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and European leaders and the risk of 
anti-American protests and violence, 
Trump declared that he was ending an 
approach that for decades has failed to 
advance the prospects for peace. He 
also for the first time personally en¬ 
dorsed the concept of a “two-state so¬ 
lution” for Israel and the Palestinians, 
provided both sides agree to it. 

“I have determined that it is time to 


officially recognize Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel,” he said in a White 
House address, calling it “overdue” and 
in the best interests of the United States. 
He said recognition acknowledged the 
“obvious” that Jerusalem is the seat of 
Israel’s government despite the disput¬ 
ed status that is one of the key elements 
in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

“This is nothing more or less than the 


recognition of reality,” he said. 

Trump also directed that the State 
Department begin the process of mov¬ 
ing the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem as required by U.S. law. Of¬ 
ficials said, however, that the move will 
take years to complete. 


By Matthew Lee 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Defying dire, 
worldwide warnings, President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday broke with de¬ 
cades of U.S. and international policy 
by recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital. 

Despite urgent appeals from Arab 


Trump disregards urgent appeals, 
declares Jerusalem Israel’s capital 


Photo illustration by Noga Ami- 
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Pentagon: About 2,000 US troops in Syria, 5,200 in Iraq 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — About 2,000 Ameri¬ 
can troops are operating in Syria, the 
Pentagon announced Wednesday, acknowl¬ 
edging a number four times larger than it 
had previously disclosed. 

Army Col. Rob Manning, a Pentagon 


spokesman, said American troops will re¬ 
main in Syria for the foreseeable future, 
even as Islamic State nears defeat there and 
in Iraq, countries where the militants once 
controlled vast areas of land. The United 
States will take a “conditions-based” ap¬ 
proach to removing its forces from Syria, 
he said, aiming to stabilize areas liberated 
from ISIS control and bolster local groups 


to govern as it supports United Nations-led 
peace talks in Geneva. 

Manning announced the new official fig¬ 
ure for American servicemembers in Syria 
on Wednesday, saying Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis wants to increase transparency 
about where and how troops are deployed. 
As part of that effort, the Pentagon an¬ 
nounced in August it had about 3,000 more 


troops in Afghanistan than acknowledged 
under then-President Barack Obama. 

In Syria, under Obama administration 
accounting practices known as Force Man¬ 
agement Levels, the Pentagon acknowl¬ 
edged only 503 troops in Syria, though 
officials privately admitted there were sig¬ 
nificantly more forces there. 

SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 7 
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Pearl Harbor warship wreckage found 

By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 


FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — Just days 
before the 76th anniversary of the surprise 
attack on Pearl Harbor, marine researchers 
found and explored the undersea wreckage 
of the U.S. ship that was the first to fire upon 
a Japanese vessel that day. 

On Dec. 1, the crew of the research ves¬ 
sel Petrel sent an underwater drone 650 feet 
below to explore and document the remnants 
of the USS Ward, according to a statement by 
the USS Ward Expedition. 

The Ward has rested unseen at the bottom 
of Ormoc Bay — just off the island of Leyte, 
Philippines — since it was destroyed by ka¬ 
mikaze planes in 1944. It was the end of the 
line for a ship that played a historic role in the 
beginning of World War II. 

During the early morning hours of Dec. 7, 
1941, the Wickes-class destroyer was patrol¬ 
ling the entrance to Pearl Harbor. Just after 
6:30 a.m., the officer of the deck spotted the 
periscope of a Japanese 80-foot midget sub¬ 


marine trailing the cargo ship USS Antares 
into the harbor, which was home to the Pa¬ 
cific Fleet. 

The Ward fired on the sub and dropped 
several depth charges. 

“We have attacked, fired upon and dropped 
depth charges on a submarine operating in 
defensive sea areas,” the Ward’s commander 
radioed a few minutes after the sub rolled 
over. 

The submarine was sunk almost two hours 
before the first wave of Japanese fighters and 
bombers attacked the island of Oahu and dec¬ 
imated the Pacific Fleet’s Battleship Row. 

The Ward’s shots are regarded as the first 
fired by America during World War II, even 
though the United States did not officially de¬ 
clare war on Japan until the next day. 

After Pearl Harbor, the Ward sailed to the 
West Coast and was converted into a high¬ 
speed transport. It returned to the war, fer¬ 
rying troops and equipment to island battles 
in the Solomons. 

Three years later to the day, on Dec. 7, 
1944, the Ward was attacked near Leyte by 


several Japanese kamikazes — suicide air¬ 
craft loaded with explosives. One slammed 
into the ship’s hull, igniting a fire that could 
not be contained. The crew was ordered to 
abandon ship, and the Ward was intentionally 
sunk by a fellow Navy ship. 

“The USS Ward found herself in the cru¬ 
cible of American history at the intersec¬ 
tion of a peacetime Navy and war footing,” 
Adm. Scott Swift, Pacific Fleet commander, 
said in a statement issued by the expedition’s 
organizers. “She took decisive, effective and 
unflinching action despite the uncertain wa¬ 
ters. Now 76 years on, her example informs 
our naval posture.” 

The Petrel is owned by Microsoft co-found¬ 
er Paul Allen. The 250-foot ship is one of the 
few capable of exploring waters as deep as 
3.5 miles. 

The Petrel began its five-day expedition 
in the Philippines on Nov. 28, first survey¬ 
ing five Japanese destroyers sunk during 
World War II’s Battle of Surigao Strait, the 
statement said. The research vessel then sur¬ 
veyed the Ward on Dec. 1 before returning to 



Courtesy of Paul Allen 


A machine gun on the USS Ward is 
visible. 

port in Surigao City on Saturday. 

Searchers verified the wreckage by cross- 
referencing historic drawings and schemat¬ 
ics of the Ward. 

Allen has also spearheaded expeditions 
that discovered the wreckages of the USS In¬ 
dianapolis in August and the Japanese battle¬ 
ship Musashi in 2015. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 



The USS Ward runs speed trials off the California coast in September 1918. 


Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 



Courtesy of Paul Allen 


The bow of the USS Ward is seen Dec. 1. The Ward has been at 
the bottom of Ormoc Bay in the Philippines since it was sunk during 
World War II in 1944. 
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MILITARY _ 

Army OKs direct commissioning 
to round out cybersecurity field 



Steven SiovER/Courtesy of U.S. Army Cyber Command 


Lt. Gen. Paul Nakasone of U.S. Army Cyber Command said most 
cyber officers will be at Fort Gordon, Ga., or Fort Meade, Md. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Army 
has approved a program to recruit 
experienced cybersecurity experts 
directly into the service as cyber 
officers in an attempt to bolster a 
growing field that military leaders 
see as vital to national security. 

U.S. Army Cyber Command will 
directly commission five civilians 
in the coming months, aiming to 
bring its first batch of officers into 
military training by February, 
said Lt. Gen. Paul Nakasone, the 
Army’s Cyber Command chief. 
The pilot program, approved by 
the Pentagon and Congress, seeks 
to bring in five new officers each 
year for five years. 

“It’s an ability for us to go after 
some of the most technical and 
adept talent out there that would 
like to serve our nation,” Nakasone 
told reporters Tuesday at the Pen¬ 
tagon. “What we are looking for is 
someone who has experience, who 
has operated within cyberspace, 
who has the drive and the dedica¬ 
tion ... and has the inclination that 
they want to serve the nation.” 

The candidates the Army is hop¬ 
ing to attract should have at least a 


bachelor’s degree and real-world 
experience in computer science or 
similar fields such as data science 
or industrial control systems, said 
Nakasone and Maj. Gen. Patricia 
Frost, the service’s cyber direc¬ 
tor for operations and planning. 
Candidates should be skilled in 
teamwork and innovative thinkers 
who are prepared to help the Army 
shape its defensive and offensive 
cyberoperations for years. 

“So it’s, what are you bringing 
that’s a new idea to gain us the 
advantage in the cyberspace do¬ 
main?” Frost said. 

Earlier this year, the Army 
began developing the pilot pro¬ 
gram based on other direct-com¬ 
mission programs for medical 
doctors, lawyers and chaplains, 
which place experts in those fields 
into the Army at a rank that is com¬ 
mensurate with their experience in 
the civilian workforce. 

However, at least initially, can¬ 
didates chosen to directly commis¬ 
sion into the service will start their 
Army career as second lieuten¬ 
ants. In other fields, the services 
have allowed direct commissions 
at ranks as high as colonel. Naka¬ 
sone said that could change as the 
Army examines its processes dur¬ 


ing the pilot program. 

Candidates seeking to apply to 
the program can do so on the Ar¬ 
my’s recruiting website, goarmy. 
com. The requirements for consid¬ 
eration include U.S. citizenship, a 
four-year college degree, the abil¬ 
ity to obtain and maintain a Top 
Secret security clearance and the 
ability to meet Army physical fit¬ 
ness standards, Nakasone said. 
Applicants must be younger than 
41 years of age. 

Individuals selected for the pilot 
program will spend six weeks in 
the direct commission course at 
Fort Sill in Oklahoma and then at¬ 
tend the 12-week Cyber Basic Offi¬ 
cer Leader Course at Fort Gordon 
in Georgia. Most cyber officers will 
be stationed either at Fort Gordon 
or Fort Meade in Maryland, Naka¬ 
sone said. 

Direct commissioning will allow 
candidates chosen to forgo the Ar¬ 
my’s 10-week Basic Combat Train¬ 
ing Course, receive an expedited 
security clearance and expedited 
promotion to first lieutenant. It also 
guarantees placement as a cyber 
officer, whereas recruits who com¬ 
mission through other routes, such 
as Officer Candidate School or 
ROTC, cannot be guaranteed a slot 


within the cyber corps, Nakasone 
said. 

The Marine Corps, Air Force 
and Navy will offer similar pilot 
programs in the cyber field, offi¬ 
cials said. 

The pilot programs all follow 
on former Defense Secretary Ash 
Carter’s 2016 commitment that the 
Pentagon would broaden its direct 
commission program, seeking to 
attract leaders with proven track 
records in the private sector, espe¬ 
cially in fields like cybersecurity 
with a need for rapid improvement. 
Congress has given the Pentagon 
through 2020 to study the potential 
of expanding direct commission¬ 
ing programs. 


The Army is looking at incen¬ 
tives that it could offer people in¬ 
terested in the program, Nakasone 
said, but the biggest attraction for 
people interested should be uni¬ 
formed service in a critical field. 

“ Every single day you’re going to 
go toe-to-toe with the best hackers 
in the world, and you are defending 
our nation,” he said. “Whether it’s 
against a nation-state or a non-na¬ 
tion-state actor or terrorists, if you 
want that opportunity come join 
us ... to go against the best in the 
world, because you won’t do that 
necessarily in another place.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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4 are sentenced in theft of 
equipment at Fort Campbell 


Vicenza among bases to test 
nutrition, fitness initiative 


By Stephen Carlson 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Four men were sen¬ 
tenced Tuesday for stealing Army weap¬ 
ons accessories and equipment from Fort 
Campbell in Kentucky and selling it to 
various customers around the world, ac¬ 
cording to the U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the Middle District of Tennessee. 

John Roberts, of Clarksville, Tenn., was 
sentenced to 15 years in prison for conspir¬ 
acy in stealing Army property, 10 counts of 
wire fraud and two counts of violating the 
Arms Export Control Act. 

He also was ordered by a federal judge 
to pay $4.2 million in restitution for the 
equipment stolen, according the U.S. At¬ 
torney’s Office. 

The items were stolen by soldiers from 
Fort Campbell and sold to Roberts for 
cash. 

The soldiers are believed to have been 
suffering from financial problems and 
drug addiction issues, according to the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office. 

Alexander Hollibaugh, formerly of Fort 
Campbell; Army Spc. Dustin Nelson, from 
Northville, N.Y.; and Aaron Warner, of Fort 
Campbell, all pleaded guilty to conspiracy 
to the theft and sale of Army property 
and were sentenced to time served and 
probation. 

No complete weapons were sold, but 
equipment deemed sensitive such as gre¬ 
nade-launcher sights, night-vision mounts, 


telescopic and close-quarters sights for 
sniper and assault rifles, machine-gun 
parts, communications gear, helmets and 
medical supplies were put online for sale 
to international customers. 

Some of the equipment was advertised 
as “U.S. Special Forces” and “New in 
Package.” 

The equipment was marketed on eBay 
and sold to customers around the world, 
including recipients in Russia, Japan, 
Mexico and other countries, according to 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 

Four others involved in the plot — Mi¬ 
chael Barlow and Jonathan Wolford, both 
of Clarksville, Tenn.; Kyle Heade, of Fort 
Campbell; and Cory Wilson, of Gonzales, 
La. — are waiting to be sentenced in Janu¬ 
ary 2018 and face charges ranging from 
wire fraud to theft after pleading guilty, 
according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 

Each faces up to five years in prison for 
theft and a fine of up to $250,000. 

In addition, Wilson faces up to 20 years 
for each count of wire fraud and violating 
the Arms Export Control Act. 

Barlow faces up to 10 years in prison on 
conspiracy charges. 

Any money made from the sale of 
the equipment will have to be repaid in 
restitution. 

carlson.stephen@stripes.com 
Twitter: @swcarlsonl 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — Vegan options in 
the dining facility. Vending machines that 
drop apples, not candy. Cigarettes moved 
out of sight at the shoppette. Gyms avail¬ 
able all night, with a box breakfast served 
in the morning. 

The Army is considering those ideas 
and more in a new effort to take on soldier 
obesity and unfitness that officials say 
has hurt readiness for years. One in 13 
soldiers is overweight or obese, and 1 in 
20 fails the physical fitness test annually, 
according to the Army Surgeon General. 

U.S. Army Garrison Italy in Vicenza is 
among several bases and the only one in 
Europe to be a test site for the “Holistic 
Health and Fitness” initiative. Officials 
with Healthy Army Communities will be 
visiting next week to discuss how various 
organizations such as Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation and the Army and Air 
Force Exchange Service can coordinate 
and contribute to the effort. 

Several installations and fitness centers 
will make changes in accordance with the 
initiative, according to the Army Training 
and Doctrine command. 

“At those locations, sports performance, 
nutrition and (physical training) classes 
will take the place of recreational activi¬ 


ties, and will take place during nonpeak 
fitness hours,” the command’s sergeant 
major said in a statement. 

The Vicenza garrison’s innovations are 
to be measured for efficiency and effec¬ 
tiveness over the next 18 to 24 months, the 
Army said. 

It wasn’t clear why Vicenza was among 
the chosen, but the garrison is one of the 
few that recently began to offer 24-hour 
gym access. 

The Army also chose a number of instal¬ 
lations for testing proposed new physical 
fitness tests in 2011. In the end, the Army 
did not change its PT test, which has been 
in place since 1980. 

“I do think that we’ve been recognizing 
that what we are doing has not been work¬ 
ing,” Michael McGurk, director of the 
Research and Analysis Directorate at the 
Army Center for Initial Military Train¬ 
ing, said in a statement. 

Besides Vicenza, the Army will be test¬ 
ing the new measures at Fort Belvoir, 
Va.; Fort Meade, Md.; Fort Riley, Kan.; 
Fort Sill, Okla.; Fort Benning, Ga.; Fort 
Huachuca, Ariz.; Redstone Arsenal, Ala.; 
Fort Bliss, Texas; and Camp Humphreys, 
South Korea. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 
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Jail, hard labor sought for anti-US base protester 


By Matthew M. Burke 
AND HANA KUSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
Japanese prosecutors are report¬ 
edly requesting a prison sentence 
of 2Vi years with hard labor for 
the anti-U.S. base protest leader 
whose recent five-month detention 
drew international attention and 
condemnation from human rights 
groups. 

Hiroji Yamashiro, 64, chair¬ 
man of The Okinawa Peace Activ¬ 
ity Center, was arrested Oct. 16, 
2016, and charged with a string 
of protest-related offenses — from 
cutting barbed wire at a U.S. in¬ 
stallation to obstructing police and 
businesses. 

He was released in March on a 


$64,000 bond while awaiting trial. 

Yamashiro and his group are 
committed to halting U.S. military 
expansion within the island prefec¬ 
ture, including the relocation of air 
operations from Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma to Camp Schwab 
in the remote northern recesses of 
Okinawa. 

The sentencing recommenda¬ 
tion was made by prosecutors dur¬ 
ing closing arguments Monday at 
Naha District Court, members of 
The Okinawa Peace Activity Cen¬ 
ter told Stars and Stripes after the 
hearing. 

Prosecutors suggested in their 
closing statement that Yamashiro’s 
actions went beyond the freedom 
of expression guaranteed by the 
Japanese constitution. 

The defense is scheduled to give 


its closing argument on Dec. 20. 
A verdict is expected sometime 
around March 2018. 

A spokesman for Naha District 
Public Prosecutors’ Office on 
Wednesday declined to confirm 
the sentencing recommendation. 
He also declined to discuss details 
of their closing statements. 

A spokesman for The Okinawa 
Peace Activity Center called the 
sentencing recommendation un¬ 
necessarily harsh. 

“It was an illegal arrest, in which 
the government used its power 
to trample our protest,” said the 
spokesman, who added that pro¬ 
tests conducted by Yamashiro and 
other group members “are peace¬ 
ful” and “not illegal.” 

Yamashiro has become a light¬ 
ning rod for Okinawa’s small but 


passionate protest movement, 
which is backed by an anti-base 
governor and popular support, in 
the years since he joined the group 
in 2000. He is often seen at protests 
directing action with a bullhorn. 

After his initial arrest for cutting 
a strand of barbed wire on a perim¬ 
eter fence at Okinawa’s Northern 
Training Area while protesting 
the construction of U.S. military 
helicopter landing pads, prosecu¬ 
tors added other charges such as 
obstructing officers and causing 
injury after a scuffle between po¬ 
lice and protesters and the forc¬ 
ible obstruction of business after 
Yamashiro was accused of block¬ 
ing a Camp Schwab construction 
gate with more than 1,000 concrete 
blocks. 

During his incarceration, 


Yamashiro was kept in solitary 
confinement with no natural light 
after guards covered up his win¬ 
dows, he told Stars and Stripes 
last summer. He also said he was 
denied access to his doctor, denied 
treatment for a cavity and that 
guards kept the lights on in his cell 
at all times and removed towels 
and items he placed over his face to 
help himself sleep. 

Groups such as Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional and Veterans for Peace took 
up his cause, and protests demand¬ 
ing his freedom sprang up on the 
island and in the U.S., until he was 
released on bond. Yamashiro then 
spoke at the U.N., toured Japan and 
continued his protest efforts. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 


Okinawa-based Marines charged with credit card fraud 


By Seth Robson and Hana Kusumoto 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Two Marines were arrested 
last week after allegedly using a fake cred¬ 
it card to buy clothes at a department store 
in Tokyo’s Shibuya district. 

Cpl. Gregory Singleton and Sgt. Darren 
Murray, both assigned to III Marine Expe¬ 


ditionary Force on Okinawa, were arrested 
Nov. 28 by Tokyo Metropolitan Police and 
charged with credit card fraud, Marine 
Corps spokesman 1st Lt. David Mancilla 
said in an email Wednesday. 

Singleton, 25, and Murray, 22, are sus¬ 
pected of using the fake card Oct. 29 to buy 
clothing items valued at $891, said a Tokyo 
Metropolitan Police spokesman. 


Police believe Singleton created the card 
using a co-worker’s personal information, 
the Asahi newspaper reported. 

The situation came to light Oct. 29 when 
a store clerk reported a suspicious belt 
purchase to police. An investigation raised 
concerns about five other items, the police 
spokesman said. 

The duo told police they went to Shibuya 


and Roppongi to attend Halloween parties, 
the Mainichi newspaper reported. 

The Marine Corps and the Naval Crimi¬ 
nal Investigative Service are fully coop¬ 
erating with the Japanese investigation of 
the pair’s alleged activity, Mancilla said. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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US bomber, fighter jets fly over S. Korea 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — A U.S. 
supersonic bomber flanked by 
state-of-the-art fighter jets flew 
over South Korea on Wednesday 
in a show of force a week after the 
North test-fired its most powerful 
missile. 

The flyover happened as the two 
allied air forces are in the midst 
of joint war games known as Vigi¬ 
lant Ace, which have prompted 
North Korea to warn they were 
pushing the divided peninsula “to 
the brink of nuclear war.” 

The United States frequently 
sends bombers from Andersen 
Air Base, Guam, to the peninsula 
after North Korean missile tests. 
But the inclusion on Wednesday 
of F-22 Raptors and two variants 
of the F-35 Lightning II was likely 
to infuriate the reclusive commu¬ 
nist state even more. 

The Air Force sent only one 
bomber, a departure from previ¬ 
ous flyovers that involved two. 



South Korean and American fighter jets fly over the Korean 
Peninsula with a U.S. B-1B Lancer bomber Wednesday. 


Most recently, a pair of Lancers 
flew over the peninsula ahead of 
President Donald Trump’s first 
official visit to the region last 
month. 

“Through the exercise, the U.S. 


and South Korean air forces have 
demonstratedthealliance’sstrong 
will and capability for strong re¬ 
taliation against North Korea’s 
nuclear and missile threats,” 
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 


Staff said in a statement. 

The warplanes conducted a 
simulated bombing drill on the 
Pilsung range on the east coast, 
it said, adding that Washington 
and Seoul also sharpened their 
readiness to deploy a “rapid re¬ 
sponse force” by improving their 
interoperability and joint fighting 
powers. 

The bomber began with a bilat¬ 
eral exercise with Japanese fight¬ 
er jets, then flew to South Korea 
to join two Raptors, two Air Force 
F-35As, two Marine Corps F-35Bs 
and four South Korean fighters 
for an airpower demonstration 
during Vigilant Ace, according to 
the 7th Air Force. 

“The U.S. and its regional allies 
and partners have long conduct¬ 
ed routine exercises to maintain 
readiness and demonstrate the 
strength of their alliances,” the 
Air Force said in a statement. 

Tensions have risen to the 
highest level in decades as North 
Korea and Trump spar over the 
communist state’s nuclear weap¬ 


ons program. 

The president has threatened 
to unleash “fire and fury” and to 
“totally destroy” the North if he 
must defend the U.S. and its al¬ 
lies. Pyongyang, meanwhile, has 
defied the warnings and punish¬ 
ing economic sanctions to make 
surprisingly swift progress in its 
efforts to develop a nuclear-ca¬ 
pable missile that could target the 
U.S. mainland. 

It has test-fired three inter¬ 
continental ballistic missiles this 
year, most recently on Nov. 29 
when it launched an ICBM that 
flew farther and higher than the 
others. 

The F-22s and F-35s joined the 
annual air force drills of Vigilant 
Ace for the first time this year. 
The five-day exercise, which 
ends on Friday, involves more 
than 200 aircraft and 12,000 U.S. 
personnel. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 
Chang contributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Families to stay in 
South Korea for now 



Chris SEATON/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Eighth Army family members take part in Courageous Channel, a full evacuation exercise that takes 
dependents off the Korean Peninsula, in 2016. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
U.S. military has no plans to 
begin evacuating U.S. families 
from South Korea, a spokesman 
said Wednesday following Sen. 
Lindsey Graham’s suggestion 
that it was getting too dangerous 
to keep noncombatants on the di¬ 
vided peninsula. 

The South Carolina Republi¬ 
can’s remarks that he believes it’s 
time to start withdrawing family 
members of the some 28,500 U.S. 
troops stationed in the country 
caused concern among many who 
fear being separated from their 
loved ones more than saber rat¬ 
tling from North Korea. 

Pacific Command said the 
safety and welfare of service- 
members, employees and fam¬ 
ily members is a top priority and 
contingency plans are in place. 

“We currently have no intent to 
initiate departures for military de¬ 
pendents, whether on a voluntary 
or mandatory basis, and no intent 
to modify the policy authorizing 
military dependents to accompany 
military members being stationed 
in South Korea,” spokesman Navy 
Lt. Cmdr. Dave Benham told Stars 
and Stripes in an email. 

“Our personnel forward de¬ 
ployed to South Korea remain 
in a consistent state of readiness 
through various training exer¬ 
cises, which include annual NEO 
training,” he added, referring 
to drills that occur on a regular 
basis to prepare families for a 
possible noncombatant evacua¬ 
tion operation. 

That was welcome news for 
many American family members 
and other civilians working with 
the military, which has main¬ 
tained a presence on the peninsu¬ 


la since the 1950-53 Korean War. 

“I’m not going anywhere if I 
can’t bring my family with me,” 
said Shamika Maxon, a budget 
analyst who works on the Army’s 
Yongsan Garrison in Seoul. 

She said relatives and friends in 
the United States have expressed 
concern for her safety, but she 
doesn’t feel the danger and is re¬ 
assured that her South Korean 
colleagues don’t either. 

“I look to them and how they 
are reacting ... and I don’t see 
any difference with their behav¬ 
ior,” she said. 

The two Koreas have seen ten¬ 
sions rise in the past only to pull 
back from the brink before an out¬ 
right conflict could break out. 

But the North’s rapid progress 
toward a goal of developing a 
nuclear weapon that could reach 
the U.S. mainland and threats 
from President Donald Trump to 
take military action to stop it have 
led to the most serious crisis in 
decades. 

The reclusive communist state 
has tens of thousands of soldiers 
and artillery positions poised 
on the other side of the heav¬ 
ily fortified frontier. However, life 
goes on largely as usual in South 
Korea, with many believing the 
North would not attack in its own 
backyard. 

Graham, a member of the Sen¬ 
ate Armed Services Committee, 
said the North was pushing the 
U.S. closer to conflict and it’s time 
to evacuate dependents. He also 
said he’ll urge the Pentagon to 
make South Korea an unaccom¬ 
panied post. 

“It’s crazy to send spouses and 
children to South Korea, given 
the provocation of North Korea. 
South Korea should be an unac¬ 
companied tour,” he said Sunday 
on CBS’ “Face the Nation.” “So, I 


want them to stop sending depen¬ 
dents, and I think it’s now time to 
start moving American depen¬ 
dents out of South Korea.” 

Warning sign 

Thomas Spoehr, a defense ex¬ 
pert at the Washington-based 
Heritage Foundation, said North 
Korea would see such a move as a 
provocation. 

“Certainly when the U.S. seri¬ 
ously contemplates military ac¬ 
tion family members should be 
removed. I don’t think we are at 
that point,” he said in an email. 
“We should be careful not to act 
prematurely. 

“North Korea would interpret a 
move to remove families as a sign 
of U.S. preparation for offensive 
military action,” he said. 

Spoehr, a retired Army lieuten¬ 
ant general, also noted the Trump 


administration’s strategy of ap¬ 
plying “global maximum pres¬ 
sure” on the North to abandon its 
nuclear ambitions. 

“Senator Graham probably 
believes evacuating family mem¬ 
bers would both contribute to the 
administration’s campaign and 
also ensure families are out of po¬ 
tential harm’s way,” he said. 

The U.S. military already re¬ 
duced the number of dependents 
in South Korea when the 2nd In¬ 
fantry Division introduced rota¬ 
tional units that serve yearlong 
tours that are unaccompanied. 

But many of the other service- 
members have spouses and chil¬ 
dren with them, which allows for 
longer assignments. 

The 8th Army advertises 
South Korea as a “dynamic, fam¬ 
ily-friendly assignment that is 
personally and professionally re¬ 


warding” as a recruiting tool. 

Staff Sgt. Chris Contreraz said 
he has already spent too much 
time without his family during 
tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“Without my family, I may as 
well be deployed,” he said while 
buying dinner at the Yongsan 
food court with his three daugh¬ 
ters, ages 3,5 and 9. 

“It’s very important to have 
them with me. I don’t have to 
worry about missing birthdays, 
Christmas, all the important holi¬ 
days,” he said, adding that he’ll 
look to the military for guidance. 
“I’ll start worrying if they actu¬ 
ally tell the families to leave. 

“I don’t see the Koreans being 
as worried as we are,” he added. 
“Everything is business as usual 
here off post.” 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Syria: Spokesman says US forces in Iraq, Syria ‘trending downward’ 


We will be in Syria as long as it takes to make sure 
that ISIS is not afforded the ability to re-establish safe 
havens and plan and conduct attacks, f 

Army Col. Rob Manning 

Pentagon spokesman 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Manning also said Wednesday that the 
United States has about 5,200 troops in 
Iraq, essentially the same force size as the 
Pentagon acknowledged under Obama. 

The Pentagon declined to say why it took 
three months longer to disclose more accu¬ 
rate troop counts for Iraq and Syria than 
Afghanistan. Manning said the delay was 
in an effort to “get it right.” 

The Pentagon’s new public numbers re¬ 
flect an approximation of deployed troops 
as of Wednesday, Manning said. U.S. 
forces in Syria and Iraq are “trending 
downward,” he added, without specifying 
whether the 2,000 troops in Syria included 
the 400 Marine artillerymen that the Pen¬ 
tagon announced last week would soon 
leave the country. 


“We seek to balance informing the 
American public with the imperative of op¬ 
erational security and denying the enemy 
any advantage,” he said. Manning declined 
to say how many American troops were in 
Syria or Iraq at the height of urban combat 
operations — those in Raqqa or Mosul, for 
example — that required larger presence 
of U.S. combat advisers. 


ISIS has lost about 97 percent of the land 
it once controlled across Syria and Iraq, 
Manning said Wednesday, but small pock¬ 
ets of fighters remain in both countries. 

“Important work remains to ensure last¬ 
ing defeat” of ISIS, he said. “We will be in 
Syria as long as it takes to make sure that 
ISIS is not afforded the ability to re-es¬ 
tablish safe havens and plan and conduct 


attacks.” 

Operations in both countries are shifting 
as the terrorist group shrinks, said Eric 
Pahon, another Pentagon spokesman. U.S. 
advisers are primarily focused on opera¬ 
tions to remove thousands of improvised 
explosive devices and other threats left be¬ 
hind by the terrorists so locals can safely 
return to their homes. 

“ISIS left a minefield when they started 
walking out,” he said. 

The U.S. troops are also focused on 
training local police forces, ensuring hu¬ 
manitarian aid can flow into areas where 
it is needed and ensuring local governance 
where U.S.-backed forces liberated land 
from ISIS, he said. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Video shows strike on Taliban leader 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
U.S. military has released a video 
of a strike that killed the leader of 
the Taliban’s elite “Red Unit” last 
week in Helmand province. 

The 15-second black-and-white 
strike video released Tuesday 
shows cross hairs centered on 
a speeding vehicle that sud¬ 
denly erupts in a white flash and 
sparks. 

The flaming vehicle slows and 
rolls to a stop near the edge of the 
frame. 

The military said in a statement 
that the strike, conducted Friday 
in Helmand’s Musa Qala district, 
killed Mullah Shah Wali, com¬ 
mander of the crack Taliban unit, 
and his deputy and three others. 
It said the Red Unit is responsible 
for planning numerous bombings 
and coordinating assaults against 
civilians and Afghan and allied 
troops. 

Wali coordinated operations 
and resupplied Taliban fighters 
with munitions and explosives 
throughout the province. 

Helmand, site of some of the 
bloodiest fighting in the 16-year 
Afghan war, is the most productive 
area for poppy cultivation, which 
fuels the Taliban’s opium trade 
and finances its insurgency. 

Gen. John Nicholson, the top 
U.S. commander in Afghani¬ 
stan, said Wali’s death would 
disrupt the Taliban’s activities in 
Helmand, including its narcotics 
trafficking and its ability to at¬ 
tack Afghan forces. 

U.S. forces have been targeting 
the insurgents’ revenue streams 
since last month, when U.S. and 


Afghan warplanes began bomb¬ 
ing Taliban-controlled opium 
production facilities in Helmand 
under new rules granted under 
President Donald Trump’s strat¬ 
egy for the region.. 

Trump’s strategy is meant 
to shift the balance in the war, 
which has ground to a stalemate 
in recent months. 

The strike video was released 
by the NATO Special Operations 
Component Command-Afghani- 
stan, which oversees special op¬ 
erations forces in the country. 

The military statement that 
accompanied the video also an¬ 
nounced that Afghan forces had 
killed Omar Khatab, which it 
said was the second-most senior 
leader of al-Qaida in the Indian 
subcontinent, along with several 
other al-Qaida operatives, in a se¬ 
ries of operations in Ghazni, Pak- 
tia and Zabul provinces. 

The Taliban have long been 
linked with al-Qaida, harboring 
the terrorist group in Afghani¬ 
stan until the U.S.-led invasion 
that ousted them from power in 
2001. Khatab is one of the most 
senior al-Qaida leaders killed in 
recent years. 

Afghanistan’s main intelli¬ 
gence agency said on Tuesday 
that the operation was a joint mis¬ 
sion involving Afghan and foreign 
forces. 

Late Tuesday, Taliban spokes¬ 
man Zabihullah Mujahid de¬ 
nied any casualties from those 
operations, dismissing the 
U.S. and Afghan statements as 
“propaganda.” 

Afghan intelligence said it 
also captured 27 other al-Qaida 
members after destroying five 


hideouts. 

Nicholson has for months been 
touting Afghan special operations 
forces as undefeated against the 
Taliban. Efforts are underway 
to greatly expand the size of the 
government’s special operations 
command. 

Tuesday, Nicholson said their 
latest battlefield successes are 
proof that the U.S. strategy is 
working. Without close coopera¬ 
tion between Afghan and U.S. 
forces, he said, “these two opera¬ 
tions together would never have 
been possible.” 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 
report. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Courtesy of NATO Special Operations Component 

The Taliban’s “Red Unit” commander in Afghanistan’s Helmand 
province, Mullah Shah Wali, was killed in a kinetic strike on Dec. 1. 
One of Wali’s deputy commanders and three other insurgents were 
also killed in the strike seen in this screen grab. 
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Texas shooting 
led to changes 
in AF reporting 

By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson 
told a panel of U.S. senators on Wednesday that the service 
has implemented a series of changes in its reporting prac¬ 
tices following a deadly shooting in Texas. 

Wilson made the comments as part of an overall Senate 
Judiciary Committee hearing that focused on background 
checks for firearm ownership. 

In the Texas case, former Airman Devin P. Kelley, 26, 
opened fire on a church congregation east of San Antonio 
on Nov. 5, killing 25, including an expectant mother. The Air 
Force has said it failed to report Kelley’s convictions to law 
enforcement authorities, which might have thwarted his pur¬ 
chases of several weapons. 

Wilson on Wednesday said the branch has since added new 
steps to their case management process to flag cases like 
Kelley’s so the crimes are reported. 

“We have added steps to our case management process 
so that there are checks in the system as cases are closed 
and archived not only at the local office, but at higher levels 
of command. In addition, case officers not only must submit 
fingerprints, they must check the FBI database to ensure that 
the records have been received and properly recorded by the 
FBI,” Wilson said Wednesday in submitted testimony. 

A printout or screenshot of the database record is then kept 
in Air Force records validating compliance, Wilson added. 

Kelley, who was in the Air Force from 2009 to 2014, was 
convicted of serious domestic violence charges, court-mar¬ 
tialed and released on a bad-conduct discharge. His criminal 
convictions were not entered into the National Instant Crimi¬ 
nal Background Check System database, a key tool used to 
block individuals who aren’t eligible to buy weapons. 

The failure to report Kelley’s criminal charges were ap¬ 
parently a widespread concern throughout the Air Force and 
other military services. For the Air Force, Wilson said some 
corrective measures were implemented after a 2015 audit, 
but those changes were not retroactive and current data 
from this year is still not being reported. 

In the days and weeks following the tragic shooting, the 
news of the failed report set off alarms at the Pentagon and 
on Capitol Hill. It also set off probes by the Air Force and the 
Inspector General for the Department of Defense. 

Several members of the House and Senate Armed Services 
Committees have said they are also overseeing the probes. 

“It is simply unacceptable when you look across the Unit¬ 
ed States Department of Defense, and the failure to upload 
this essential information, this required information, in the 
background check system,” said Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, 
who is sponsoring legislation to address new fixes to overall 
reporting practices for the background check database. “I 
hope if anything good comes out of this tragedy, it will be that 
we finally fix, on a bipartisan basis, this broken background 
check system.” 

Wilson on Wednesday said their investigations are still 
ongoing. The Air Force probe could continue another four 
to five months as they examine thousands of records dating 
back to 2002. 

The Air Force is also sharing findings with the other ser¬ 
vices and cooperating with the inspector general inquiry as 
well, she said. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 



Evan Vucci/AP 


President Donald Trump announces at the White House on Wednesday that the U.S. recognizes Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital despite intense Arab, Muslim and European opposition. 


Jerusalem: Much of world against Trump’s move 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Trump maintained that his decision 
would not compromise the city’s geo¬ 
graphic and political borders, which 
will still be determined by Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

Ahead of Trump’s speech, Arab 
and Muslim leaders spoke about 
the potential for violence. In Gaza, 
hundreds of Palestinian protesters 
burned American and Israeli flags. 
They also waved Palestinian flags 
and banners proclaiming Jerusalem 
as their “eternal capital,” language 
that Israelis similarly use for their 
nation. 

In Beirut, a few hundred Palestin¬ 
ian refugees staged a protest in the 
narrow streets of the Bourj al-Bara- 
jneh camp, some of them chanting 
“Trump, you are mad.” 

“We came here to tell Trump that 
Jerusalem is the eternal capital of 
Palestine,” said Nada Adlouni, a Pal¬ 
estinian refugee. 

Two leading Lebanese newspapers 
issued front page rebukes to Trump 
over his expected announcement. 

The An-Nahar newspaper com¬ 
pared the U.S. president to the late 
British Foreign Secretary Arthur 
Balfour, who 100 years ago famous¬ 
ly promised Palestine as a national 
home to the Jewish People, in what is 
known as the Balfour declaration. 

The English-language Daily Star 
newspaper published a full-page 
photo of the Old City of Jerusalem 
capped by the Dome of the Rock be¬ 
neath the headline: “No offense Mr. 
President, Jerusalem is the capital of 
PALESTINE.” 

The Arab League said it will hold 
an emergency meeting for foreign 
ministers on Saturday, and Turkey 
announced it would host a meeting 
of Islamic nations next week to give 


Muslim countries’ leaders an oppor¬ 
tunity to act together and coordinate 
following Trump’s move. 

Even America’s closest allies in 
Europe questioned the wisdom of 
Trump’s radical departure from the 
past U.S. position, which was studi¬ 
ously neutral over the sovereignty of 
the city. 

Jerusalem includes the holiest 
ground in Judaism. It’s also home to 
Islam’s third-holiest shrine and major 
Christian sites, and any perceived 
harm to Muslim claims to the city has 
triggered protests in the past, in the 
Holy Land and beyond. 

Israel claims all of Jerusalem as its 
capital, while the Palestinians claim 
the city’s eastern sector, captured by 
Israel in the 1967 Mideast war, as the 
capital of a future independent state. 
These rival claims lie at the heart of 
the decadeslong Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. 

The conflict is focused largely on 
the Old City, home to Jerusalem’s 
most important Jewish, Christian 
and Muslim holy sites, and in particu¬ 
lar on a hilltop compound revered by 
Jews and Muslims. The compound, 
known to Jews as the Temple Mount, 
is the spot where the biblical Jewish 
Temples stood thousands of years ago 
and is considered the holiest site in 
Judaism. Today, it is home to the A1 
Aqsa Mosque, the third-holiest site 
in Islam, and the iconic gold-topped 
Dome of the Rock. 

While Israel controls the city and its 
government is based there, its annex¬ 
ation of east Jerusalem is not interna¬ 
tionally recognized. The international 
community overwhelmingly says the 
final status of Jerusalem should be 
resolved through negotiations. 

The Palestinians have warned that 
changing the status of Jerusalem 


would mean the end of peace efforts. 
They also have warned of mass street 
protests — something that could eas¬ 
ily erupt into full-scale violence. 

International opposition to the 
move, including from key American 
allies, grew increasingly strident 
leadingup to Wednesday’s pronounce¬ 
ment. In recent days, the European 
Union, Germany and France have all 
implored Trump not to take action on 
Jerusalem. 

The 57-member Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation said changing 
Jerusalem’s status would amount to 
“naked aggression” against the Arab 
and Muslim world, and the head of 
the Arab League said it would be a 
“dangerous measure that would have 
repercussions” across the entire Mid¬ 
dle East. 

Perhaps most significantly, Saudi 
Arabia spoke out strongly against the 
move. The Saudis are a key Ameri¬ 
can ally necessary for any attempt to 
forge a region-wide peace. 

America’s consulate in Jerusalem 
has ordered U.S. personnel and their 
families to avoid visiting Jerusalem’s 
Old City or the West Bank, and urged 
American citizens in general to avoid 
places with increased police or mili¬ 
tary presence. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu said the “whole world is 
against” Trump’s move and argued 
that moving the embassy to Jerusa¬ 
lem would be a “grave mistake.” 

Cavusoglu’s remarks came just be¬ 
fore a meeting with U.S. Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson at NATO head¬ 
quarters in Brussels on Wednesday. 

He said such a move would “not 
bring any stability, peace but rather 
chaos and instability.” 
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LA authorities offer 
dire warnings amid 
ferocious wildfires 


By Mark Berman 
and Eli Rosenberg 

The Washington Post 

Ferocious wildfires continued to 
rage across Southern California on 
Wednesday, destroying hundreds 
of homes and forcing thousands of 
residents to flee as forecasters and 
officials warned that dangerous 
fires could threaten the region for 
days. 

The wave of fires that broke out 
early this week spread quickly and 
mercilessly, with the largest blaze 
expanding across a region almost 
as big as the city of Orlando. Emer¬ 
gency responders hurried to evac¬ 
uate residents, protect homes and 
shut down roads across the region, 
even as authorities warned that the 
biggest fire was “still out of con¬ 
trol” early Wednesday and keeping 
crews from entering the area. 

That largest fire, known as the 
Thomas Fire, had erupted in Ven¬ 
tura County northwest of down¬ 
town Los Angeles. The Thomas 
Fire tore across 65,000 acres by 
Wednesday morning, and the blaze 
destroyed hundreds of homes, 
threatened 12,000 structures and 
forced 27,000 people to evacuate, 
officials said. Most of those who 
fled were left wondering whether 
their residences were among those 
destroyed. 

More than 1,000 firefighters 
were on the scene, county officials 
said in a notice posted online, but 
they were unable to enter the fire 
area “due to the intensity of the 
fire.” Stretches of cities and com¬ 
munities were evacuated, while 


numerous schools across the area 
were shut down. 

In Los Angeles County, firefight¬ 
ers rushed to respond to a pair of 
blazes that broke out on Tuesday. 
The Creek Fire north of downtown 
Los Angeles burned across 11,000 
acres by Tuesday night, while 
the smaller Rye Fire churned 
through 7,000 acres by Wednesday 
morning. 

On Wednesday morning, au¬ 
thorities rushed to respond to yet 
another blaze, this one in the city 
of Los Angeles. The growing brush 
fire — dubbed the Skirball Fire 
— prompted a wave of evacua¬ 
tions in die Bel Air area and shut 
down Interstate 405, the famously 
busy freeway. With the fire rag¬ 
ing not far from the Getty Center, 
that facility kept its doors closed on 
Wednesday. 

The fires across the southern 
part of the state tore through 
neighborhoods, burning out cars 
and homes, sending thick waves 
of smoke into the air and leaving 
behind waves of ash and destruc¬ 
tion. Thousands of people also lost 
power due to the fires. 

Gov. Jerry Brown declared 
states of emergency in Los Ange¬ 
les and Ventura counties due to the 
fires, and his office said the blazes 
threatened thousands of homes. 

“It’s critical residents stay 
ready and evacuate immediately 
if told to do so,” Brown said in a 
statement. 

So far, officials have not an¬ 
nounced any deaths due to the fires, 
but they stressed that people faced 
mortal danger if they did not heed 



A wildfire threatens homes Tuesday as it burns along the 101 Freeway in Ventura, Calif. 


evacuation orders. In Los Angeles, 
Mayor Eric Garcetti, D, declared 
a state of emergency and said that 
more than 30 buildings had burned 
in the blaze. He also said that some 
150,000 people lived in evacuation 
areas. 

“We want to be really clear, 
folks,” he said. “We have lost struc¬ 
tures; we have not lost lives. Do not 
wait. Leave your homes.” 

Three firefighters in Los An¬ 
geles were injured and taken to 
a hospital, all in stable condition, 
according to local officials who 
did not elaborate on their injuries. 
A battalion chief in Ventura was 
injured in a traffic accident and 
was expected to recover. 

The coming days could continue 
to present new risks of additional 
wildfires, authorities warned. 
Charlie Beck, the Los Angeles 
police chief, said the region was 
facing “a multiday event,” adding, 
“This will not be the only fire.” 



Noah Behger/AP 


James and Josie Ralstin carry belongings from their Ventura home as 
flames from a wildfire consume another residence Tuesday. 
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Patagonia expected to sue 
over shrinking monuments 


By Matthew Daly and Brady McCombs 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke and outdoor retail giant Patagonia traded 
harsh words over the Trump administration’s plans 
to shrink several national monuments, an open¬ 
ing salvo in an imminent legal battle that could be 
waged for years. 

A barrage of lawsuits is expected by groups look¬ 
ing to block President Donald Trump’s order on 
Monday drastically reducing Utah’s Bears Ears and 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monuments. 
Three lawsuits had been filed by Tuesday night, and 
more were expected Wednesday. 

Trump said he was reversing federal overreach 
by drastically cutting the sprawling monuments 
named by Democratic presidents. But tribal lead¬ 
ers, environmentalists and others argue the presi¬ 
dent doesn’t have that authority and that his move 
jeopardizes a wealth of Native American artifacts, 
dinosaur fossils and rugged spaces. 

Patagonia, which was expected to file a lawsuit 
by Wednesday, replaced its usual home page with a 
stark message, “The President Stole Your Land.” The 
California-based company called Trump’s actions il¬ 
legal and described Monday’s action as the largest 
elimination of protected land in American history. 

Zinke shot back, calling that “nefarious, false and 
a lie.” He told reporters that the land targeted by 
Trump remains protected because it is still under 
federal control. 

“I understand fundraising for these special inter¬ 
est groups,” Zinke said. “I think it’s shameful and 
appalling that they would blatantly lie in order to 
gain money in their coffers.” 

Outdoor retailer REI also criticized Trump but in 


less harsh language. 

Zinke took a defiant tone in a conference call 
with reporters, saying: “I don’t yield to pressure, 
only higher principle. And sound public policy is 
not based on threats of lawsuits; it’s doing what’s 
right.” 

Patagonia has “always viewed public lands as 
our special interest,” said company spokeswoman 
Corley Kenna. “And it’s odd that Ryan Zinke has no 
problem with special interests when they’re paying 
for his private jets. We have been fighting for these 
lands for decades, so that hunters, fishers, hikers 
and everyone else can use them and help us protect 
them.” 

Patagonia’s statements follow more than a year of 
the company’s activism on the issue, which is not the 
only time the retailer has stepped in a debate over 
Utah’s public lands. The company joined with REI 
and other outdoor recreation companies in leading 
a push to move the industry’s lucrative trade show 
from Salt Lake City to Denver after two decades 
in Utah. The move was a high-profile protest over 
Utah leaders’ insistence on getting the Bears Ears 
designation rescinded and trying to take more con¬ 
trol of federal lands. 

Zinke argued that Bears Ears is still larger than 
Zion and Bryce Canyon national parks combined 
even after being downsized to about 202,000 acres, 
or 315 square miles, while Grand Staircase-Es¬ 
calante retains about 1 million acres — about 1,500 
square miles. 

Environmental and conservation groups and a co¬ 
alition of tribes filed lawsuits Monday that ensure 
Trump’s announcement is far from the final word 
in the yearslong battle over public lands in Utah and 
other Western states. The court cases are likely to 
drag on for years. 


Tax bill could deal blow to affordable housing 


Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — Munici¬ 
pal governments worry the tax 
overhaul in Washington could 
chill the construction of afford¬ 
able housing as homelessness 
reaches a crisis point on the West 
Coast. 

Officials with the housing au¬ 
thority in Portland, Ore., said 
Tuesday the U.S. could lose nearly 
1 million units of affordable hous¬ 
ing over 10 years if the final bill 
eliminates the tax-exempt status 
for a type of bond commonly used 
by developers to finance afford¬ 
able housing. 


That estimate comes from a 
recent analysis by Novogradac 
& Co., a San Francisco-based ac¬ 
counting firm that specializes in 
real estate and affordable hous¬ 
ing issues. 

While the tax bill is not final¬ 
ized, developers are now racing to 
lock in financing, and the uncer¬ 
tainty over the bonds has raised 
upfront costs for some projects. 
The concern comes at a time when 
homelessness is soaring on the 
West Coast amid an acute short¬ 
age of affordable housing. Cities, 
including Portland, are rushing 
to get projects in the pipeline to 
address the crisis. 


More than half of affordable 
housing projects nationwide rely 
on a 4 percent tax credit that can 
be claimed by a developer only if 
at least half of the construction 
is financed by private activity 
bonds. The bonds are awarded 
by states, with the help of local 
governments, for qualifying 
projects. 

While both House and Senate 
versions of the tax bill currently 
retain low-income housing tax 
credits, the House version would 
remove the tax-exempt status of 
the private activity bonds, mak¬ 
ing them essentially useless as a 
financing tool. 



Brynn Anderson/AP 

Steve Bannon, left, introduces U.S. senatorial candidate Roy Moore 
during a campaign rally Tuesday in Fairhope, Ala. 


Bannon blasts GOP 
leaders at Moore rally 


By Steve Peoples 
and Kim Chandler 

Associated Press 

FAIRHOPE, Ala. — Populist 
firebrand Steve Bannon savaged 
national Republican leaders in a 
fiery call to rally voters behind 
embattled Senate candidate Roy 
Moore as the battle for the GOP’s 
soul spilled into a dirt-floor barn 
deep in rural Alabama. 

Bannon, known best for his 
former role as President Donald 
Trump’s chief strategist, called 
GOP leaders in Congress “cow¬ 
ards” Tuesday night and attacked 
the party’s 2012 presidential 
nominee, Mitt Romney, as a draft 
dodger as he defended Moore, 
who is fighting several allegations 
of sexual misconduct and a Wash¬ 
ington establishment that wants 
him to lose the Dec. 12 election. 

“The days of taking it silently 
are over,” Bannon declared at a 
rally that drew hundreds of Moore 
supporters to a local farm in the 
southwestern corner of the state. 

“They want to destroy Judge 
Roy Moore. You know why? They 
want to take your voice away,” 
Bannon said. “If they can destroy 
Roy Moore, they can destroy you.” 

Even if he isn’t well-known in 
this heavily Republican county, 
Bannon’s appearance was a wel¬ 
come development for Moore, 
who has been shunned by the 
Republican Party’s biggest stars. 
Trump agreed to campaign later 


in the week in nearby Florida, but 
many national GOP leaders say 
the allegations against Moore are 
credible and he shouldn’t serve in 
the Senate. 

Earlier in the day, Senate Ma¬ 
jority Leader Mitch McConnell 
said that Moore, if elected on Dec. 
12, would “immediately have an 
issue with the Ethics Committee” 
— a process that could lead to his 
ultimate expulsion from the Sen¬ 
ate. Some Republicans, including 
Colorado Sen. Cory Gardner, have 
already promised expulsion. 

Another Republican, Arizona 
Sen. Jeff Flake, sent a $100 check 
to Moore’s Democratic opponent, 
Doug Jones, on Tuesday. He 
tweeted a picture of the check and 
the words, “Country over party.” 

Romney, the 2012 Republican 
presidential nominee, said this 
week that Moore would be “a stain 
on the GOP and the nation.” “No 
vote, no majority is worth losing 
our honor, our integrity,” Romney 
tweeted. 

Moore, 70, is facing multiple 
allegations of sexual misconduct, 
including accusations that he mo¬ 
lested two teenage girls and pur¬ 
sued romantic relationships with 
several others while in his 30s. He 
has denied the allegations. 

Moore didn’t address the al¬ 
legations directly Tuesday night. 
Instead, he cast himself as a po¬ 
litical outsider fighting the estab¬ 
lishment in both parties, just like 
Trump did one year ago. 
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Franken urged to resign 


NATION 

Time lauds 

‘Silence 

Breakers’ 

By Lindsey Bever 
The Washington Post 

Time magazine has named its 
2017 Person of the Year as “The 
Silence Breakers” — the women 
(and some men) who came forward 
with stories of sexual harassment 
and assault, forcing a nationwide 
reckoning. 

The magazine calls them “The 
Silence Breakers” — “the voices 
that launched a movement.” 

Among them are actresses 
Ashley Judd and Rose McGowan, 
whose stunning accusations 
against Hollywood mogul Har¬ 
vey Weinstein helped lead to his 
downfall; activist Tarana Burke, 
the creator of the #MeToo move¬ 
ment; and Alyssa Milano, the ac¬ 
tress who amplified it. 

“The galvanizing actions of the 
women on our cover ... along with 
those of hundreds of others, and of 
many men as well, have unleashed 
one of the highest-velocity shifts 
in our culture since the 1960s,” 
Time’s editor in chief, Edward 
Felsenthal, said in a statement to 
“Today.” 

These “silence breakers” have 
forced a national reckoning on 
sexual harassment. 

As Katrina vanden Heuvel 
wrote in The Washington Post: 

“More women are emboldened 
to talk, and more are being heard. 
The risks for abusers — particu¬ 
larly public figures — are rising. 
We know the roots of this extraor¬ 
dinary moment; where the mo¬ 
ment leads remains to be seen.” 

In its Person of the Year cover 
story, Time notes that “this mo¬ 
ment is borne of a very real and po¬ 
tent sense of unrest. Yet it doesn’t 
have a leader, or a single, unifying 
tenet. The hashtag #metoo (swift¬ 
ly adapted into #BalanceTonPorc, 
#YoTambien, #Ana_kaman and 
many others), which to date has 
provided an umbrella of solidarity 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Six women 
filed a lawsuit against Harvey 
Weinstein on Wednesday, claim¬ 
ing that the movie mogul’s actions 
to cover up assaults amounted to 
civil racketeering. 

The lawsuit was filed at a fed¬ 
eral court in New York seeking to 
represent a class of “dozens, if not 
hundreds” of women who say they 
were assaulted by Weinstein. 

The lawsuit claims that a co¬ 
alition of companies and people 
became part of the growing 
“Weinstein Sexual Enterprise” 
and that they worked with Wein¬ 
stein to conceal his widespread 
sexual harassment and assaults. 

“The Weinstein Sexual En¬ 
terprise had many participants, 
grew over time as the obfuscation 
of Weinstein’s conduct became 



Courtesy of Time Magazine 

On Wednesday Time magazine 
named the #MeToo movement 
or the “Silence Breakers,” as 
the 2017 Person of the Year. 

for millions of people to come for¬ 
ward with their stories, is part of 
the picture, but not all of it.” 

“This reckoning appears to have 
sprung up overnight,” according 
to the magazine. “But it has actu¬ 
ally been simmering for years, de¬ 
cades, centuries. Women have had 
it with bosses and co-workers who 
not only cross boundaries but don’t 
even seem to know that boundar¬ 
ies exist. They’ve had it with the 
fear of retaliation, of being black¬ 
balled, of being fired from a job 
they can’t afford to lose. They’ve 
had it with the code of going along 
to get along. They’ve had it with 
men who use their power to take 
what they want from women. 

“These silence breakers have 
started a revolution of refusal, 
gathering strength by the day, 
and in the past two months alone, 
their collective anger has spurred 
immediate and shocking results: 
nearly every day, CEOs have been 
fired, moguls toppled, icons dis¬ 
graced. In some cases, criminal 
charges have been brought. 

“Emboldened by Judd, Rose 
McGowan and a host of other 
prominent accusers, women ev¬ 
erywhere have begun to speak out 
about the inappropriate, abusive 
and in some cases illegal behavior 
they’ve faced. ” 


more difficult to conceal,” the 
suit said. 

A lawyer for Weinstein declined 
comment. 

According to the lawsuit, ac¬ 
tresses and other women in the 
film industry were lured to in¬ 
dustry events, hotel rooms, Wein¬ 
stein’s home, office meetings or 
auditions under the pretense that 
they were to discuss a project. 

At least 75 women have come 
forward in the media to detail ac¬ 
counts of assault, harassment and 
inappropriate conduct by Wein¬ 
stein. Weinstein’s representatives 
have denied all accusations of 
nonconsensual sex, and no charg¬ 
es have been filed. 

Weinstein, 65, is being inves¬ 
tigated by police in Los Ange¬ 
les, Beverly Hills, New York and 
London. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Sen. A1 
Franken’s support among his 
fellow Democrats appeared to 
collapse Wednesday as a group 
of female Democratic senators 
called upon him to resign amid 
sexual misconduct allegations. 
His office said he would make an 
announcement Thursday, but did 
not specify the subject. 

Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand, D- 
N.Y.; Patty Murray, D-Wash.; 
Claire McCaskill, D-Mo.; Mazie 
Hirono, D-Hawaii; Kamala Har¬ 
ris, D-Calif.; Tammy Baldwin, D- 
Wis.; Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich.; 
and Maggie Hassan, D-N.H., 
called on Franken to step down. 
Some Democratic men joined 
them. 

“I’m shocked and appalled by 
Sen. Franken’s behavior,” Murray 
said. “It’s clear to me that this has 
been a deeply harmful, persistent 
problem and a clear pattern over 
a long period of time. It’s time for 
him to step aside.” 

Gillibrand said “it would be 
better for our country if he sent 
a clear message that any kind of 
mistreatment of women in our so¬ 
ciety isn’t acceptable by stepping 
aside to let someone else serve.” 

With Franken’s position ap¬ 
pearing untenable, his office 
issued a statement saying: “Sena¬ 
tor Franken will be making an 
announcement tomorrow. More 
details to come.” 

The calls came as another 
woman accused Franken of sexu¬ 
al misconduct in an account pro¬ 
vided to Politico. 



The demands came in rapid 
succession after Franken on 
Wednesday vehemently denied 
a new sexual misconduct accu¬ 
sation that came from a former 
Democratic congressional aide, 
who said he tried to forcibly kiss 
her after a taping of his radio 
show in 2006. 

The Minnesota Democrat said 
in a statement that the allegation, 
reported by Politico, was “cat¬ 
egorically not true.” 

The woman, who was not iden¬ 
tified, said Franken pursued her 
after her boss had left and she 
was collecting her belongings. 
She said she ducked to avoid his 
lips, and that Franken told her, 
“It’s my right as an entertainer.” 

Franken, in his statement, said 
the idea he would claim such con¬ 
duct as a right as an entertainer 
was “preposterous.” 

But the tide quickly turned 
against Franken Wednesday 
morning. Fellow Democrats had 
previously been cautious and re¬ 
spected Franken’s right to coop¬ 
erate with an ethics probe. But 
the steady stream of allegations 
has female Democrats fed up. 

The pressure built on Fran¬ 
ken a day after former Rep. John 
Conyers, D-Mich., resigned after 
numerous allegations of sexual 
misconduct. 

In Alabama, women have ac¬ 
cused Roy Moore, the GOP nomi¬ 
nee in a special election for the 
Senate, of sexual misconduct 
with them when they were teens, 
including one who said she was 


molested by him when she was 14. 
Nonetheless, President Donald 
Trump — who survived explosive 
allegations himself of sexual as¬ 
sault during last year’s campaign 
— has endorsed Moore. 

There are a total of 16 Demo¬ 
cratic women in the Senate. 
Among the others that have not 
yet commented are Franken’s fel¬ 
low Minnesotan, Amy Klobuchar. 
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., 
is unlikely to call for Franken to 
resign at this time because she is 
on the ethics committee, which is 
investigating him. 

A spokesman for Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
had no immediate comment. 

Joining the female Democrat¬ 
ic senators were Bob Casey, of 
Pennsylvania; Joe Donnelly, of 
Indiana; and Sherrod Brown, of 
Ohio. 

“I have listened to them. I have 
listened to my female colleagues, 
to women I work with and women 
in my life,” said Brown. “And I 
agree the time has come for Sena¬ 
tor Franken to step aside.” 

Franken already faced a Senate 
Ethics Committee investigation 
into previous claims by several 
other women that he groped them 
or sought to forcibly kiss them. 

“This (new) allegation is cat¬ 
egorically not true and the idea 
that I would claim this as my 
right as an entertainer is pre¬ 
posterous,” Franken said. “I look 
forward to fully cooperating with 
the ongoing ethics committee 
investigation.” 
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Desmond Boylan/AP 


Tourists ride classic convertibles in October on the Malecon beside the U.S. Embassy in Havana. 
Doctors treating victims of mysterious attacks at the embassy have discovered brain abnormalities. 


What victims have told investigators 

■ The most frequently reported sound patients heard was a high-pitched 
chirp or grating metal. Fewer recalled a low-pitched noise, like a hum. 

■ Some were awakened by the sound, even as others sleeping in the same 
bed or room heard nothing. 

■ Vibrations sometimes accompanied the sound. Victims told investiga¬ 
tors these felt similar to the rapid flutter of air when windows of a car are 
partially rolled down. 

■ Those worst off knew right away something was affecting their bodies. 
Some developed visual symptoms within 24 hours, including trouble focus¬ 
ing on a computer screen. 

SOURCE: AP 


Brain 
issue 
linked 
to Cuba 

By Josh Lederman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Doctors 
treating victims of mysterious, in¬ 
visible attacks at the U.S. Embassy 
in Cuba have discovered brain 
abnormalities as they search for 
clues to explain the hearing, vision, 
balance and memory damage, The 
Associated Press has learned. 

It’s the most specific finding 
to date about physical damage, 
showing that whatever it was that 
harmed the Americans, it led to 
perceptible changes in their brains. 
The finding is also one of several 
factors fueling growing skepticism 
that some kind of sonic weapon 
was involved. 

Medical testing has revealed 
the embassy workers developed 
changes to the white matter tracts 
that let different parts of the brain 
communicate, several U.S. officials 
said, describing a growing consen¬ 
sus held by university and govern¬ 
ment physicians researching the 
attacks. White matter acts like in¬ 
formation highways between brain 
cells. 

Loud, mysterious sounds fol¬ 
lowed by hearing loss and ear-ring¬ 
ing had led investigators to suspect 
“sonic attacks.” But officials are 
now carefully avoiding that term. 
The sounds may have been the 
byproduct of something else that 
caused damage, said three U.S. 
officials briefed on the investiga¬ 
tion. They weren’t authorized to 
discuss it publicly and demanded 
anonymity. 

Physicians, FBI investigators 
and U.S. intelligence agencies have 
spent months trying to piece to¬ 
gether the puzzle in Havana, where 
the U.S. says 24 U.S. government 
officials and spouses fell ill start¬ 


ing last year in homes and later 
in some hotels. Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson said Wednesday he’s 
“convinced these were targeted at¬ 
tacks,” but the U.S. doesn’t know 
who’s behind them. A few Canadi¬ 
an Embassy staffers also got sick. 

Doctors still don’t know how 
victims ended up with the white 
matter changes, or how exactly 
those changes might relate to their 
symptoms. U.S. officials wouldn’t 
say whether the changes were 
found in all 24 patients. 

But acoustic waves have never 
been shown to alter the brain’s 
white matter tracts, said Elisa Ko- 
nofagou, a biomedical engineering 
professor at Columbia University 
who is not involved in the govern¬ 


ment’s investigation. 

“I would be very surprised,” 
Konofagou said, adding that ultra¬ 
sound in the brain is used frequent¬ 
ly in modern medicine. “We never 
see white matter tract problems.” 

Cuba has adamantly denied in¬ 
volvement, and calls the Trump 
administration’s claims that U.S. 
workers were attacked “deliberate 
lies.” The new medical details may 
help the U.S. counter Havana’s 
complaint that Washington hasn’t 
presented any evidence. 

Tillerson said the U.S. had 
shared some information with Ha¬ 
vana, but wouldn’t disclose details 
that would violate privacy or help a 
perpetrator learn how effective the 
attacks were. 


“What we’ve said to the Cubans 
is: Small island. You’ve got a so¬ 
phisticated intelligence apparatus. 
You probably know who’s doing 
it. You can stop it,” Tillerson said. 
“It’s as simple as that.” 

The case has plunged the U.S. 
medical community into uncharted 
territory. Physicians are treating 
the symptoms like a new, never- 
seen-before illness. After extensive 
testing and trial therapies, they’re 
developing the first protocols to 
screen cases and identify the best 
treatments — even as the FBI in¬ 
vestigation struggles to identify a 
culprit, method and motive. 

Doctors treating the victims 
wouldn’t speak to the AP, yet their 
findings are expected to be dis¬ 
cussed in an article being submit¬ 
ted to the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, U.S. officials 
said. Physicians at the University 
of Miami and the University of 
Pennsylvania who have treated the 
Cuba victims are writing it with 
input from the State Department’s 
medical unit and other government 
doctors. 

But the article won’t speculate 
about what technology might have 
harmed the workers or who would 
have wanted to target Americans in 
Cuba. If investigators are any clos¬ 
er to solving those questions, their 
findings won’t be made public. 


759 votes separate candidates in Atlanta mayoral race 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — The race for 
mayor in Atlanta early Wednes¬ 
day was too close to call, with one 
candidate declaring herself the 
city’s new leader and the other 
vowing to request a recount. 

The margin was razor-thin, 
with several hundred votes sepa¬ 
rating Keisha Lance Bottoms and 
Mary Norwood. 

Bottoms spoke early Wednes¬ 
day at an Atlanta hotel, saying 
near the end of her speech that “I 
am just in awe of what God is able 
to do.” 

“I’m so honored to be your 60th 


mayor,” she told her cheering 
supporters. 

But Norwood took the podium 
at her own rally and said that 
absentee ballots from military 
members were yet to figure in the 
totals, and she believes some bal¬ 
lots have yet to be tabulated. 

“We will be asking for a re¬ 
count,” Norwood said. 

Just 759 votes separated 
the candidates early Wednes¬ 
day morning, Norwood told 
supporters. 

Bottoms led Norwood by a 
margin of less than 1 percent, 
which is the threshold where the 
second-place finisher can request 


a recount under state law. 

The contest between Bottoms, 
who is black, and Norwood, who 
is white, was seen as a test of the 
staying power of a long-dominant 
black political machine amid pro¬ 
found demographic and economic 
changes. 

Both women are Atlanta City 
Council members. Norwood calls 
herself an independent and Bot¬ 
toms is the chosen successor of 
outgoing Mayor Kasim Reed. 

A victory for Bottoms, 47, would 
continue a run of black mayors 
that began with Maynard Jack- 
son in the mid-1970s. 

A win for Norwood, 65, would 


give Atlanta its first-ever white 
female mayor and end the Demo¬ 
cratic Party’s hold on an office 
it has held without interruption 
since 1879. 

A big question is whether an on¬ 
going federal probe of corruption 
in city contracting under Reed’s 
watch will encourage voters to 
take a fresh look at Norwood, de¬ 
spite fears that as an independent 
who lives in the upscale Buckhead 
area of the city, she’ll turn out to 
be a stealth Republican who will 
serve up City Hall to Georgia’s 
deep-red political apparatus. 


Demand for 
vet ID cards 
crashes 
VA website 

By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The De¬ 
partment of Veterans Affairs 
temporarily removed an online 
application process for new veter¬ 
an identification cards after high 
demand crashed the webpage. 

Some veterans seeking to re¬ 
ceive the identification cards 
since the VA opened applications 
for them Nov. 29 were met over 
the weekend with error messages 
or a webpage that failed to load. 

The cards were designed as 
proof of military service for vet¬ 
erans who don’t have VA medical 
cards or defense retiree cards. 
The website where veterans were 
instructed to apply for them, vets, 
gov, contained a message Tuesday 
that it had temporarily stopped 
the online application process. 

The VA was attempting to fix 
the problem as of Tuesday af¬ 
ternoon, said Curt Cashour, the 
agency’s press secretary. The 
VA did not provide an estimate 
of when the problems would be 
remedied. 

“We are aware some veterans 
have experienced issues with the 
application process, but leaders 
of VA’s Office of Information and 
Technology are actively engaged 
in fixing them,” Cashour said. 

Alfred Weimann, a veteran 
from Northampton, Pa., said he 
was able to create an online ac¬ 
count at vets.gov but couldn’t get 
his application submitted. 

“Finally somebody told me that 
the site has startup problems and 
to try again in a week or so,” Wei¬ 
mann wrote in an email. 

The VA did not provide an es¬ 
timate of the number of veterans 
who had applied for ID cards as 
of Tuesday, but Cashour said, 
“Many veterans have success¬ 
fully registered for the card since 
the program was announced. 

“We are excited finally to begin 
providing this resource to veter¬ 
ans, fulfilling a promise that was 
made to them more than two 
years ago under the previous ad¬ 
ministration,” he said. 

In 2015, Congress ordered the 
VA to create the cards to make it 
easier for veterans to receive dis¬ 
counts at stores and restaurants 
without having to carry around 
their DD-214s. 

The new cards don’t qualify as 
official government-issued IDs, 
and they’re not intended to re¬ 
place the medical card for veter¬ 
ans enrolled in the VA or defense 
retiree cards. 

Veterans were instructed to 
apply for the cards at vets.gov 
under “Apply for Printed Veteran 
ID Card.” Veterans applying were 
asked to create an online account 
and upload a valid, government- 
issued ID and recent photo. 

As of Tuesday, the website in¬ 
structed veterans to leave their 
email address and the VA would 
notify them when applications 
were available again. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
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LA considering 
market rules for 
recreational pot 



Photos by Jae C. Hong/AP 


Homeless people wait in line for a meal served by a community organization outside Our Lady Queen of 
Angels Catholic Church in Los Angeles on Sept. 21. A homeless crisis of unprecedented proportions is 
rocking the West Coast. 

Surge in West Coast numbers is 
driving US rise in homelessness 


By Michael R. Blood 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — In March, 
Los Angeles voters endorsed a 
plan to bring order to the city’s 
long-unruly marijuana market 
while clearing the way for recre¬ 
ational sales to begin next year, 
making LA the biggest city with 
legal pot sales in the country. 

But it’s taken months to work 
out the fine print. 

On Wednesday, the City Coun¬ 
cil is expected to consider a dense 
set of regulations that will dictate 
where pot can be grown and sold 
in the new market, along with how 
businesses that grow and trade in 
the leafy plant will be licensed. 

The rules would keep pot busi¬ 
nesses largely out of residential 
neighborhoods while creating buf¬ 
fer zones around schools, libraries 
and public parks. 

The long-delayed guidelines 
would be a milestone. Growers 
and sellers need local licenses 
before they can apply for state 
permission to operate in the new, 
legal pot economy. 

But with the new year just weeks 
away and the holidays coming, in¬ 
dustry experts say it’s not clear 
how many LA businesses will be 
ready to open their doors on Jan. 
1, if any. 

How many businesses will be 
licensed in the city on Jan. 1 for 
legal recreational sales? 

“I don’t know,” said Adam 
Spiker, executive director of the 
Southern California Coalition, a 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — U.S. au¬ 
thorities on Tuesday charged a 
Mexican man with new immigra¬ 
tion and gun violations less than a 
week after a San Francisco jury 
acquitted him of murder in the 
shooting death of Kate Steinle, a 
case that helped fuel a fierce na¬ 
tional debate on immigration. 

A federal grand jury in San 
Francisco indicted Jose Ines 
Garcia Zarate on Tuesday on one 
count each of felon in possession 
of a firearm and of “being an 
alien illegally and unlawfully in 
the United States” in possession 
of a gun and ammunition, accord¬ 
ing to the indictment. 

A San Francisco jury last week 
convicted him of a state charge of 
felon in possession of a firearm 
after acquitting him of murder 
and assault in the July 1, 2015 
shooting. 


cannabis industry group. 

Spiker and others fear a bottle¬ 
neck in the emerging system that 
stalls or slows recreational sales 
could encourage customers to 
turn to the illegal market that has 
flourished in California for years. 
If demand is not satisfied by legal 
sales then “you are just giving 
oxygen to the black market we all 
want to eradicate,” Spiker said. 

The route to legalization began 
last year when state voters ap¬ 
proved Proposition 64, which 
opened the way for recreational 
pot sales to adults in the nation’s 
most populous state. 

Come January, the newly le¬ 
galized recreational sales will be 
merged with the state’s 2-decade- 
old medical market, which is also 
coming under much stronger 
regulation. 

For years Los Angeles has been 
largely unregulated terrain for 
the marijuana industry where 
hundreds of illegal dispensaries 
proliferated. Earlier this year, LA 
voters endorsed another attempt 
to regulate the pot business local¬ 
ly, leading to the regulations that 
will be considered Wednesday. 

The legal marketplace is seen 
as a way to impose order, pushing 
out rogue operators while raising 
tens of millions of dollars in taxes 
for City Hall. 

In general, California will treat 
cannabis like alcohol, allowing 
people 21 and older to legally pos¬ 
sess up to an ounce and grow six 
marijuana plants at home. 


The state conviction carries a 
maximum sentence of three years 
in jail. He has been in jail since 
the day of the shooting. His pub¬ 
lic defender, Matt Gonzalez, said 
Garcia Zarate will ask a judge to 
toss out the state conviction. Gar¬ 
cia Zarate is to be sentenced in 
state court Dec. 14. 

San Francisco District Attor¬ 
ney George Gascon on Tuesday 
defended his office’s handling of 
the case. He said he still believed 
Garcia Zarate should have been 
convicted of Steinle’s murder. 

Legal experts have said prose¬ 
cutors overreached by asking for 
a first-degree murder conviction 
because the fatal shot ricocheted 
off the ground, supporting Garcia 
Zarate’s defense that the shooting 
was an accident. 

Jurors could also have con¬ 
victed Garcia Zarate of second- 
degree murder or involuntary 
manslaughter but chose not to. 


By Christopher Weber 
and Geoff Mulvihill 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The nation’s 
homeless population increased 
this year for the first time since 
2010, driven by a surge in the 
number of people living on the 
streets in Los Angeles and other 
West Coast cities. 

The U.S. Department of Hous¬ 
ing and Urban Development re¬ 
leased its annual Point in Time 
count Wednesday, a report that 
showed nearly 554,000 homeless 
people across the country during 
local tallies conducted in January. 
That figure is up nearly 1 percent 
from 2016. 

Of that total, 193,000 people had 
no access to nightly shelter and 
instead were staying in vehicles, 
tents, the streets and other places 
considered uninhabitable. The 
unsheltered figure is up by more 
than 9 percent compared with two 
years ago. 

Increases are higher in several 
West Coast cities, where the explo¬ 
sion in homelessness has prompt¬ 
ed at least 10 city and county 
governments to declare states of 
emergency since 2015. 

City officials, homeless ad¬ 
vocates and those living on the 
streets point to a main culprit: the 
region’s booming economy. 

Rents have soared beyond af¬ 
fordability for many lower-wage 
workers who until just a just few 
years ago could typically find a 
place to stay. Now, even a tem¬ 
porary setback can be enough to 
leave them out on the streets. 

“A lot of people in America 
don’t realize they might be two 
checks, three checks, four checks 



Homeless man Alonzo Harrison, 
47, takes a nap on a bench at 
Pershing Square in Los Angeles 
on Monday. 

away from being homeless,” said 
Thomas Butler Jr., who stays in 
a carefully organized tent near a 
freeway ramp in downtown Los 
Angeles. Butler said he was in 
transitional housing — a type of 
program that prepares people for 
permanent homes — for a while 
but mostly has lived on the streets 
for the past couple of years. 

The numbers in the report back 
up what many people in Califor¬ 
nia, Oregon and Washington have 
been experiencing in their com¬ 
munities: encampments sprouting 
along freeways and rivers; local 
governments struggling to come 
up with money for long-term so¬ 
lutions; conflicts over whether to 
crack down on street camping and 
even feeding the homeless. 

The most alarming conse¬ 
quence of the West Coast homeless 
explosion is a deadly hepatitis A 
outbreak that has affected Los An¬ 


geles, Santa Cruz and San Diego, 
the popular tourist destination in 
a county where more than 5,600 
people now live on the streets or in 
their cars. The disease is spread 
through a liver-damaging virus 
that lives in feces. The outbreak 
prompted California officials to 
declare a state of emergency in 
October. 

The HUD report underscores 
the severity of the problem along 
the West Coast. 

While the overall homeless 
population in California, Oregon 
and Washington grew by 14 per¬ 
cent over the past two years, the 
part of that population considered 
unsheltered climbed 23 percent 
to 108,000. That is in part due to a 
shortage of affordable housing. 

In booming Seattle, for exam¬ 
ple, the HUD report shows the un¬ 
sheltered population grew by 44 
percent over two years to nearly 
5,500. 

The homeless service area that 
includes most of Los Angeles 
County, the epicenter of the cri¬ 
sis, saw its total homeless count 
top 55,000 people, up by more 
than 13,000 from 2016. Four out 
of every five homeless individuals 
there are considered unsheltered, 
leaving tens of thousands of people 
with no place to sleep other than 
the streets or parks. 

By comparison, while New York 
City’s homeless population grew 
to more than 76,000, only about 
5 percent are considered unshel¬ 
tered thanks to a system that 
can get people a cot under a roof 
immediately. 

Excluding the Los Angeles re¬ 
gion, total homelessness nation¬ 
wide would have been down by 
about 1.5 percent from 2016. 


US charges Mexican man 
after acquittal for murder 
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Qatar dispute 
halts meeting 
of Gulf powers 



Sunday Alamba/AP 


Nigerian returnees from Libya disembark from a plane at Murtala Muhammed International Airport in 
Lagos, Nigeria, on Tuesday. Hundreds of Nigerians arrived in Lagos on Tuesday, having been repatriated 
by the African Union amid outrage over footage showing migrants being auctioned off as slaves. 

Nigerian migrants returning 
from Libya with horror tales 


By Lekan Oyekanmi 

AND CARLEY PETESCH 

Associated Press 

LAGOS, Nigeria — Some knelt 
and placed their foreheads to the 
ground in prayer. Several car¬ 
ried small children. After being 
stranded in Libya on a failed at¬ 
tempt to reach Europe, more 
than 250 Nigerian migrants were 
brought home and began sharing 
stories of abuse and fear. 

“If they lock you up in a room, 
you hardly eat, that’s number 
one,” Ejike Ernest, one of the 
returnees, told The Associated 
Press on arrival late Tuesday in 
Lagos. “You’ll urinate there, you’ll 
defecate there and every morning, 
let me say three times a day, you 
will be severely beaten” until you 
can pay the money to be freed. 

Nigeria’s government, its presi¬ 
dent appalled by recent CNN 
footage of a slave auction in Libya 
where migrant Africans were 
“sold like goats,” has commit¬ 
ted to bringing its citizens home, 


along with a number of other Af¬ 
rican nations. 

After disembarking from a 
plane chartered by Nigeria, the 
European Union and the Inter¬ 
national Organization for Migra¬ 
tion, some of the newest arrivals 
looked exhausted, some clutch¬ 
ing sleepy children. Some were 
astonished by the way they had 
been treated. 

“It’s heartbreaking, especially 
when I see a 13-year-old come 
with a baby,” said Abike Dabiri- 
Erewa, senior special assistant to 
Nigeria’s president on diaspora 
and foreign affairs. “One 14-year- 
old girl said to us she doesn’t know 
how many men have slept with 
her, she can’t count... You look at 
them and wonder whether their 
lives can ever be the same again.” 

The African Union and mem¬ 
ber states will repatriate more 
than 15,000 migrants stranded in 
Libya by the end of the year amid 
outrage over the slave auction 
footage, the AU’s deputy chair¬ 


man said Tuesday. 

Between 400,000 and 700,000 
African migrants are in dozens 
of camps across the chaotic North 
African country, often under inhu¬ 
mane conditions, AU Commission 
chairman Moussa Faki Mahamat 
told a summit of European and Af¬ 
rican leaders last week. 

Europe has struggled to stem 
the flow of tens of thousands of 
Africans making the dangerous 
crossing of the Mediterranean. 
But many Africans still make the 
journey, risking death and abuse, 
saying high unemployment and 
climate change leave them little 
choice. 

African and European leaders 
last week drew up an emergency 
evacuation plan for migrants, 
agreeing to airlift at least 3,800 
stranded in one of more than 40 
detention centers across Libya. 
Morocco, France, and Germany 
will provide the air carriers, ac¬ 
cording to Gambian senior for¬ 
eign affairs official Ebrima Jobe. 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

KUWAIT CITY — Kuwait’s 
emir on Tuesday quickly called 
an end to a planned two-day 
meeting of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council within hours of its start 
amid the ongoing diplomatic dis¬ 
pute surrounding Qatar. 

The sudden end of the meeting 
in Kuwait City raised new ques¬ 
tions about the future of the GCC, 
a six-member Gulf Arab regional 
bloc formed in part to be a coun¬ 
terbalance to Shiite power Iran. 

Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah’s decision came after the 
United Arab Emirates earlier in 
the day announced a new part¬ 
nership with Saudi Arabia sepa¬ 
rate from the GCC. 

The Emirati Foreign Ministry 
said the new “joint cooperation 
committee” was approved by the 
UAE’s ruler and president, Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed A1 Nayhan. 

The ministry said the new com¬ 
mittee “is assigned to cooperate 
and coordinate between the UAE 
and Saudi Arabia in all military, 
political, economic, trade and cul¬ 
tural fields, as well as others, in 
the interest of the two countries.” 

The UAE and Saudi Arabia 
have cultivated close ties in re¬ 
cent years. Emirati troops are 
deeply involved in the Saudi-led 
war in Yemen. Abu Dhabi’s pow¬ 
erful crown prince, Mohammad 
bin Zayed A1 Nayhan, also is be¬ 
lieved to be close to Saudi Arabia’s 
young Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman. 

The Emirati announcement did 
not say whether any other Gulf 
Arab countries would be invited 
to join the new group, but the de¬ 
velopment puts pressure on the 
GCC, whose members — Bah¬ 
rain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Emirates 


— are all U.S. allies. 

The United States and its Euro¬ 
pean allies have told the council’s 
members that the region remains 
stronger with them working to¬ 
gether as a whole, while the coun¬ 
tries still appear divided over 
their future. 

The fact the GCC meeting in 
Kuwait was to take place at all is a 
bit of a surprise, given the unusu¬ 
ally sharp criticism among the 
typically clubby members of the 
GCC pointed at Doha, the Qatar 
capital city. 

The dispute began in June, fol¬ 
lowing what Qatar described as a 
hack of its state-run news agency 
and the circulation of incendi¬ 
ary comments attributed to its 
ruler, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
A1 Thani. Soon after, GCC mem¬ 
bers Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates closed 
off their airspace and seaports to 
Qatar, as well as the small pen¬ 
insular nation’s sole land border 
with Saudi Arabia. 

The boycott initially riled 
Doha, though it soon replaced 
food products with those flown in 
from Turkey and Iran. 

However, Qatar’s foreign re¬ 
serves have dropped by some 
$10 billion — a fifth of their value 

— since the dispute began. Those 
reserves are crucial in supporting 
the nation’s riyal, which is pegged 
to the U.S. dollar, as well as fund¬ 
ing the upcoming 2022 FIFA 
World Cup that Doha will host. 

The boycotting nations allege 
Qatar funds extremist groups and 
has too-cozy ties to Iran. Qatar 
has long denied funding extrem¬ 
ists but it restored full diplomatic 
ties with Iran during the crisis. 
Doha shares a massive offshore 
natural gas field with Tehran that 
gives its citizens the highest per- 
capita income in the world. 


Protesters, police clash over Ukraine’s opposition leader 


By Nataliya Vasilyeva 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Supporters of 
Ukraine’s top opposition politician 
clashed Wednesday with police 
who tried to arrest him for a sec¬ 
ond time at a tent camp outside the 
parliament building in Kiev. 

Ukrainian authorities accuse 
Mikheil Saakashvili, Georgia’s 
former president and now an anti¬ 
corruption crusader in Ukraine, 
of colluding with Ukrainian busi¬ 
nessmen to topple President Petro 
Poroshenko. 

Saakashvili said he will not 


turn himself in, though prosecu¬ 
tors were welcome to see him at 
the camp outside the Supreme 
Rada where about 100 supporters 
gathered. 

“I’m ready to host their investi¬ 
gators here at the camp,” he said. 
“From the very beginning they 
refused to register my party, then 
stripped me of my citizenship, 
then lied. Shame on you.” 

It was the police’s second un¬ 
successful attempt to arrest 
Saakashvili in as many days. On 
Tuesday, police detained him at 
his home, but he escaped with 
help from crowds who had gath¬ 


ered to protest. 

Protester Igor Ognyov, from 
the eastern city of Sumy, told The 
Associated Press that the police 
stormed the camp before dawn 
Wednesday. 

“They burst into the tent and 
started beating everyone with 
their hands and batons,” said Og¬ 
nyov, whose head was bandaged 
and his face covered with blood. 

Two protesters and 11 officers 
were injured in Wednesday’s 
scuffles in Kiev, police said. 

The efforts to detain Saa¬ 
kashvili have raised fears that 
Ukraine could be facing its most 


acute political crisis since the 
2014 revolution. 

Poroshenko named Saakashvili 
as governor of the Odessa region 
in 2015, but he stepped down the 
following year after a falling out 
with the president. Earlier this 
year, Poroshenko stripped Saa¬ 
kashvili of Ukrainian citizenship 
while he was out of the country, 
but the former Georgian presi¬ 
dent returned in September, 
helped by supporters. 

Saakashvili has won broad pop¬ 
ularity in Ukraine with his fiery 
campaign against official corrup¬ 
tion, riding a wave of public frus¬ 


tration over Poroshenko’s failure 
to uproot endemic graft. He has 
staged a series of rallies calling 
for the president’s resignation, 
but they haven’t produced any 
visible impact. 

Prosecutor General Yuri Lut¬ 
senko said his office has evidence 
that Saakashvili’s representative 
received $500,000 to finance pro¬ 
tests from Ukrainian business¬ 
men with ties to Russia. 

Saakashvili rejected the ac¬ 
cusations and said there has 
long been hostility between him 
and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. 








Page 16 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, December 7,2017 


AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


THE CENSUS 

5 The approximate weight in pounds of an avocado a Hawaii woman found that she hopes will make Guinness World Records. 

West Hawaii Today reported that Pamela Wang found the avocado while on a walk. Wang’s friends found information online that 
indicated Wang’s avocado might just be the largest on record. Wang submitted an application to Guinness and expects to hear 
back within two months. 



Out of season 

The Capitol Dome is visible as a Chinese tourist takes photographs of one of a few cherry blossom trees in bloom on the National Mall in 
Washington on Monday. The cherry blossoms typically do not appear until the spring. 



Police: Man tried to lick 
woman’s shoes at store 

KNIGHTDALE — A 
ni North Carolina man is 
accused of trying to kiss and lick a 
woman’s shoes at a Walmart. 

News outlets reported Knight- 
dale police arrested Nahshon Lu¬ 
ther Homes, 25, on Monday and 
charged him with misdemeanor 
sexual battery. The arrest war¬ 
rant said Holmes attempted to 
“satisfy his sexual arousal by lay¬ 
ing underneath the victim and in 
between her legs in an attempt to 
lick her shoes against her will.” 

Knightdale Police Chief Law¬ 
rence Capps said the shopper told 
police she was talking with an¬ 
other person when she noticed a 
man on his back who was trying 
to slide to get close to her. She fol¬ 
lowed him when he rushed out and 
got a description of his vehicle. 

48 pounds of meth 
found in car at border 

Jt SAN LUIS — Authori- 
ties at the Port of San 
Luis arrested a 25-year-old woman 
attempting to cross the Arizona 
border with 48 pounds of metham- 
phetamine worth about $144,000. 

The unidentified woman was 
traveling with four young children 
Monday when U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection officials re¬ 
ferred her vehicle for a secondary 
inspection. 

A drug-sniffing dog alerted of¬ 
ficers to multiple packages of sus¬ 
pected narcotics in the vehicle’s 
rocker panels. 

Authorities seized the drugs 
and vehicle while the four chil¬ 
dren were turned over to a family 
member. 

Judge: Bikini barista 
stands can continue 

*Mf Jt SEATTLE — A fed- 
WW eral judge has ruled in 
favor of a group of bikini baristas 
in Everett who sued the city over 
new dress code ordinances. 

Multiple news outlets reported 
U.S. District Court Judge Marsha 
Pechman on Monday extended an 
injunction that prevents the city 
of Everett from enforcing the two 
laws. 

That injunction means the cof¬ 
fee stands can continue to operate 
while the lawsuit filed by seven 
bikini baristas and the owner of 
a chain of coffee stands called 
“Hillbilly Hotties” continues. 

Patient’s tattoo poses 
dilemma for doctors 

P| FORT LAUDERDALE 
r L — An unconscious pa¬ 
tient in an emergency room at a 
Miami hospital posed a vexing eth¬ 
ical dilemma for doctors. The 70- 
year-old man’s blood pressure was 
dropping and he wasn’t breathing 
well, but a tattoo across his chest 
read “Do Not Resuscitate.” 

Doctors at Jackson Memorial 
Hospital weren’t sure if the tattoo 
truly reflected the man’s wishes. 
Dr. Gregory Holt, a University of 
Miami assistant professor who 
worked on the case, said doctors 
kept the man alive while referring 
the matter to an ethics team. 

Holt, who helped write a case 


study published last week in The 
New England Journal of Medicine, 
said the ethics team eventually 
decided the tattoo reflected the 
man’s wishes. He had underlined 
the word “not” and added a signa¬ 
ture. The man later died without 
intervention. 

DUI suspect dances on 
car, then tries to flee 

|y W RENO — Police said 
111 W a Nevada woman was 
arrested on suspicion of drunken 
driving after she drove down a 
highway the wrong way, danced 
atop her vehicle and attempted to 
flee officers on a kid’s scooter. 

The Gazette-Journal reported 
that Sparks police Saturday went 
to a call for a wrong-way driver 
and found Sabra Bewley’s vehicle 
on a hill next to Pyramid High¬ 
way. Officers said Bewley, 27, was 
erratic and danced on top of her 
vehicle before attempting to get 
away. 

She was arrested on suspicion 
of a second drug-related DUI, 
resisting arrest, possession of a 
controlled substance, trafficking 
MDMA, possession of a controlled 
substance with the intent to sell 
and destruction of property. 


Man arrested after 
robbery yielded only $1 

11X PR0V0 — A utah man 

I was arrested after his 
robbery of a hotel yielded only 
$ 1 . 

The Daily Herald reported a 
Provo police officer responded to 
a report of a robbery last week¬ 
end at a Fairfield Inn. 

Authorities said when the hotel 
employee showed the man that 
there was only $1 in the cash reg¬ 
ister, the man took the bill and 
threw it at the employee before 
leaving. 

Police arrested the suspect on 
suspicion of second-degree felony 
robbery, third-degree felony of 
possession of another’s identify¬ 
ing documents and class B mis¬ 
demeanor of interference with an 
arresting officer. 

Stray llama on the loose 
has been captured 

FORT COLLINS — Of- 
ficials announced the 
capture of a llama that had been 
wandering around Bobcat Ridge 
Natural Area since spring. 


The Coloradoan reported Fort 
Collins Natural Areas staffers 
wrote Sunday on Facebook and 
Twitter that the “elusive stray 
llama” had been captured after 
first being spotted by hikers in 
late May or early June. 

Natural areas staffers took to 
social media in mid-October with 
pleas for help reuniting the wool¬ 
ly creature with its owner after 
other attempts failed. 

Bobcat Ridge Ranger Karl 
Manderbach said the llama cur¬ 
rently is shut in one of the natural 
area’s sheds because it tried to 
squeeze under the corral’s fence. 

Manderbach said the llama’s 
owners have not come forward. 

Woman spots missing 
puppy in newscast 

SAN DIEGO — A 
A California woman had 
given up hope she would find her 
9-month-old puppy until she spot¬ 
ted the animal in a newscast of a 
high-speed chase. 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 
reported Salina Hurtado said her 
puppy, Catalina, went missing 
soon after Thanksgiving. 

Hurtado said she watched a 


local television news anchor detail 
a pursuit in Valley Center, where a 
dog was shot when deputies fired 
at a man accused of trying to run 
them over in a stolen van. 

The dog was a white pit bull 
with a distinctive brown spot 
similar to Catalina. 

Hurtado called the TV station 
and found out the puppy had been 
taken to the County of San Diego 
Animal Services shelter in Carls¬ 
bad for treatment. 

Zoo gorilla finds grass 
greener with the hogs 

T V HOUSTON — A gorilla 
I W. at the Houston Zoo is 
back where she belongs after she 
managed to get out of the zoo’s go¬ 
rilla exhibit and into an adjacent 
hog exhibit. 

A 28-year-old western lowland 
gorilla named Holli was found 
last weekend with red river hogs. 
The animals share a zoo habitat 
but are separated. 

Zoo officials said they’re working 
to ensure a gorilla can’t get away 
again. A team managed to return 
the gorilla to her proper home. 

No hogs or gorillas were hurt. 
From wire reports 
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Sebastian Stan, left, plays Jeff Gillooly and Margot Robbie plays Tonya Harding in the movie “I, Tonya.” “The Tonya I met has 
never had her story told,” Robbie says. 


Perspective plays key role in film about '90s skating scandal 


By John Anderson 

Newsday 

onya Harding is still explaining 
herself. 

“It feels like she can’t help it,” 
actress Margot Robbie said of the 
notorious figure skater, “because no one 
would listen. It didn’t matter how many 
times she said, ‘I didn’t do this,’ ‘I didn’t 
feel this way,’ ‘I had nothing against her.’ 
No one wanted to hear that. They kept 
writing what people wanted to hear. 

“The Tonya I met has never had her 
story told,” Robbie added. 

That changed with the release of “I, 
Tonya,” in which Robbie plays the Port¬ 
land, Ore., athlete whose Olympic dreams 
— and fellow skater Nancy Kerrigan’s 
knee — took a beating en route to the 
Lillehammer Games of 1994. What ex¬ 
actly happened among Harding, Kerrigan 
and Harding’s husband, Jeff Gillooly (Se¬ 
bastian Stan), may never be known — and 
that’s something reflected in the original 
screenplay by Steven Rogers, where the 
point of view is constantly changing. 

What really went on? Did Tonya know 
Jeff was going to mastermind the attack 
on her supposed Olympic rival? Did Jeff in 
fact mastermind it at all? 

“Once I knew how I was going to tell the 
story, I didn’t care,” said Rogers. “I really 
didn’t. I just wanted to get everybody’s 
point of view. What was interesting to me 
was what people tell themselves, in order 
to live with themselves.” 

Based on what the film’s opening title 
calls “irony free, wildly contradictory, to¬ 
tally true interviews” with its subject and 
her infamous husband, “I Tonya” is mostly 
about the relationship between Harding 
and Gillooly, both of whom grew up poor in 
Portland, and whose marriage reflected the 
violence of their upbringings. As played by 
Allison Janney, Harding’s mother, LaVona 
Golden, is so abusive of her daughter it’s al¬ 
most funny. Almost. 

“Dancing between the tones in this 
movie was going to be a really hard thing 
to pull off,” said Robbie. She was also one 
of “I, Tonya’s” producers. “We had a list 
of 150 directors looking for someone who 


Loops, flops 
and lutzes 

“I, Tonya” may well be the “Citizen 
Kane” of skating movies, although 
the competition isn’t all that fierce: 
As often happens in sports films, the 
sport is the center of the cinematic 
action while the storyline stays 
largely on the bench. Here’s a few 
other ice-skating films: 

“SUN VALLEY SERENADE” (1941): 
Sonja Henie, the three-time Olympic 
champion from Norway, was one of 
Hollywood’s highest paid stars of the 
1930s. “Sun Valley Serenade” featur¬ 
ing Glenn Miller Orchestra, and co- 
stars John Payne, Milton Berle and 
Dorothy Dandridge, is probably her 
best film. It also features the diminu¬ 
tive star doing what she does best, 
and we don’t mean acting. 

“SNOW WHITE AND THE THREE 
STOOGES” (1961): The Messrs. 
Howard and Fine joined Carol Heiss, 
1960 Olympic Figure Skating Cham¬ 
pion, in a variation on the old fairytale. 
Instead of Dwarfs, we get Stooges. 
“ON THIN ICE: THE TAI BABILONIA 
STORY” (1990): Rachael Crawford 
and Charlie Stratton starred in this 
biopic of the first African-American 
skater to compete at the Olympics. 
“ATTACK OF THE 5’2” WOMEN” 
(1994): A National Lampoon pro¬ 
duction for Showtime, Julie Brown’s 
quickly made comedy was based on 
two sensational stories from the '90s 
headlines. 

“BLADES OF GLORY” (2007): Two 

gold-medal goofballs — Will Ferrell 
and Jon Heder — play rival men’s 
skaters who team up after they realize 
they can still compete in pairs. Exactly 
what you’d expect. 

— John Anderson/Newsday 


could do it.” 

“It was a raffle,” joked Craig Gillespie, 
whose “Lars and the Real Girl” (2007) 
was another film that had to balance pa¬ 
thos, comedy and social criticism. “The 
way I like to approach characters is I want 
to empathize with them, not make fun of 
them. Some of the ‘I, Tonya’ scenes are the 
subjects’ verbatim account of what hap¬ 
pened and it gets pretty absurd at times. 
But I’m always trying to figure out where 
they come from. And why they’re behav¬ 
ing like this.” 

The Tonya Harding story is about wom¬ 
en’s unheard voices, news consumption and 
the acidic resentment felt by the American 
underclass. It’s also about reality televi¬ 
sion, which Harding more or less invented. 
“She did, in the sense that she was on TV 
24 hours a day,” Gillespie said. “We went 
back to look and the amount of footage is 
astounding. So is the lack of protection she 
had around her. Connie Chung was inter¬ 
viewing her on the plane to Lillehammer. 
There was no one around protecting her.” 

Harding’s signature move was the triple 
axel, a move few female skaters would even 
attempt at the time, and which only eight 
female skaters have ever landed in an in¬ 
ternational competition. It helped her win 
the 1991 U.S. Championship, and was a 
product of her sturdy physique — which, 
ironically, counted against her otherwise. 
“She was told to be a certain thing, to have 
a certain image,” Robbie said. “She’s meant 
to be thin and light and graceful like a prin¬ 
cess, when in actual fact she’s an athlete.” 

Stan, who met with Jeff Gillooly and said 
he seemed “weary of revisiting the whole 
thing,” said the Tonya Harding story mir¬ 
rors a number of other American movies 
about very American stories. “It’s remi¬ 
niscent of ‘Raging Bull,’ “ he said. “And 
‘Fargo.’ ‘To Die For.’ It has pieces of those 
movies. Tonya and Jeff were both poor; 
they came from not a whole lot and sure, 
I think there’s a message here about how 
someone like that would be ill-equipped 
to deal with fame and money and having 
contracts thrown at them. They grew up 
on peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. 
And it all happened so quickly.” 



New Jimi Hendrix 
album with unreleased 
songs coming in March 

From wire reports 

Unreleased songs recorded by Jimi Hen¬ 
drix between 1968 and 1970 will be released 
next year. 

Experience Hendrix and Legacy Record¬ 
ings announced Wednesday that they will 
release Hendrix’s “Both Sides of the Sky” 
on March 9. The 13-track album includes 10 
songs that have never been released. 

Hendrix died in 1970 at age 27. The new 
album is the third volume in a trilogy from 
the guitar hero’s archive. “Valleys of Nep¬ 
tune” was released in 2010, followed by “Peo¬ 
ple, Hell and Angels,” released in 2013. 

Eddie Kramer, who worked as recording 
engineer on every Hendrix album made dur¬ 
ing the artist’s life, said in an interview that 
1969 was “a very experimental year” for 
Hendrix, and that he was blown away as he 
worked on the new album. “The first thing 
is you put the tape on and you listen to it and 
the hairs just stand up right on the back of 
your neck and you go, ‘Oh my God. This is too 
(expletive) incredible,”’ said Kramer. “It’s an 
incredible thing. Forty, 50 years later, here we 
are, and I’m listening to these tapes going, ‘Oh 
my God, that’s an amazing performance.’” 

Many of the album’s tracks were recorded 
by Band of Gypsys, Hendrix’s trio with Buddy 
Miles and Billy Cox. Stephen Stills appears 
on two songs: “$20 Fine” and “Woodstock.” 
“It sounds like Crosby, Stills & Nash except 
it’s on acid, you know,” Kramer, laughing, 
said of “$20 Fine.” 

“Jimi is just rocking it,” he added. “It’s an 
amazing thing.” 

Other news 

■ John Mayer has been hospitalized for an 
emergency appendectomy. A representative 
for the musician said Mayer was admitted to 
the hospital Tuesday morning. 

■ AARP the Magazine says its Movies for 
Grownups Awards will be televised for the 
first time next year, when Helen Mirren will 
receive its lifetime achievement honors. The 
magazine announced Wednesday that Mirren 
will accept the Career Achievement Award at 
a ceremony on Feb. 5. 

■ Linkin Park frontman Chester Ben¬ 
nington had alcohol and ecstasy in his system 
when he committed suicide during the sum¬ 
mer, a final autopsy report released Tuesday 
confirms. 

■ Katy Perry won another payday in her 
battle over a Los Angeles convent. The same 
jury that awarded the singer nearly $1.6 mil¬ 
lion in compensatory damages to cover her 
costs fighting a businesswoman for the prop¬ 
erty voted Monday to give her another $3.3 
million in punitive damages, City News Ser¬ 
vice reported. 

■ Terry Crews alleges talent agents at 
William Morris Endeavor are “knowingly 
permitted and encouraged to engage in sexu¬ 
ally predatory conduct” in a lawsuit filed 
Tuesday against the agency and one of its top 
executives. 

■ The jury is still out on the long-term 
effect Matt Lauer’s firing will have on the 
ratings of NBC’s “Today,” but viewers were 
drawn to the program last week as the an¬ 
chor’s sexual harassment scandal unfolded. 
According to Nielsen data for Nov. 27 through 
Dec. 1, “Today” averaged 4.9 million viewers, 
topping ABC’s “Good Morning America,” 
which had 4.4 million. “CBS This Morning” 
was in third for the week with 3.5 million. 

■ Johnny Hallyday, France’s biggest rock 
star for more than half a century and an icon 
who packed sports stadiums and all but lit up 
the Eiffel Tower with his high-energy con¬ 
certs at the foot of the Paris landmark, has 
died. He was 74. President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron, who knew the star off-stage, announced 
his death in a statement early Wednesday, 
saying “he brought a part of America into our 
national pantheon.” 
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US firms less confident in 
China's business climate 


Apple CEO is hopeful banned 
apps will return to China store 


By Kelvin Chan 

Associated. Press 

HONG KONG — U.S. compa¬ 
nies in China are seeing their 
sales improve but are frustrated 
by policies and regulatory bar¬ 
riers that block better access to 
the country’s lucrative market, 
according to a survey released 
Wednesday. 

The U.S.-China Business 
Council’s survey showed most 
companies are enjoying better 
profitability and expecting higher 
revenues for their China opera¬ 
tions as the economy revives. 

But restricted market access 
and uncertainty over Beijing’s 
policies toward foreign compa¬ 
nies have left them less optimistic 
about the business climate than 
in recent years. 

The council represents 200 
U.S. companies doing business 
with China. Results from the an¬ 
nual survey were based on re¬ 
sponses from more than half its 
members. 

Challenges include fierce com¬ 
petition from Chinese rivals, de¬ 
mands for technology transfers 
and strict cyber regulations. 

“Most of the regulatory chal¬ 
lenges that companies face each 
day did not see improvement this 
year,” President John Frisbie 
said. “The stagnation in imple¬ 
mentation of needed economic 
reforms is undermining confi¬ 
dence among American compa¬ 
nies that their concerns will be 
addressed.” 

Chinese competition is a peren¬ 
nial concern, with companies say¬ 
ing their domestic competitors, 
both state-owned and private, are 


Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Apple’s 
chief executive said Wednes¬ 
day he’s optimistic some apps 
that fell afoul of China’s tight 
internet laws will eventually 
be restored after being re¬ 
moved earlier this year. 

Speaking at a business 
forum in southern China, CEO 
Tim Cook also dismissed criti¬ 
cism of his appearance days 
earlier at an internet confer¬ 
ence promoting Beijing’s vi¬ 
sion of a censored internet. 

Cook’s high-profile appear¬ 
ance Sunday at the govern¬ 
ment-organized World Internet 
Conference drew comments 
from activists and U.S. politi- 


benefiting from preferential gov¬ 
ernment financing, approvals and 
access to government contracts. 
That’s led some firms to reduce 
or halt their investment plans. 

Other issues have gained in 
urgency given recent tensions 
between the U.S. and China over 
Beijing’s efforts to acquire for¬ 
eign technological know-how and 
control the internet. 

One in five companies reported 
being asked to transfer their tech¬ 
nology to China. 

The council said it is an “acute 
problem” for companies that re¬ 
ceive such requests, often from 
their Chinese partners rather 


cians who say Apple should do 
more to push back against Chi¬ 
nese internet restrictions. 

He said he believed strongly 
in freedoms but also thought 
that foreign companies need to 
play by local rules where they 
operate. 

When asked about Chinese 
government policies requir¬ 
ing removal of apps, including 
ones from operators of virtual 
private networks that can get 
around the country’s inter¬ 
net filters, he said, “My hope 
over time is that some of these 
things, the couple things that 
have been pulled, come back. 

“I have great hope on that 
and great optimism,” he 
added. 


than government entities. 

The requests are sometimes 
part of normal commercial nego¬ 
tiations, but “in many cases the 
hand of the Chinese government 
is behind these requests,” the re¬ 
port said. 

Half of companies who re¬ 
ceived such requests said they 
were unacceptable but they still 
had to transfer some technology. 

Tech transfers have caught the 
attention of President Donald 
Trump, who has accused China of 
abusive practices. In August, he 
ordered his trade office to launch 
an investigation of possible Chi¬ 
nese theft of U.S. technology and 



Mark Schiefelbein/AP 


A shopper carries grocery bags as she exits a Walmart store in 
Beijing on Wednesday. 


intellectual property. 

Four out of five companies sur¬ 
veyed said they were somewhat or 
very concerned about the impact 
on business operations of cyber 
and data regulations, including 
restrictions on the internet and 
on use of virtual private networks 
that let users get around the Chi¬ 
nese government’s filters. 

Most internet users in China 
are prevented from accessing 
many overseas sites by the filters, 
known as the “Great Firewall.” 

It is a bulwark in the vision of 
a censored internet promoted at 
a conference this week in eastern 
China that drew many high-pro¬ 
file figures from the tech world. 


MARKET WATCH 


Dec. 5, 2017 

Dow Jones -109.41 

industrials 2 4,180.64 

Nasdaq -13.16 

composite 6 , 76 2.21 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 7). 

Dollar buys (Dec. 7). 

British pound (Dec. 7).. 

Japanese yen (Dec. 7). 

South Korean won (Dec. 7). 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Hong Kong (Dollar).. 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 

Singapore (Dollar).... 

South Korea (Won)... 
Switzerland (Franc).. 

Thailand (Baht). 


...$1.2130 

...€0.8244 

.$1.37 

.110.00 


.6.6143 

. 6.3089 

. 17.7998 

$1.1796/0.8477 

.7.8140 

. 266.63 

.3.5141 

.112.23 

.0.3018 

. 8.2662 

.50.75 

.3.57 

.3.7502 

. 1.3488 

. 1,093.49 

. 0.9893 

.... 32.63 


Turkey (New Lira) 3.8466(Military exchange 
rates are those available to customers at 
military banking facilities in the country of 
issuance for Japan, South Korea, Germany, 
the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. 
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


Standard & -9.87 

Poor’s 500 2,629.57 


Russell 

2000 


-15.65 

1,516.76 


I INTEREST RATES I 

Prime rate 

..4.00 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

.. 1.75 
..1.16 

3 month bill 

..1.26 

..2.73 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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F ans of Robert Ludlum’s thrillers 
easily recognize his protagonists 
as calm, canny, determined and 
worldly fellows quietly fighting 
sinister forces out to get rid of them in 
stealthy ways. 

No one characterizes Rex Tillerson 
as thrilling. But he could otherwise fit 
that role. President-elect Donald Trump 
took the advice of Robert Gates and met 
with Tillerson, a career oil executive who 
spent years successfully running one of 
the globe’s larger corporations in Exxon 
Mobil and driving it through three mas¬ 
sive mergers. 

Soon after their meeting, Trump named 
Tillerson the 69th official secretary of 
state in U.S. history, a long line of distin¬ 
guished names such as Thomas Jefferson, 
Daniel Webster, William Seward, George 
Marshall and Henry Kissinger. 

Tillerson is one of the few secretaries 
with no formal diplomatic experience and 
soon may become one of that office’s short¬ 
est-serving, which, by the way, is fourth in 
line of succession to the presidency. 

The latest bold bid by nameless adminis¬ 
tration sources to oust Tillerson by leak in 
collusion with cooperative media members 
is a classic D.C. maneuver full of intrigue, 
ambition and malevolence. It is also illus¬ 
trative of the fetid field of play that so many 
millions of Americans disdain and chose 
Trump to drain. 

Indeed in a recent Gallup poll, respon¬ 
dents listed “Government” as the nation’s 
worst problem, actually a two-way con¬ 
demnation since voters themselves select¬ 
ed the members of that government. 

If several major media outlets are to be 
believed, at least two senior administration 
officials say Chief of Staff John Kelly has 
drawn up a plan to replace Tillerson with 
CIA Director Mike Pompeo, who would be 
replaced at the CIA by Sen. Tom Cotton by 


By Thomas Callender 

Special to InsideSources.com 

U V ecember 7, 1941 ... a date 
■ which will live in infamy.” 
M These were President 
A ^ Franklin Delano Roos¬ 
evelt’s opening words when he addressed 
Congress and the nation the day after the 
surprise attack. These words would be¬ 
come the rallying cry for the American 
people in the ensuing months and years 
as the United States fought its way across 
the Pacific and eventually defeated the 
Japanese. 

Dec. 7 marks the 76th anniversary of 
the attack on Pearl Harbor. It is fitting that 
on Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day we 
remember the U.S. sailors, Marines, sol¬ 
diers, airmen and civilians who gave their 
lives that fateful day. 

The attack commenced at 7:48 a.m. on 
a quiet Sunday morning while many sail¬ 
ors and Pearl Harbor residents were still 
in bed. At 8:06 a.m., a Japanese bomber 
dropped an armor-piercing shell atop the 
forward ammunition magazine of the USS 
Arizona. Within seconds, a catastrophic 
explosion tore the mighty warship in half 
and ignited a fire that would burn for two 
days. Of the 1,512 crewmembers on board, 
only 334 survived. 

Less than two hours later, the attack was 
over. The butcher’s bill was ghastly: 2,403 
Americans lay dead or dying, with an ad¬ 
ditional 1,178 wounded. 

The fleet was devastated: 17 ships sunk 
or damaged, including all eight battleships 
in port. One hundred eighty-eight aircraft 


year’s end or soon after. 

The Washington media lap up these 
anonymous leaks like starving kittens. 
Personnel contests, like shallow election 
horse race stories, are easy to do, appear to 
contain drama and inside info and elevate 
the reporter to someone-in-the-know. 

The fundamental problem with these 
self-serving reports is the sources are un¬ 
known, so news consumers cannot judge 
their trustworthiness and motivations. 
Which, of course, is the point of hiding 
their identities. Consumers must trust the 
reporters and media outlets, a dubious act 
in this era of rampant Trump antipathy. 
The New York Times started this latest 
Tillerson-is-a-goner meme. 

Select reporters are handed a litany of 
alleged Tillerson failures to repeat, includ¬ 
ing bureaucratic lethargy and behind-the- 
scenes disagreements. 

Some leaks, of course, are benignly 
promotional. FDR cleverly invented this 
media manipulation. Recognizing newspa¬ 
pers’ need for news and the lack of it for 
Monday editions, he filled the void with his 
own Sunday night messages. 

Today’s unidentified leak sources, how¬ 
ever, could also be rogue troublemakers 
with a grudge against the secretary. They 
could be deep-state operatives seeking to 
stoke the Trump narrative of operational 
chaos. Or as in a Ludlum novel, they could 
be authorized to do this by a shadowy high- 
er-up with his own devious motivations, 
possibly to undermine and embarrass Til¬ 
lerson so he resigns voluntarily. 

During my days as a government and 
campaign information operative, a politi¬ 
cian once handed me some info to leak 
anonymously, saying with a wink, “See 
that you suppress this widely.” 

In this time of competitive 24/7 news 
cycles in Washington, it’s not all that hard 
for skilled political operatives to play hun¬ 
gry reporters, especially if the leaked info 
reflects negatively on Trump or his team. 

One advantage is the hidden sources get 


were destroyed and 159 damaged, many as 
they sat on the ground. 

Amid the tragedy were countless acts of 
valor and self-sacrifice — men and women 
who fought back amid the flames or risked 
their lives to save others. Pearl Harbor 
exemplifies the very best of the American 
fighting spirit and how our nation responds 
to tragedy. 

There stood Navy Steward Doris Miller, 
the first black sailor to be awarded the 
Navy Cross. He manned a machine gun 
and shot down a Japanese bomber, even 
though he had never been trained to do so. 

There rushed Grace Lally, the chief 
nurse of the hospital ship Solace. Seeing 
the attack unfold, she led her staff of nurs¬ 
es through a hail of bullets and bombs to 
reach the Solace, the only ship with facili¬ 
ties to care for the wounded. She and her 
staff treated more than 300 wounded that 
day. 

Julio DeCastro, a civilian shipyard 
worker, risked his own life to save the men 
trapped aboard the USS Oklahoma. Swim¬ 
ming out to the capsized ship, DeCastro 
heard the tapping of survivors. Within 24 
hours, he and his team succeeded in cut¬ 
ting holes in the hull and saving the lives of 
32 servicemen. 

Rather than demoralizing the Ameri¬ 
can people, the fires of the USS Arizona 
galvanized the nation with an unshakable 
resolve to defeat our enemies. 

Recruiting centers were crowded with 
volunteers seeking to enlist and fight on 
ships, in airplanes or on the battlefields 
of the Pacific Islands or Europe. Millions 
more were just as crucial to the war ef- 


the initial burst of coverage, often labeled 
“Exclusive,” and then a second wave of 
reinforcing coverage as other outlets play 
catchup. Third and fourth news cycles like¬ 
ly feature stories of predictable reactions 
from: 

The Target: Leaving, said Tillerson, “has 
never been a consideration in my mind.” 

From Congress: “It’s been evident to 
me for some time, somebody is seeking to 
undermine his presence here,” said Bob 
Corker, chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

And from Trump himself: “He’s not 
leaving and while we disagree on certain 
subjects, (I call the final shots) we work 
well together and America is highly re¬ 
spected again!” 

Of course, Trump vowed firm sup¬ 
port previously for Steve Bannon, Reince 
Priebus, Sean Spicer, Tom Price, Jim 
Comey and Mike Flynn, all of whom ended 
up departing soon after. 

At some point, of course, all Cabinet 
members leave their posts. After the co- 
lossally botched “Obamacare” rollout and 
website collapse of 2013, Barack Obama 
didn’t fire Health and Human Services 
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius. He kept her 
on for six months, then sent her off on a 
flood of praise. 

Dumping Tillerson now would not be 
smart. He’s on a weeklong European trip 
loyally delivering Trump advocacy to al¬ 
lies. And another firing would drown out 
the trumpets heralding Trump’s anticipat¬ 
ed first legislative victory of tax reform. 

Year end could be a good time to send 
the former oil executive back to his com¬ 
fortable Texas retirement. Fewer people 
pay attention to news over holidays. And if, 
as has occurred during all previous Tiller¬ 
son firing boomlets, the secretary doesn’t 
depart then, no one can point fingers at the 
sources. They’re still anonymous. 

Andrew Malcolm is an author and veteran nation¬ 
al and foreign correspondent covering politics 
since the 1960s. 


fort, toiling in the factories and shipyards 
to build the ships, aircraft, tanks and guns 
our servicemen needed to fight and win. 

On that December day in 1941, our 
forces were badly beaten. But that defeat 
determined the course of history in a way 
not imagined by our enemies. It stirred 
and mobilized the American people and 
set in motion a united national effort that 
produced future victories in battle and ul¬ 
timately the war. It forged a new destiny 
and identity for America — that of a world 
leader resolved to challenge any aggressor 
who tried to attack our freedoms or those 
of our allies. Pearl Harbor should remind 
us that America, our military — and espe¬ 
cially our Navy — must be ever vigilant 
and always ready to fight and win against 
any potential adversaries. 

Even today, oil continues to leak from 
the wreck of the Arizona. Survivors call 
these oil drops slowly rising to the water’s 
surface “the black tears of the Arizona.” 
These “tears” serve as a reminder to every 
visitor to the USS Arizona Memorial of the 
sailors who perished 76 years ago and re¬ 
main entombed in her hull. 

Each passing year leaves us with fewer 
and fewer Pearl Harbor survivors to tell 
their tales and those of their lost shipmates. 
It falls to every American to ensure the 
next generation, our children and grand¬ 
children, know their stories and why this 
day in American history matters so very 
much. 


Thomas Callender, a 20-year veteran and former 
director of capabilities for the Navy, is a senior 
research fellow at The Heritage Foundation. 


Out of Pearl Harbor devastation came resolve 
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OPINION_ 

N. Korea wants nuclear power designation 



Jon Chol Jin/AP 


U.N. Undersecretary-General for Political Affairs Jeffrey Feltman, center, walks upon 
arrival at Pyongyang International Airport in North Korea on Tuesday. Feltman is the 
highest-ranking U.N. envoy to visit North Korea in six years. 


By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
he U.S.-North Korea confronta¬ 
tion is nearing another tense in¬ 
flection point, with North Korea 
signaling that it could be ready for 
negotiations with Washington soon, even 
as it moves toward becoming a full nuclear 
weapons power. 

When such diplomatic standoffs get re¬ 
solved, it’s often by allowing each country 
to claim it’s entering negotiations on its own 
terms. In this case, North Korea would as¬ 
sert its status as a nuclear weapons state, 
while the U.S. would insist the dialogue 
is about eventual denuclearization of the 
Korean Peninsula. This may sound like an 
unbridgeable divide, but that’s what diplo¬ 
macy is for. 

But as 2017 nears its end, the two coun¬ 
tries still appear to be on a collision course. 
Kim Jong Un’s bellicose rhetoric matches 
President Donald Trump’s. There’s an odd 
mutual fascination, too, which one foreign 
diplomat describes as “love/hate.” 

Speculation about talks increased, para¬ 
doxically, after North Korea’s latest mis¬ 
sile test on Nov. 29, which appeared to 
demonstrate Pyongyang’s capability to 
strike the continental United States. In a 
statement, Kim announced “with pride 
that now we have finally realized the great 
historic cause of completing the state nu¬ 
clear force.” 

To some analysts, Kim was declaring 
victory — and preparing a pivot. Russian 
emissary Vitaly Pashin told Interfax news 
agency on Dec. 1, after a visit to Pyong¬ 
yang, that senior officials there “told me 
that the North was prepared to sit at the 
negotiating table.” The Tass news agency 
said North Korea affirmed it is “ready for 
talks with Washington on the condition that 
it is recognized as a nuclear power.” 

North Korea’s insistence on its nuclear 
weapons status was conveyed to Song Tau, 
a senior Chinese emissary who visited 
Pyongyang on Nov. 17. The North Koreans 
are said to have reminded Song that since 


2012, the North Korean constitution has 
formally characterized the country as “a 
nuclear state.” 

Pyongyang seemingly wants negotia¬ 
tions with America, but on its own terms. 
Analysts speculate that to justify keeping 
its existing stockpile of several dozen nu¬ 
clear weapons, North Korea might prom¬ 
ise not to share its nuclear technology with 
others and not to attack the U.S. The U.S. 
would be wary of such assurances, given 
Pyongyang’s history of broken promises 
and proliferation. 


North Korea evidently wants to be like 
India and Pakistan, which became de facto 
members of the nuclear club after building 
weapons secretly. It doesn’t want to be like 
Libya or Iraq, whose leaders were deposed 
and killed after giving up their nuclear 
programs. 

The Trump administration has publicly 
dismissed the latest overtures. A State 
Department spokesman said Sunday, “We 
do not see any indications of North Korea 
being committed to or interested in cred¬ 
ible talks for denuclearization.” And on 


Monday, State again rejected, as it has for 
months, Chinese and Russian calls for a 
mutual “freeze for freeze” on North Korea 
testing and U.S. military exercises: “It is 
not enough for [North Korea] to stop its 
program where it is today.” 

An interesting visitor to Pyongyang this 
week is Jeffrey Feltman, U.N. undersecre¬ 
tary-general and a former U.S. assistant 
secretary of state. He’s the highest-rank¬ 
ing U.N. envoy there in six years. What’s 
he up to? Diplomats aren’t talking. 

The U.S. strategy for pressuring North 
Korea remains centered on China and the 
hope that the Chinese will tighten sanctions 
so much that they squeeze Pyongyang into 
backing down. Many analysts are skeptical 
this will work. The North Koreans resent 
Chinese interference, and they have stock¬ 
piled a year or more of energy supplies to 
cope with such pressure tactics. 

China doesn’t want a nuclear North 
Korea, but it doesn’t want a U.S. strike on 
its border, either. It seeks a diplomatic so¬ 
lution that will resolve the irreconcilable. 
That’s been a U.S. desire for three decades, 
too, with no success yet. 

History tells us that an unconventional 
solution was found to avert nuclear war 
55 years ago, and interestingly, Washing¬ 
ton and Beijing are reviewing those very 
lessons. According to a senior Pentagon 
official, a high-level Chinese and Ameri¬ 
can military gathering last week in Wash¬ 
ington conducted a joint case study of the 
Cuban missile crisis. 

Has North Korea crossed the nuclear 
threshold? Pyongyang’s recent statements 
suggest they have, but some analysts have 
doubts. North Korea hasn’t shown it can 
control an ICBM’s re-entry, and it hasn’t 
fitted an actual warhead atop a missile, 
sources say. 

Will the Trump administration try to 
block North Korea from crossing this final 
goal line, by military means if necessary? 
Or will it seek a diplomatic formula that 
could, over time, leave all sides better off 
than the cataclysm of war? At this holiday 
season, that conundrum is hidden in the 
dark box in the corner. 



Alabama is a mirror of truths we refuse to face 


By Ted Gup 

Special to The Washington Post 

I n my family, Alabama was always 
spoken of as a magical place re¬ 
flecting much of what is best about 
America. That may be hard to swal¬ 
low for some. But for the Gups, Mobile was 
a haven. Hence, my father’s taste for grits; 
my courtly bachelor uncles, Nat and Gabe, 
lived there. In the city archives, a black- 
and-white photo of 56 Dauphin St. captures 
a sign reading “Gup The Tailor.” There my 
great-grandfathers, Marcus and Abraham, 
sat side by side, stitching costumes for 
Mobile’s fabulous Mardi Gras. 

My family had fled pogroms, Cossacks 
and ghettos. They crossed the Atlantic 
in steerage with no more than a battered 
Torah, a samovar and passports marked 
Vilnius and Tbilisi. To Alabama they came 
and there they found the thing they hun¬ 
gered for most: acceptance. Over a gen¬ 
eration, their Yiddish would yield to deep 
Southern drawls, their kosher palates to 
gumbo, their circle of friends widening 
well beyond their own faith. 

On Jan. 15,1894, before a Mobile court, 
my great-grandfather Abraham renounced 
his allegiance to the sultan of Turkey and 
became a U.S. citizen, but also, and always, 
a proud Alabaman — a tale as improbable 


as it is distinctly American. 

So it pains me to read how today’s 
Americans view Alabama, where much of 
my extended family still lives, as home to 
the sanctimonious Senate candidate Roy 
Moore, accused of trolling for teens, and 
as a backwater state rife with bigotry, hy¬ 
pocrisy and xenophobia. I think of the Ala¬ 
bama to which I was reverently introduced 
in my youth — an Eden with live oaks 
draped with Spanish moss, wide porches 
and open hearts, romanticized to be sure. 
Mobile took my family in when no one else 
would. I feel indebted. 

In the minds of many, particularly in the 
North and Northeast, Alabama has become 
the poster child of the narrow-minded, the 
self-righteous, the extreme. It is the butt of 
jokes. (What is “Alabama” backward? Ala¬ 
bama is backward.) The cesspool of mod¬ 
em politics would seem to find its drain in 
Alabama, where even God is seen to lend 
his blessing to corruption. 

But if Alabama makes us uncomfortable, 
it is perhaps because our own foibles are 
writ a little larger there, magnified that we 
may see ourselves for who we are and what 
we are becoming. Alabama hosts rank par¬ 
tisanship and evangelical fervor (both re¬ 
ligious and political) that contravenes the 
Christian spirit. It has demagoguery and 
scapegoating, the demonizing of fellow 


citizens, zealotry, suspicion and trib a lism 
— but in none of this is it alone. In Alabama 
it just seems to play out on a wider screen. 
It is the mirror we shun — not just a state 
but a state of mind. We hold it at arm’s 
length because we cannot face the truth 
about ourselves. 

Walking among my family’s graves in 
Mobile, I know that even in death it was 
“White Only,” and that a foreign-born 
Jew had access to this soil when a native- 
born black man did not. The legacy of Gov. 
George Wallace, the bombing of the 16th 
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, the 
water cannons and police dogs now find 
full expression in the face of Moore, who 
champions the Ten Commandments but 
sees them as a license to lie, hate and bring 
out the least Christian of impulses in his 
constituents. He is a master of mixing vir¬ 
tue and vice till neither is distinguishable 
from the other. 

But the Alabama my family knew and 
knows is only partially reflected in the 
headlines. It is not the caricature of the ig¬ 
norant Southerner, not the Bible-thumping 
congregation that prefers a potential child 
molester to missing out on a tax cut. 

My relatives in Alabama could not be 
more pained by the thought of Moore’s as¬ 
cent to the U.S. Senate. But their anguish 
should be familiar to many well beyond 


the state who wince at Donald Trump as 
president, commander in chief and the 
face of the United States. Alabama is no 
more monolithic than the rest of the country, 
and no less divided. The war for the soul of 
America goes on there as it goes on in states 
and homes across this land. 

The truth is that if Alabama did not 
exist, we might have to invent it. In this 
moment of national doubt and angst, we 
need to look down our noses at someplace 
else, to express the disdain of those who 
themselves have become unmoored, com¬ 
placent or resigned. Alabama is the perfect 
foil in the Trump era, a reference point on 
the Southern horizon — a safe distance 
from Los Angeles and New York — that of¬ 
fers us the sense that we are somehow dif¬ 
ferent, better and above. 

My adopted home, smug Boston, like 
so many other places quick to judge, can 
block out its own dire record on race and 
religious intolerance as it spurns its South¬ 
ern cousins (mine, literally). But it is self- 
delusion, the kind that compromises the 
conscience and allows for the rest of us to 
descend deeper into the abyss. In each of 
us, there is a bit of Alabama, the shameful 
and the noble, warring for dominance. 

Ted Gup is a Boston-based author and professor 
of journalism at Emerson College. 
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YOU GOT ME THINKING, 
CAULFIELD. HERE’S THE 


you do youK homework ontimE; 

I’LL SKIP THE GREM &1G DOUGHNUT 


, NM NOT \ . / WHNT WAS YOUR 
AT ML SURE 4c FIRST SIGN? 
A&OUT THIS. I aj X THAT IT WAS 
HER IDEA? 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


THE ELBONIAN VIRUS 
IN OUR NETUJORK JUST 
GAVE EVERY EMPLOYEE 
A 10% RAISE. 


YOU HAVE TO GET 
RID OF THE VIRUS! 


IF THE ELBONIAN 
SOFTWARE IS GIVING 
ME A RAISE, AND YOU'RE 
TRYING TO STOP IT, 
WOULDN'T THAT MAKE 
YOU THE VIRUS? 




DO\rlH NvM eRltuMTT 
THO0&IS& 66.F0RE I 
poz-RD oFF„. 




...i saw, merry 

CURIATMAA. ir$ A TIME. OF 
JO/ AMP UAPPMEAA. YOU'RE 
AUPPOAEP TO AAV "MERRY 
CUR&TMAP UCK. WUAT'A 
WR0M& WITH PEOPLEf 
POEAM'T AMYOME HAVE ANY 
MAMMERA AMYMORE ? 




I tkougkt learning, to taiUT^ 

Would te dool, tut yloW tlaat 

I dan understand wkat 
you people are laying, 

I’m terrified. 


Fist,® Kim; features 

02AKKO.COIA 
FaaeLooKaom/ EizarroComiag, 



/ um £Ki?r- 
eoem 

w 


ACROSS 

52 Mother of Zeus 

23 Xbox enthusiast 

1 God of war 

53 Lion’s share 

24 Bond foe 

5 Cold and damp 

54 Roofing goo 

25 Declares 

8 Snitch 

55 Beach blanket? 

26 Gentle soul 

12 Leslie Caron film 


27 Buckeye State 

13 Blackbird 

DOWN 

28 Deep-fried franks 

14 Send forth 

1 Oodles 

32 Corn Belt locale 

15 Oil cartel 

2 TV host Kelly 

33 Bothers 

16 Calendar abbr. 

3 Util, bill 

persistently 

17 Raced 

4 Ship’s hospital 

35 “The Bells” 

18 Fishing gear 

5 Asian noodles 

author 

20 Missile shelter 

6 Yucatan year 

36 2001, to Cato 

22 Church game 

7 Endearing, 

38 “Terrific!” 

handouts 

as a smile 

39 Milk dispenser 


26 Making all 
the stops 

29 Actress Adams 

30 401 (k) alternative 

31 “Hi, sailor!” 

32 French Mrs. 

33 Weak 

34 Soviet space 
station 

35 Bakery buy 

36 Office notes 

37 Percussionists 
beat them 

40 Sketched 

41 Agitation 

45 Skin soother 
47 Conclusion 

49 Roof overhang 

50 Forum wear 

51 Observe 

12-7 


8 Inventor Nikola 

9 Large store 

10 Fib 

11 British “Inc.” 

19 Like Abner 
21 Glacial 


42 “Funny!” 

43 Divisible by two 

44 Peruse 

45 Cash dispenser 

46 Privy 

48 PBS funder 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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HOMEWARDBOUND 


IF I X A T 


I E L I O T 


CRYPTOQUTP 


YIK WXCB YKUFKJLYDJ K TR 

FKJOKWY OXJ YITR YTUK XO 

QKLJ. T ’ U RDJK HKQXAB L 

RKLRXALHCK BXDHY, 
Yesterday's Crvptoquipt EVERYONE HAS 
LONGINGS THROUGHOUT THEIR ENTIRE LIVES. 
INDEED. YOU’RE NEVER TOO OLD TO YEARN, 
Today's Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals T 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSlQfSTRIPES; 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 



■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 

through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 
adoption. 


Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vil seckautos ale s.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 


Jobs Offered 630 


HELP WANTED 

H&R Block in Mainz Kastel is 
looking for an experienced full 
time tax consultant. Call or email 
Mr. Clemons 06145-5490684 or 
eclemons@hrblock.com. 


the KMCC Mall on Ramsteir 
Airbase.. Call or email Mr 
Clemons 06145-5490684 01 

eclemons@hrblock.com. 


Travel_1000 


**Xmas in Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 



Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 




Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARStaSTRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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Mobile 


Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

stars s-j Stripes. 

UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 


Newspaper 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


NFL 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T 

n England 10 2 0 


College football 

1 

College basketball 

1 

Pro soccer 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Celebration Bowl 


Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 
Miami 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Oakland 
Denver 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T 


Pet PF PA 

833 348 223 
500 227 283 
417 266 288 
417 209 298 

667 266 282 
667 299 178 
333 296 309 
250 205 330 

833 281 213 
583 280 207 
417 219 238 
000 176 308 

500 303 274 
500 268 212 
500 249 278 
250 206 315 


Philadelphia 
Dallas 
Washington 
N.Y. Giants 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 

Minnesota 
Detroit 
Green Bay 
Chicago 


Pet PF PA 

833 361 215 
500 286 284 


6 6 0 
3 9 0 


750 353 243 
667 269 238 
583 274 244 
333 243 288 

833 285 204 
500 314 308 
500 258 281 
250 191 267 


750 361 222 
667 290 222 
417 219 310 
167 202 298 


West 

L.A. Rams 9 3 0 

Seattle 8 4 0 

Arizona 5 7 0 

San Francisco 2 10 0 _ 

Thursday’s game 
Dallas 38, Washington 14 
Sunday’s games 
Minnesota 14, Atlanta 9 
San Francisco 15, Chicago 14 
New England 23, Buffalo 3 
Green Bay 26, Tampa Bay 20, OT 
Jacksonville 30, Indianapolis 10 
Baltimore 44, Detroit 20 
N.Y. Jets 38, Kansas City 31 
Miami 35, Denver 9 
Tennessee 24, Houston 13 
L.A. Chargers 19, Cleveland 10 
New Orleans 31, Carolina 21 
Oakland 24, N.Y Giants 17 
L.A. Rams 32, Arizona 16 
Seattle 24, Philadelphia 10 
Monday’s game 
Pittsburgh 23, Cincinnati 20 
Thursday, Dec. 7 
New Orleans at Atlanta 
Sunday, Dec. 10 
Oakland at Kansas City 
San Francisco at Houston 
Minnesota at Carolina 
Chicago at Cincinnati 
Green Bay at Cleveland 
Detroit at Tampa Bay 
Indianapolis at Buffalo 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants 
Washington at L.A. Chargers 
Tennessee at Arizona 
N.Y. Jets at Denver 
Seattle at Jacksonville 
Philadelphia at L.A. Rams 
Baltimore at Pittsburgh 

Monday, Dec. 11 
|-'—* at Miami 


New England at IV 


Pro baseball 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK — The 162 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (9) - Pedro Alvarez; dh- 
lb; Ryan Flaherty, 2b; Craig Gentry, of; 
J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Ub- 
aldo Jimenez, rhp; Wade Miley, Ihp; Seth 
Smith, of; Chris Tillman, rhp. 

BOSTON (7) - Fernando Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Raiai Davis, of: Mitch 
Moreland, lb; Eduarao Nunez, inf; Addi¬ 
son Reed, rhp; Chris Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) - Mike PeWrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

CLEVELAND (7) - Craig Breslow, Ihp; 
Jay Bruce, of; Austin Jackson, of; Boone 
Logan, Ihp; q-Carlos Santana, c; Bryan 
Shaw, rhp; Joe Smith, rhp. 

DETROIT (1) — Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (5) - Carlos Beltran, dh; 
Tyler Clippard, rhp: Luke Gregerson, rhp; 
Francisco Liriano, Ihp; Cameron Maybin, 
of. 

KANSAS CITY (9) - Melky Cabrera, 
of; Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Lorenzo Cain, of; 
Alcides Escobar, ss; q-Eric Hosmer, lb; 
Mike Minor, Ihp; q-Mike Moustakas, 3b; 
Peter Moylan, rhp; Jason Vargas, Ihp. 

LOS ANGELES (11) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b; Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Yusmeiro Petit, rhp; 
Brandon Phillips, 2b; Ben Revere, of; Fer¬ 
nando Salas, rhp; Huston Street, rhp. 


At Atlanta 

NC A&T (11-0) vs. Grambling State (11-1) 

New Orleans Bowl 

North Texas (9-4) vs. Troy (10-2) 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Georgia State (6-5) vs. Western Ken¬ 
tucky (6-6) 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Boise State (10-3) vs. Oregon (7-5) 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Colorado State (7-5) vs. Marshall (7-5) 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Arkansas State (7-3) vs. Middle Ten¬ 
nessee (6-6) 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
Akron (7-6) vs. FAU (10-3) 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Louisiana Tech (6-6) vs. SMU (7-5) 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Temple (6-6) vs. FIU (8-4) 

Friday, Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Ohio (8-4) vs. UAB (8-4) 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

Central Michigan (7-5) vs. Wyoming (7-5) 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 

South Florida (9-2) vs. Texas Tech (6-6) 

Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 

San Diego State (10-2) vs. Army (8-3) 

Dollar General Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Appalachian State (8-4) vs. Toledo (11-2) 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 


Fresno State (9-4) vs. Houston (7-4) 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 

West Virginia (7-5) vs. Utah (6-6) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Northern Illinois (8-4) vs. Duke (6-6) 

Cactus Bowl 
Phoenix 

Kansas State (7-5) vs. UCLA (6-6) 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Southern Mississippi (8-4) vs. Florida 
State (6-6) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Iowa (7-5) 

Foster Farms Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Texas (6-6) vs. Missouri (7-5) 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Virginia (6-6) vs. Navy (6-5) 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Virginia Tech 
(9-3) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Stanford (9-4) vs. TCU (10-3) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Washington State (9-3) vs. Michigan 
State (9-3) 

Friday, Dec. 29 
Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Wake Forest (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (7-5) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

NC State (8-4) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 

Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Kentucky (7-5) vs. Northwestern (9-3) 


Bartolo Colon, rhp; Dillon Gee, rhp; Glen 
Perkins, Ihp; Hector Santiago, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (5) - Todd Frazier, 3b; 
Jaime Garcia, Ihp; Matt Holliday, dh; Mi¬ 
chael Pineda, rhp; CC Sabathia, Ihp. 
OAKLAND (0) 

SEATTLE (6) - Yonder Alonso, lb; 
Gordop Beckham, inf; Jarrod Dyson, of; 


Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

New Mexico State (5-6) vs. Utah State 
(6-6) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

Southern Cal (11-2) vs. Ohio State (11-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 30 
TaxSIayer Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Louisville (8-4) vs. Mississippi State (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Iowa State (7-5) vs. Memphis (10-2) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Washington (10-2) vs. Penn State (10-2) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

Wisconsin (12-1) vs. Miami (10-2) 

Monday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Michigan (8-4) vs. South Carolina (8-4) 

Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3) 

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Georgia (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 

New Orleans 

Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1) 

Monday, Jan. 8 

College Football Championship 
Atlanta 

Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl winner 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Carson, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 27 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


FCS playoffs 


MINNESOTA (5) - Matt Beli’sle, rhp; 


Yovani Gallardo, rhp; Carlos Ruiz, c; Dan¬ 
ny Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (9) - Peter Bourjos, of; 
Steve Cishek, rhp; q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lu¬ 
cas Duda, lb; Tommy Hunter, rhp; Logan 
Morrison, lb; Trevor Plouffe, 3b; Colby 
Rasmus, of; Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (5) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; 
Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike Napoli, lb. 

TORONTO (5) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Darwin Barney, 2b; Jose Bautista, of; 
Miguel Montero, c; Michael Saunders, 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (7) - Gregor Blanco, of; 
Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; David Hernandez, 
rhp; Chris lannetta, c; J.D. Martinez of; 
Fernando Rodney, rhp; Adam Rosales, 
inf. 

ATLANTA (2) - R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 
Motte, rhp. 

CHICAGO (8) — q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Alex Avila, c; q-Wade Davis, rhp; Brian 
Duensing, Ihp; Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, 
rhp; Rene Rivera, c; Koj'i Uehara, rhp. 

CINCINNATI (4) - Bronson Arroyo, 
rhp; Zack Cozart, ss; Scott Feldman, rhp; 
Drew Storen, rhp. 


Quarterfinals 
Friday, Dec. 8 

Weber State (11-2) at James Madison 
(12-0) 

Saturday, Dec. 9 

Wofford (10-2) at North Dakota State 
( 11 - 1 ) 

New Hampshire (9-4) at South Dakota 
State (10-2) 

Kennesaw State (12-1) at Sam Hous¬ 
ton State(11-1) 

Division II playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 9 

West Florida (10-3) at Indiana (Pa.) 
(12-0) 

Harding (11-3) at Texas A&M-Com- 
merce (12-1) 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
Kansas City, Kan. 

Semifinals winners 

Division III playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 9 

Mount Union (13-0) at Wisconsin-Os- 
hkosh (12-0) 

Brockport (13-0) at Mary Hardin-Bay- 
lor (13-0 

Championship 
Friday, Dec. 15 
At Salem, Va. 

Semifinal winners 

NAIA playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
At Municipal Stadium 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Saint Francis (Ind.) (13-0) vs. Rein¬ 
hardt (12-0) 


COLORADO (9) - Alexi Amarista, inf; 
Tyler Chatwood, rhp; Carlos Gonzalez, 
of; Ryan Hanigan, c; q-Greg Holland, rhp; 
Jonathan Lucroy, c; Jake McGee, Ihp; Pat 
Neshek, rhp; Mark Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (7) - Yu Darvish, rhp; 
Andre Ethier, of; Curtis Granderson, of; 
Franklin Gutierrez, of; Brandon Morrow, 
rhp; Chase Utley, 2b; Tony Watson, Ihp. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of. 

MILWAUKEE (3) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Anthony Swarzak, rhp; Neil Walker, 2b. 
NEW YORK (1) - Jose Reyes, inf. 
PHILADELPHIA (4) - Andres Blanco, 
inf; Clay Buchholz, rhp; Hyun-Soo Kim, 
of; Daniel Nava, of. 

PITTSBURGH (3) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, lb; Chris Stewart, c. 

ST. LOUIS (4) - Zach Duke, Ihp; q- 
Lance Lynn, rhp; Juan Nicasio, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (4) - Erick Aybar, ss; Jhou- 
lys Chacin, rhp; Jordan Lyles, rhp; Craig 
Stammen, rhp. 

SAN FRANCISCO (4) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Nick Hundley, c; Jae-Gynn Hwang, lb-3b; 
Michael Morse, ib-of. 

WASHINGTON (12) - Matt Albers, rhp; 
Joe Blanton, rhp; Alejandro De Aza, of; 
Stephen Drew, 2b; Edwin Jackson, rhp; 
Howie Kendrick, of-2b; Brandon Kintzler, 
rhp; Adam Lind, lb; Jose Lobaton, c; Oli¬ 
ver Perez, Ihp; Ryan Raburn, of; Jayson 
Werth of. 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Baruch 70, CCNY 44 
Bloomfield 75, Post (Conn.) 62 
Colby-Sawyer 71, Castleton 69 
Dominican (NY) 78, Concordia (N.Y.) 72 
Farmingdale 90, Old Westbury 73 
Jefferson 66, Chestnut Hill 61 
Maine 75, Maine-Presque Isle 55 
Michigan St. 62, Rutgers 52 
Niagara 78, New Hampshire 70 
Northeastern 82, Bucknell 64 
Pittsburgh 82, Mount St. Mary’s 78, OT 
Sacred Heart 79, Dartmouth 73 
Syracuse 72, UConn 63 
Villanova 88, Gonzaga 72 
Wagner 90, Mass.-Lowell 72 
West Virginia 68, Virginia 61 
Wilmington (Del.) 97, Holy Family 63 
Yeshiva 82, St. Joseph’s (LI) 76 
SOUTH 

Bethel (Tenn.) 117, Crowley’s Ridge 81 
Davidson 74, VMI 51 
Duke 124, St. Francis (Pa.) 67 
Emory & Henry 93, E. Mennonite 73 
FAU 92, Florida Gulf Coast 88 
Freed-Hardeman 67, Lee 66 
Furman 83, UNC Asheville 72 
Georgia 87, Winthrop 82 
Limestone 81, Coker 72 
Marshall 70, Chattanooga 66 
Memphis 65, Samford 64 
Miami 69, Boston U. 54 
Milwaukee 62, Jacksonville 52 
Pikeville 115, Wright St.-Lake 58 
Presbyterian 88, SC State 77 
Sewanee 92, Covenant 86 
Texas 71, VCU 67 

The Citadel 84, James Madison 82 

UAB 90, Troy 78 

Wake Forest 80, Charlotte 57 

MIDWEST 

Ball St. 80, Notre Dame 77 
Butler 81, Utah 69 
Cent. Michigan 75, Montana St. 48 
Creighton 111, North Dakota 68 
Evansville 91, Bowling Green 76 
Grand View 96, Faith Baptist 32 
Hope 88, Grace Bible 74 
Kansas St. 86, SC-Upstate 49 
Marquette 91, Vermont 81 
Minn.-Crookston 88, Mayville St. 64 
Missouri 70, Miami (Ohio) 51 
Nebraska 78, Minnesota 68 
Wayne (Neb.) 86, Nebraska Christian 47 
Wichita St. 95, S. Dakota St. 85 
Wis.-Oshkosh 104, Finlandia 60 
Wright St. 98, Ohio Valley 68 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 92, Colorado St. 66 
Incarnate Word 91, Texas Lutheran 63 
Lamar 60, St. Thomas (Texas) 46 
TCU 94, SMU 83 
Texas Tech 82, Nevada 76, OT 
UT Martin 92, Arkansas St. 78 
FAR WEST 

Arizona 67, Texas A&M 64 
Denver 58, San Jose St. 56 
Fresno St. 70, CS Bakersfield 55 
Oregon St. 74, E. Kentucky 62 
Pepperdine 70, UC Riverside 59 
St. John’s 68, Grand Canyon 60 
UC Santa Barbara 77, Omaha 70 
UNLV 92, Oral Roberts 66 
Warner Pacific 105, Multnomah Bible 81 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

CCNY 72, Baruch 54 
Dartmouth 57, New Hampshire 49 
Dominican (NY) 68, Concordia (NY) 43 
Farmingdale 74, St. Joseph’s (LI) 48 
Jefferson 81, Chestnut Hill 71 
Maine 89, Maine Maritime 49 
Old Westbury 64, Merchant Marine 51 
Towson 90, Saint Joseph’s 66 
William Smith 72, Brockport 61 
Wilmington (Del.) 73, Holy Family 62 
SOUTH 

Austin Peay 53, N. Kentucky 52 
Emory 53, Agnes Scott 40 
Florida Gulf Coast 76, Southeastern 
(Fla.) 66 

Furman 93, Bob Jones 46 
Gardner-Webb 73, Wofford 55 
Kent St. 65, E. Kentucky 57 
Kentucky 100, Evansville 62 
Lee 81, Stillman 41 
Louisville 91, UT Martin 56 
Middle Tennessee 69, Coppin St. 39 
Midway 83, Kentucky Christian 53 
North Carolina 91, Presbyterian 56 
Randolph-Macon 78, Hollins 22 
South Carolina 69, Coll, of Charleston 43 
Thomas More 67, Pikeville 59 
Tulane 79, New Orleans 56 
William & Mary 83, SC-Upstate 63 
MIDWEST 

Akron 75, Youngstown St. 58 
Bradley 67, E. Illinois 52 
Cardinal Stritch 91, Silver Lake 40 
Coll, of the Ozarks 68, Evangel 48 
Drake 102, Iowa Weslyn 25 
Indiana 68, North Texas 63 
Rio Grande 82, N. Dakota St. 79 
W. Illinois 87, SE Missouri 59 
SOUTHWEST 
Arkansas St. 76, UTEP 73 
Baylor 105, North Dakota 43 
Texas A&M-CC 53, Texas A&M Interna¬ 
tional 34 

Texas St. 91, UTSA 38 
Tulsa 87, Ark.-Pine Bluff 37 

FAR WEST 

Hawaii 81, Montana St. 75 
UC Irvine 71, S. Utah 64 
Utah 89, Pepperdine 65 


MLS playoffs 


College hockey 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Assumption 5, Post (Conn.) 2 
UConn 8, UMass 2 


Conference Championships 
Home-and-home 
Eastern Conference 

Toronto 0, Columbus 0, tie 

Second leg 

Toronto 1, Columbus 0, Toronto ad¬ 
vances on 1-0 aggregate 

Western Conference 
First leg 

Seattle 2, Houston 0 

Second leg 

Seattle 3, Houston 0, Seattle advances 
on 5-0 aggregate 

MLS Cup 

Saturday: Seattle at Toronto 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Dan Otero on a two-year 
contract. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Wily Peralta on a one- 
year contract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Named Fran 
Riordan manager of Nashville (IL); Scott 
Steinmann manager, Steve Connolly 
pitching coach, Tommy Everidge hit¬ 
ting coach and Omar Aguilar strength 
and conditioning coach of Midland (TL); 
Bryan Corey pitching coach, Brian McArn 
hitting coach and Matt Mosiman strength 
and conditioning coach of Stockton 
(Cal); Carlos Chavez pitching coach of 
Vermont (NYP); Webster Garrison man¬ 
ager and Don Schulze pitching coach of 
Beloit (MWL); Eddie Menchaca manager 
and Matt Rutledge strength and condi¬ 
tioning coach of the AZL Athletics; and 
Hiram Bocachica minor league traveling 
instructor. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Named Jeff Por¬ 
ter senior advisor/athletic training, 
George Poulis director of player health 
and trainer and Andrew Hauser director 
of performance and assistant trainer. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Named Rob 
Thomson bench coach. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Miles Mikolas on a two- 
year contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHICAGO BULLS - Assigned G Kay 
Felder to Windy City (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL - Suspended Pittsburgh WR 
JuJu Smith-Schuster and Cincinnati CB 
George lloka one game for violating 
league safety rules. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Placed OL Kyle 
Long and DL Mitch Unrein on injured re¬ 
serve. Signed OL Will Pericak and TE Co¬ 
lin Thompson from the practice squad. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Released WR 
Rannell Hall from the practice squad. 
Signed DB Justin Currie to the practice 
squad. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Placed DE Derek 
Wolfe on injured reserve. Signed OT to 
the practice squad. Waived OL Gabe 
Ikard from the practice squad. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Signed TE 
Robert Tonyan to the practice squad. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Re signed 
OL Jason King to the practice squad. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed LB 
Pete Robertson to the practice squad. 
Released S Orion Stewart from the prac¬ 
tice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled D Jaycob 
Megna from San Diego (AHL). 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned G 
Marek Langhamer and D Joel Hanley to 
Tucson (AHL). 

BUFFALO SABRES - Loaned F Matt 
Moulson to Ontario (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled G Al- 
exandar Georgiev from Hartford (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

NEW YORK CITY FC - Signed D Ronald 
Matarrita to a contract extension. 

COLLEGE 

ARIZONA STATE - Promoted Billy 
Napier to associate head football coach 
and offensive coordinator. 

ARKANSAS — Named Hunter Yura- 
chek athletic director and signed him to 
a five-year contract. 

FLORIDA STATE - Named Willie Tag¬ 
gart football coach. Redshirt sophomore 
S Derwin James will enter the NFL draft. 

FORDHAM — Announced the resigna¬ 
tion of football coach Andrew Breinerto 
become assistant coach at Mississippi 
State. 

MEMPHIS - Agreed to terms with 
football coach Mike Norvell on a five- 
year contract extension. 

MOUNT OLIVE - Announced the res¬ 
ignation of women’s soccer coach Reid 

TEMPLE — Named Dr. Stephany Coak- 
ley senior associate athletic director 
for mental health, wellness and perfor¬ 
mance. 

TEXAS A&M - Named Jimbo Fisher 
football coach and signed him to a 10- 
year contract. 

UCF — Named Josh Heupel football 
coach. 

UCLA — Freshman men’s basket¬ 
ball G LiAngelo Ball will withdraw from 
school. Named Jerry Azzinaro defensive 
coordinator and Don Pellum linebackers 
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Scoreboard 


Minus Lundqvist, 
Rangers still win 


Associated. Press 

PITTSBURGH — Ondrej Pav- 
elec didn’t know he was getting 
just his third start in the last six 
weeks until late Tuesday after¬ 
noon, when New York Rangers 
star goaltender Henrik Lundqvist 
came down with the flu. 

The short prep time against the 
two-time defending Stanley Cup 
champion Pittsburgh Penguins 
seemed to suit Pavelec just fine. 
Pavelec stopped a season-high 41 
shots and the Rangers took ad¬ 
vantage of a fortunate bounce to 
edge the Penguins 4-3. 

“It was a good hockey game, I 
think,” Pavelec said after beating 
Pittsburgh for just the third time 
in 17 career starts. “Not so much 
fun for the goalies, but we got the 
win. So, that’s huge for us.” 

And huge of Pavelec, who 
came in just 1-4 on the season 
and has been a spectator during 
Lundqvist’s recent resurgence. 
Yet he withstood a steady barrage 
from Pittsburgh and had more 
than a little luck. The Penguins 
hit a handful of posts, including 
one by Evgeni Malkin in the final 
seconds that would have forced 
overtime. 

“We had 44 shots,” Pittsburgh 
coach Mike Sullivan said. “We 
had a significant amount of scor¬ 
ing chances. We just couldn’t get 
that tying goal.” 

Boo Nieves, Jesper Fast, Mats 
Zuccarello and Pavel Buchnevich 
scored for the Rangers. Buchn¬ 
evich provided the game-winner 
when his centering pass deflect¬ 
ed off Pittsburgh’s Kris Letang 
and by Tristan Jarry 11:12 into 
the third period. 

“It’s about finding a way to win 
on the road, we did that,” Rangers 


forward J.T. Miller said. 

Devils 4, Blue Jackets 1: Ste¬ 
fan Noesen, Taylor Hall and Jes¬ 
per Bratt each had a goal and an 
assist, and Cory Schneider made 
41 saves to lift visiting New Jer¬ 
sey over Columbus. 

Lightning 6, Islanders 2: Yanni 
Gourde scored two of host Tampa 
Bay’s three goals late in the sec¬ 
ond period against New York. 

Red Wings 5, Jets 1: Justin 
Abdelkader and Gustav Nyquist 
scored in a dominant first period, 
and host Detroit snapped a seven- 
game slide with a victory over 
Winnipeg. 

Predators 5, Stars 2: Juuse 
Saros made a career-high 43 
saves and his teammates scored 
four times in the second period 
as visiting Nashville cooled off 
Dallas. 

Blues 4, Canadiens 3: Brayden 
Schenn scored three goals and 
visiting St. Louis ended a three- 
game skid by beating Montreal. 

Sabres 4, Avalanche 2: Jack 
Eichel had a goal and two assists, 
Evander Kane broke a third-pe¬ 
riod tie and visiting Buffalo beat 
Colorado to stop a four-game 
skid. 

Kings 5, Wild 2: Marian 
Gaborik scored two third-pe¬ 
riod goals to lead host Los Ange¬ 
les past Minnesota for its sixth 
straight victory. 

Golden Knights 4, Ducks 3 
(SO): Alex Tuch scored the game¬ 
winning goal in the first shootout, 
and Malcolm Subban stopped 
all three attempts he faced dur¬ 
ing the tiebreaker as host Vegas 
topped Anaheim. 

Canucks 3, Hurricanes 0: 
Jacob Markstrom made 30 saves 
for his first NHL shutout and host 
Vancouver blanked Carolina. 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 

New York Rangers goalie Ondrej Pavelec stops a shot by the 
Penguins during the second period of Tuesday’s game in Pittsburgh. 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

27 19 6 2 40 101 69 

28 17 10 1 35 99 84 

29 13 13 3 29 81 90 

25 12 9 4 28 69 73 

28 11 12 5 27 79 91 

25 9 10 6 24 74 86 

27 10 13 4 24 79 93 

" 7 17 . 


Tampa Bay 
Toronto 
Montreal 
Boston 
Detroit 
Ottawa 

Buffalo __ 

Metropolitan Division 

New Jersey 27 16 7 4 36 8' 

Columbus 28 17 10 1 35 8i 

N.Y. Islanders 27 16 9 2 34 10 

Washington 28 16 11 1 33 8' 

Pittsburgh 29 15 11 3 33 8i 

N.Y. Rangers 27 15 10 2 32 9 

Carolina 26 11 10 5 27 7: 

Philadelphia 27 9 11 7 25 7! 

Western Conference 


27 13 11 

27 12 10 

26 12 12 

Pacific Division 


3 39 92 80 

2 38 92 75 

4 38 95 76 

1 33 86 81 

3 29 80 82 

5 29 82 73 

2 26 81 86 


39 90 63 
35 94 85 
32 78 77 
30 66 61 
29 80 88 
28 75 86 
24 78 92 
19 73 104 


Nashville 
St. Louis 
Winnipeg 

Minnesota 
Chicago 
Colorado 

Los Angeles 

Vancouver 
San Jose 

ax, 

Edmonton 

Arizona . _ „ _ 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Tuesday’s games 
New Jersey 4, Columbus 1 
Tampa Bay 6, N.Y. Islanders 2 
N.Y. Rangers 4, Pittsburgh 3 
Detroit 5, Winnipeg 1 
St. Louis 4, Montreal 3 
Nashville 5, Dallas 2 
Buffalo 4, Colorado 2 
Vegas 4, Anaheim 3, SO 
Los Angeles 5, Minnesota 2 
Vancouver 3, Carolina 0 

Wednesday’s games 
Calgary at Toronto 
Chicago at Washington 
Philadelphia at Edmonton 
Ottawa at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Pittsburgh 
Arizona at Boston 
Colorado at Tampa Bay 
Winnipeg at Florida 
Calgary at Montreal 
Dalfas at St. Louis 
Philadelphia at Vancouver 
Ottawa at Los Angeles 
Carolina at San Jose 

Friday’s games 
N.Y. Rangers at Washington 
Columbus at New Jersey 
Vegas at Nashville 
Buffalo at Chicago 
Minnesota at Anaheim 


Tuesday 

Devils 4, Blue Jackets 1 

New Jersey 1 2 1-4 

Columbus 1 0 0—1 

First Period —1, New Jersey, Zajac 1 
(Noesen, Johansson), 4:24. 2, Columbus, 
Foligno 6 (Bjorkstrand, Jones), 13:46. 

Second Period-3, New Jersey, Hall 9 
(Hischier, Bratt), 4:47. 4, New Jersey, No¬ 
esen 2 (Wood, Hischier), 19:14. 

Third Period— 5, New Jersey, Bratt 9 
(Hall), 11:06. 

Shots on Goal— New Jersey 11-13-12— 
36. Columbus 16-11-15-42. 

Power-play opportunities— New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 1; Columbus 0 of 6. 

Goalies— New Jersey, Schneider 11- 
5-3 (42 shots-41 saves). Columbus, Bo¬ 
brovsky 14-7-1 (36-32). 

A-14,282 (18,500). T-2:26. 

Canucks 3, Hurricanes 0 

Carolina 0 0 0—0 

Vancouver 0 2 1—3 

Second Period— 1, Vancouver, Pouliot 
2 (H.Sedin), 2:58. 2, Vancouver, Vanek 7 
(Gagner, Pouliot), 13:50 (pp). 

Third Period— 3, Vancouver, Goldobin 
1 (Pouliot, Horvat), 6:26. 

Shots on Goal— Carolina 12-5-13—30. 
Vancouver 3-10-9—22. 

Power-play opportunities— Carolina 0 
of 2; Vancouver 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Carolina, Darling 7-8-5 (22 
shots-19 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
8-8-3 (30-30). 

A—17,860 (18,910). T-2:19. 


Red Wings 5, Jets 1 

Winnipeg 0 1 0—1 

Detroit 2 0 3-5 

First Period —1, Detroit, Abdelkader 5 
, 10:42. 2, Detroit, 
wall), 14:43. 
Winnipeg, Laine 14 
(Wheeler, Byfuglien), 6:25 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Detroit, Nyquist 8 
(Jensen, Ericsson), 4:55. 5, Detroit, Helm 
4, 7:25. 6, Detroit, Booth 3 (Frk, Athana- 
siou), 10:40. 

Shots on Goal— Winnipeg 3-9-14—26. 
Detroit 16-9-7-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Winnipeg 
1 of 6; Detroit 0 of 6. 

Goalies— Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 15-3-3 
(32 shots-27 saves). Detroit, Howard 9-8- 
4 (26-25). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:32. 


(Zetterberg, Nyquist) 
Nyquist 7 (Tatar, Kron 

Second Period—3. 



Tony Gutierrez/AP 


Stars defenseman Jamie Oleksiak, left, takes a punch from Nashville 
Predators left wing Austin Watson during the second period of 
Tuesday’s game in Dallas. The Predators won the game, 5-2. 


Rangers 4, Penguins 3 

N.Y. Rangers 12 1-4 

Pittsburgh 1 1 1-3 

First Period— 1, Pittsburgh, Sheary 9 
(Hornqvist, Letang), 15:13. 2, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Nieves 1 (Zuccarello, Shattenkirk), 


16:49. 

Second Period— 3, Pittsburgh, Kessel 
13 (Maatta, Guentzel), 7:11. 4, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Fast 5 (Carey, Skjei), 12:26. 5, N.Y. 
Rangers, Zuccarello 5 (Miller, Smith), 
17:20. 

Third Period— 6 , Pittsburgh, Hornqvist 
11 (Malkin, Cole), 3:35 (pp). 7, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Buchnevich 10 (Desharnais, Kreider), 
11 : 12 . 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Rangers 10-8-11 — 
29. Pittsburgh 4-23-17-44. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 2; Pittsburgh 1 of 3. 

Goalies— N.Y. Rangers, Pavelec 2-4-0 
(44 shots-41 saves). Pittsburgh, Jarry 4- 
1-2 (29-25). 

A- 18,414 (18,387). T-2:26. 

Blues 4, Canadiens 3 

St. Louis 1 2 1-4 

Montreal 1 1 1-3 

First Period-1, St. Louis, Schenn 11 

(Schwartz), 5:00. 2, Montreal, Benn 4 
(Carr, Plekanec), 15:28. 

Second Period— 3, St. Louis, Upshall 
4 (Jaskin), 2:32. 4, St. Louis, Schenn 12 
(Pietrangelo), 2:39. 5, Montreal, Weber 5 
(Shaw), 17:04. 

Third Period— 6 , Montreal, Weber 

6 (Shaw), 6:34. 7, St. Louis, Schenn 13 
(Schwartz, Parayko), 12:11. 

Shots on Goal— St. Louis 9-13-8-30. 
Montreal 7-6-12-25. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 0 
of 3; Montreal 0 of 1. 

Goalies— St. Louis, Hutton 4-2-0 (0 
shots-0 saves), Allen 14-6-2 (25-22). Mon¬ 
treal, Price 8-8-1 (30-26). 

A— 21,302 (21,288). T-2:20. 

Sabres 4, Avalanche 2 

Buffalo 0 2 2-4 

Colorado 0 1 1—2 

Second Period— 1, Buffalo, Pouliot 7 
(O’Reilly), 5:32 (sh). 2, Colorado, MacK¬ 
innon 9 (Kerfoot, Rantanen), 12:22 (pp). 
3, Buffalo, McCabe 1 (Larsson, Pouliot), 
18:59. 

Third Period— 4, Colorado, MacKinnon 
10 (Barrie, Kerfoot), 9:58 (pp). 5, Buffalo, 
Kane 13 (Eichel, McCabe), 11:54. 6, Buf¬ 
falo, Eichel 8 (O’Reilly), 19:27. 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 9-12-14-35. 
Colorado 10-16-11-37. 

Power-play opportunities— Buffalo 0 
Of 3; Colorado 2 of 6. 

Goalies— Buffalo, Lehner 6-12-2 (37 
shots-35 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 8- 
6-1 (34-31). 

A-13,258 (18,007). T-2:32. 

Predators 5, Stars 2 

Nashville 1 4 0-5 

Dallas 0 0 2-2 

First Period —1, Nashville, Fiala 5 (Tur- 
ris, Ekholm), 15:49 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Nashville, McLeod 

1 (Gaudreau, Emelin), 2:48. 3, Nashville, 
Aberg 1 (Jarnkrok), 4:26. 4, Nashville, 
Turris 6 (Josi, Ekholm), 7:34 (pp). 5, Nash¬ 
ville, Jarnkrok 5 (Watson), 15:06 (sh). 

Third Period— 6 , Dallas, Johns 3 (Benn, 
Oleksiak), 1:27. 7, Dallas, Oleksiak 1, 
19:18. 

Shots on Goal— Nashville 12-13-7-32. 
Dallas 10-21-14-45. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashville 

2 of 3; Dallas Oof 2. 

Goalies— Nashville, Saros 2-3-1 (45 
shots-43 saves). Dallas, Bishop 13-8-0 
(15-12), Lehtonen 3-3-1 (17-15). 

A- 18,023 (18,532). T-2:27. 


Vegas 4, Ducks 3 (SO) 

Anaheim 0 3 0 0—3 

Vegas 2 0 1 0—4 

Vegas won shootout 1-0 
First Period-1, Vegas, Neal 13 (Sbisa, 
Haula), 18:34. 2, Vegas, Lindberg 6 (En- 
gelland, Haula), 18:50. 

Second Period— 3, Anaheim, Beauche- 
min 2 (Montour, Kase), 1:03. 4, Anaheim, 
Vermette 6 (Bieksa, Beauchemin), 5:02 
(pp). 5, Anaheim, Perry 6 (Henrique), 
16:14. 

Third Period— 6, Vegas, Haula 9 (Tuch, 
Neal), 15:38. 

Shootout— Anaheim 0 (Perry NG, 
Rakell NG, Kase NG), Vegas 1 (Marches- 
sault NG, Neal NG, Tuch G). 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 7-8-10-4-29. 
Vegas 19-5-12-7-43. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 1 
of 3; Vegas 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Anaheim, Gibson 8-10-2 (43 
shots-40 saves). Vegas, Subban 6-2-0 
(29-26). 

A-17,608 (17,367). T-2:49. 

Lightning 6, Islanders 2 

N.Y. Islanders 0 2 0-2 

Tampa Bay 2 3 1—6 

First Period —1, Tampa Bay, Point 10 
(Kucherov, Palat), 0:34. 2, Tampa Bay, 
Sustr 2 (Kunitz, Callahan), 17:47. 

Second Period— 3, N.Y. Islanders, Bar- 
zal 7 (Leddy, Tavares), 7:07 (pp). 4, N.Y. Is¬ 
landers, Eberle 11 (Barzal, Pelech), 8:58. 
5, Tampa Bay, Gourde 7 (Sergachev, John¬ 
son), 16:22 (pp). 6, Tampa Bay, Gourde 8 
(Conacher, Koekkoek), 17:56. 7, Tampa 
Bay, Namestnikov 11 (Stamkos, Kuch¬ 
erov), 18:46 (pp). 

Third Period— 8 , Tampa Bay, Kunitz 4, 
6:00. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Islanders 2-17- 
12-31. Tampa Bay 11-13-10-34. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 1 of 2; Tampa Bay 2 of 4. 

Goalies— N.Y. Islanders, Greiss 8-3-2 
(34 shots-28 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevs- 
kiy 18-4-1 (31-29). 

A- 19,092 (19,092). T-2:25. 

Kings 5, Wild 2 

Minnesota 0 2 0—2 

Los Angeles 0 1 4—5 

Second Period —1, Minnesota, Coyle 

2 (Winnik, Stewart), 10:30. 2, Los Ange¬ 
les, Muzzin 3 (Doughty, Shore), 14:24. 3, 
Minnesota, Ennis 5 (Cullen, Z.Mitchell), 
15:34. 

Third Period— 4, Los Angeles, Gaborik 

3 (Kopitar, Brown), 4:35. 5, Los Angeles, 
Kempe 10 (Doughty, Muzzin), 12:38.6, Los 
Angeles, Gaborik 4 (Kopitar), 14:00.7, Los 
Angeles, Kopitar 15 (Martinez, Doughty), 
19:04 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Minnesota 8-8-5—21. 
Los Angeles 11-9-8—28. 

Power-play opportunities —Minnesota 
0 of 1; Los Angeles 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Dubnyk 11-8-2 
(27 shots-23 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 
14-8-1 (21-19). 

A—18,230 (18,230). T-2:33. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Tuesday, Dec. 5 

GP G A PTS 

Nikita Kucherov, TB 27 19 21 40 

Steven Stamkos, TB 27 11 27 38 

Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 27 12 24 36 

Blake Wheeler, WPG 28 7 29 36 

Anze Kopitar, LA 29 15 19 34 

Mark Scheifele, WPG 28 14 20 34 

Phil Kessel, PIT 29 13 21 34 

Jaden Schwartz, STL 28 13 21 34 

Brayden Schenn, STL 28 13 20 33 

Jakub Voracek, PHI 27 7 26 33 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Boston 
Toronto 
Philadelphia 
New York 


L Pet GB 


13 10 .565 7 

11 12 .478 9 

14 .391 11 


Washington 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Detroit 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Chicago 


Southeast Division 


13 11 .542 

11 12 .478 

‘ 13 .409 


Central Division 


18 .217 7V4 


17 7 .708 - 

14 9 .609 2'A 

12 10 .545 4 

13 11 .542 4 

3 19 .136 13 


Western Conference 


Houston . — 

San Antonio 16 8 .667 3 

New Orleans 12 12 .500 7 

Memphis 8 15 .348 lO'/i 

Dallas 7 17 .292 12 

Northwest Division 

Denver 13 10 .565 - 

Minnesota 14 11 .560 - 

Portland 13 11 .542 V4 

Utah 13 12 .520 1 

Oklahoma City 11 12 .478 2 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 19 6 .760 - 

L.A. Clippers 8 14 .364 9Vi 

L.A. Lakers 8 15 .348 10 

Phoenix 9 17 .346 lO'/z 

Sacramento 7 16 .304 11 

Tuesday’s games 
Toronto 126, Phoenix 113 
Oklahoma City 100, Utah 94 
Washington 106, Portland 92 
Wednesday's games 
Atlanta at Orlando 
Chicago at Indiana 
Sacramento at Cleveland 
Dallas at Boston 
Memphis at New York 
Denver at New Orleans 
Detroit at Milwaukee 
Golden State at Charlotte 
Miami at San Antonio 
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers 
Thursday’s games 
L.A. Lakers at Philadelphia 
Washington at Phoenix 
Oklahoma City vs. Brooklyn at Mexico 
City 

Houston at Utah 

Friday’s games 
Chicago at Charlotte 
Cleveland at Indiana 
Denver at Orlando 
Golden State at Detroit 
Dallas at Milwaukee 
Sacramento at New Orleans 
Toronto at Memphis 
Boston at San Antonio 

Tuesday 

Wizards 106, Trail Blazers 92 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 1-8 0-0 2, 
Morris 2-10 2-4 8, Gortat 1-6 2-2 4, Frazier 
3-6 0-0 7, Beal 21-37 4-5 51, Oubre Jr. 6-9 
0-0 14, Scott 5-5 0-0 10, Mahinmi 0-3 2-2 
2, Satoransky 3-5 0-0 7, Meeks 0-0 1-1 1. 
Totals 42-89 11-14 106. 

PORTLAND - Harkless 1-10-0 3, Aminu 
6-10 0-0 17, Nurkic 5-12 5-8 15, Lillard 
10-23 7-7 30, McCollum 6-16 1-2 14, Con- 
naughton 1-6 0-0 3, Davis 0-1 0-0 0, Collins 
0-0 0-0 0, Vonleh 1-4 0-0 2, Leonard 0-1 2-2 
2, Napier 1-1 0-0 3, Turner 1-3 1-2 3. Totals 
32-78 16-21 92. 

Washington 24 27 28 27-106 

Portland 22 15 29 26- 92 

Three-point Goals—Washington 11-25 
(Beal 5-12, Oubre Jr. 2-3, Morris 2-4, Frazier 
1-2, Satoransky 1-3, Porter Jr. 0-1), Portland 
12-27 (Aminu 5-8, Lillard 3-9, Harkless 1-1, 
Napier 1-1, McCollum 1-3, Connaughton 1- 
5). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Wash¬ 
ington 44 (Porter Jr. 10), Portland 41 (Nur¬ 
kic 9). Assists—Washington 20 (Gortat 7), 
Portland 18 (Lillard 9). Total Fouls-Wash- 
ington 22, Portland 20. Technicals—Wash¬ 
ington coach Wizards (Defensive three 
second) 2. A-19,241 (19,393). 


Thunder 100, Jazz 94 

UTAH - Ingles 6-13 0-0 16, Favors 4-9 1-1 
9, Gobert 1-2 3-6 5, Rubio 3-6 0-0 7, Mitchell 
11-22 4-5 31, Sefolosha 5-8 0-0 11, O’Neale 
0-4 0-0 0, Udoh 0-0 0-0 0, Jerebko 2-6 0-0 4, 
Burks 2-9 7-9 11. Totals 34-79 15-21 94. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 7-13 5-8 21, 
Anthony 6-19 2-2 14, Adams 9-10 2-3 20, 
Westbrook 12-25 8-9 34, Roberson 2-2 0- 
0 4, Grant 1-4 1-4 3, Patterson 1-3 0-0 2, 
Felton 0-3 0-0 0, Abrines 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 
39-81 18-26 100. 

Utah 28 19 33 14- 94 

Oklahoma City 19 20 29 32-100 

Three-point Goals-Utah 11-33 (Mitch¬ 
ell 5-12, Ingles 4-11, Sefolosha 1-2, Rubio 
1-2, Burks 0-2, O’Neale 0-2, Jerebko 0-2), 
Oklahoma City 4-18 (George 2-3, West¬ 
brook 2-9, Abrines 0-1, Anthony 0-5). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Utah 35 
(Sefolosha 8), Oklahoma City 46 (West¬ 
brook 13). Assists—Utah 18 (Burks, Rubio 
5), Oklahoma City 18 (Westbrook 14). Total 
Fouls—Utah 21, Oklahoma City 18. Techni- 
cals—Westbrook. A-18,203 (18,203). 

Raptors 126, Suns 113 


Booker 4-15 10-12 19, Dudley 3-6 4-4 12, 
Jackson 3-6 7-10 13, Bender 0-1 0-0 0, Len 

6- 9 2-4 14, James 5-7 0-0 10, Daniels 5-10 
0-0 13. Totals 37-75 30-38 113. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 6-9 0-0 16, Ibaka 
8-13 1-1 19, Valanciunas 0-5 4-4 4, Lowry 

7- 12 1-2 20, DeRozan 7-17 6-7 20, McKinnie 
0-0 0-0 0, Miles 4-9 4-5 15, Siakam 1-4 0-0 
2, Poeltl 5-8 3-3 13, Brown 0-0 0-0 0, Van- 
Vleet 4-10 4-4 13, Powell 2-5 0-0 4. Totals 
44-92 23-26 126. 

Phoenix 23 23 33 34-113 

Toronto 36 19 42 29-126 

Three-point Goals—Phoenix 9-24 
(Daniels 3-7, Dudley 2-4, Chriss 1-1, Ulis 
1-1, Warren 1-2, Booker 1-5, James 0-1, 
Bender 0-1, Jackson 0-2), Toronto 15-36 
(Lowry 5-10, Anunoby 4-5, Miles 3-7, Iba¬ 
ka 2-5, VanVIeet 1-5, Siakam 0-1, DeRo¬ 
zan 0-1, Powell 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Phoenix 35 (Monroe 10), To¬ 
ronto 42 (Valanciunas 8). Assists—Phoe¬ 
nix 23 (Booker 8), Toronto 30 (Lowry 10). 
Total Fouls—Phoenix 24, Toronto 28. 
Technicals—Booker, Warren 2, Chriss. 
Ejected-Warren. A-19,800 (19,800). 



Steve Dykes/A P 


Wizards guard Bradley Beal 
drives to the basket against the 
Trail Blazers’ Jusuf Nurkic during 
the first half on Tuesday. Beal 
scored a career-high 51 points 


Westbrook's triple-double 
leads Thunder past Jazz 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Thunder guard Russell Westbrook drives to the basket past Jazz 
forward Derrick Favors in the second quarter on Tuesday. 


Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook scored 34 points 
in his seventh triple-double of the 
season, and the Oklahoma City 
Thunder rallied from 17 points 
down in the second half to defeat 
the Utah Jazz 100-94 on Tuesday 
night. 

Westbrook finished with 14 
assists and 13 rebounds. Paul 
George scored 21 points, Steven 
Adams had 20 points and nine 
rebounds and Carmelo Anthony 
added 14 points and eight re¬ 
bounds for the Thunder, who won 
their third straight. 

Rookie Donovan Mitchell 
scored 31 points and Joe Ingles 
added 16 for the Jazz, who had 
won six straight and scored at 
least 106 points in each game. 

The Jazz led 47-39 at halftime, 
and they opened things up even 
more early in the third quarter. A 
driving layup by Alec Burks put 
the Jazz up 72-55 as the Thun¬ 
der continued to misfire on open 
shots. 

Westbrook closed out the third 
quarter strong and helped the 
Thunder cut Utah’s lead to 80- 
68 by the end of the period. He 
scored 11 points in the quarter. 

“Russell Westbrook, the MVP 
of the league, got going,” Utah 
coach Quin Snyder said. “I 
thought in the third quarter, he 
gave them a lot of energy and 
gave them points.” 

The Thunder finally took the 
lead on a layup by Westbrook with 
about four minutes remaining. 

Wizards 106, Trail Blazers 
92: Bradley Beal scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 51 points, and visiting 
Washington bounced back from 
a demoralizing loss the night be¬ 
fore to beat Portland. 

“I’ve been thinking way too 
much,” Beal said. “Tonight I was 
just playing freely and having 
fun.” 

Beal made 21 field goals, also a 
career high, and the Wizards led 
by as many as 23 points. He hit 
five three-pointers. 


“You never go into a game 
thinking one of your best play¬ 
ers or best guards in the league 
is going to get 50, but he has the 
ability to get high numbers when 
he’s aggressive,” coach Scott 
Brooks said. “We gave him space 
to work.” 

Damian Lillard finished with 
30 points, eight rebounds and 
nine assists for the Blazers, who 
have lost three straight at home 
after returning from a 4-1 trip. 

Portland was hurt midway 
through the final quarter when 
center Jusuf Nurkic limped off 
the court and to the locker room 
after appearing to injure his right 
ankle. He had 15 points and nine 
rebounds before leaving. 

The Wizards were coming off a 
116-69 loss Monday night at Utah, 
the second-largest losing margin 
in franchise history. 

Raptors 126, Suns 113: Kyle 


Lowry had 20 points and 10 as¬ 
sists, DeMar DeRozan scored 20 
points and Toronto beat Phoenix, 
improving its NBA-best home re¬ 
cord to 9-1. 

Suns guard Devin Booker had 
to be carried off the floor by two 
teammates after suffering an 
apparent leg injury with 2:40 re¬ 
maining and Phoenix trailing by 
11. Booker froze in pain while 
playing defense and did not move 
as trainers came out to examine 
him. 

Booker, who scored a season- 
high 46 points Monday in a win 
at Philadelphia, shot 0-for-7 in 
the first half. He finished 4-for-15 
with 19 points. 

The Raptors, who have scored 
100 or more points in 10 consecu¬ 
tive games, almost reached triple 
digits in three quarters Tuesday. 
Toronto led 97-79 heading to the 
fourth. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

Top 25 roundup 

Bridges’ 28 
lift Villanova 
over Gonzaga 


Cardinals shock No. 9 Irish 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Mikal Bridges had his 
coming-out performance as one of top play¬ 
ers in the nation, scoring a career-high 28 
points to lead No. 4 Villanova over No. 12 
Gonzaga 88-72 Tuesday night in the Jimmy 
V Classic at Madison Square Garden. 

Bridges, a 6-foot-7 junior guard, had 
shown Villanova (9-0) what he could do 
this season with three games of 20-plus 
points that already signaled he might be 
the Big East champs’ best player. 

Against an NCAA title game finalist and 
in prime time on basketball’s biggest stage, 
Bridges flashed the type of all-around tal¬ 
ent that should make him an NBA first- 
round draft pick. 

Zach Norvell Jr. led Gonzaga (7-2) with 
22 points and Perkins had 16. 

No. 1 Duke 124, St. Francis (Pa.) 67: 
At Durham, N.C., freshman Marvin Bagley 
III had 21 points and 11 rebounds, and the 
Blue Devils (11-0) scored 71 points in the 
first half of their rout of the Red Flash (3- 
5). Andre Wolford, Jamaal King and Keith 
Braxton scored 13 points each for St. Fran¬ 
cis, which has lost three of four. 

No. 3 Michigan State 62, Rutgers 52: 
At Piscataway, N.J., Miles Bridges scored 
21 points and the Spartans (8-1, 2-0 Big 
Ten) overcame thier worst offensive per¬ 
formance of the season with a victory over 
the surprising Scarlet Knights (6-3, 0-2). 

No. 6 Wichita State 95, South Da¬ 
kota State 85: At Wichita, Kan., Landry 
Shamet had 21 points and eight assists, 
Shaquille Morris added 20 points and the 
Shockers (7-1) rallied to beat the scrappy, 
hot-shooting Jackrabbits (7-4). Mike Daum 
hit seven three-pointers and poured in 31 
points for South Dakota State, wowing a 
number of pro scouts who turned out for 
the game. But he got into foul trouble and 
cooled off down the stretch. 

Arizona 67, No. 7 Texas A&M 64: At 
Phoenix, Deandre Ayton had 13 points and 
10 rebounds, and the Wildcats (6-3) held on 
to beat the Aggies (7-1). Tyler Davis led the 
Aggies with 21 points and 10 rebounds. 

No. 18 West Virginia 68, No. 15 Virgin¬ 
ia 61: At Morgantown, W.Va., Jevon Carter 
had 23 points and 10 rebounds, Lamont 
West scored 22 and the Mountaineers (8-1) 
sent the Cavaliers (8-1) to their first loss. 
Devon Hall led Virginia with 19 points and 
Kyle Guy added 18, all in the second half. 

No. 10 Miami 69, Boston University 
54: At Coral Gables, Fla., freshman Lon¬ 
nie Walker IV scored a season-high 26 
points and the Hurricanes (8-0) surged in 
the second half to beat the Terriers (3-4). 
Boston University hasn’t beaten a ranked 
team since 1959. 

Nebraska 78, No. 14 Minnesota 68: At 

Lincoln, Neb., Glynn Watson Jr. scored 20 
of his 29 points in the second half and the 
Cornhuskers (7-3, 1-1 Big Ten) opened up 
a 16-point lead early in the second half en 
route to a victory over the Golden Gophers 
( 8 - 2 , 1 - 1 ). 

No. 20 TCU 94, SMU 83: At Fort 
Worth, Texas, Kenrich Williams had 27 
points to lead five TCU players in double 
figures as the Homed Frogs (9-0) extend¬ 
ed the nation’s longest winning streak to 
14 games with a victory over the Mustangs 
(7-3). 

Texas Tech 82, No. 22 Nevada 76 (OT): 

At Lubbock, Texas, Keenan Evans scored 
25 of his career-high 32 points in the sec¬ 
ond half and overtime and the Red Raid¬ 
ers (7-1) rallied from 11 points down in the 
second half to beat the Wolf Pack (8-1). 


By Anthony Anderson 

Associated Press 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Ball State had 
never come close against Notre Dame, let 
alone beat the Fighting Irish. 

Both changed Tuesday night on Tay- 
ler Persons’ left-wing three-pointer with 
1.7 seconds remaining as the Cardinals 
shocked the ninth-ranked Fighting Irish 
80-77 at Purcell Pavilion. 

“I’m going to create shots for myself,” 
Persons said after confidently dribbling 
down the clock against Rex Pflueger. “Just 
stay aggressive. I’ve always had the same 
mindset—just hit more shots.” 

Persons scored 24 points, Tahjai Teague 
added 13 and Sean Sellers had 11 as Ball 
State knocked off a nationally ranked op¬ 
ponent for the first time since downing No. 
4 UCLA 91-73 more than 16 years ago. 

Notre Dame (7-2) lost a nonconference 
home game for the first time since falling 
to North Dakota State four years ago. 

The Cardinals (5-4) led by a high of 67- 
58 with 6:45 to go, but the Irish charged all 
the way back to a 77-77 tie on Matt Farrell’s 
three-pointer with 20 seconds to go. 


Persons then drained his three-pointer 
off the dribble for the victory. 

“I think we stayed relaxed because as a 
team, I think we’ve grown a lot,” Persons 
said. “We know how to play in any moment, 
and it was rocking in there and that’s a fun 
environment for anyone to be in.” 

Ball State had lost each of nine previous 
meetings to its in-state rival, the most re¬ 
cent being almost 32 years ago by a 119-78 
count. The closest the Cardinals had come 
against the Irish was 14 points, and ND’s 
average margin of victory had been 29. 

Bonzie Colson led all players with 26 
points for the Irish. Farrell added 14 points 
and eight assists with no turnovers, while 


Ball State knocked 
off a nationally ranked 
opponent for the first 
time since downing 
No. 4 UCLA 91-73 more 
than 16 years ago. 


Martinas Geben finished with 12 points. 

Board battering: Ball State gathered 
13 offensive rebounds and turned those 
into 14 second-chance points, while Notre 
Dame had just four offensive rebounds, 
good for three second-chance points. 

“They got us on the backboards,” said 
Irish coach Mike Brey, whose team was 
outrebounded 40-26. “You know what, give 
them credit. They played great.” 

In-state statement: The Cardinals won 
their fourth straight game, all four coming 
against in-state opponents, and it shouldn’t 
be any surprise that Ball State would be 
stoked for such contests. The team’s roster 
includes 11 players hailing from Indiana 
high schools, easily the most of any Divi¬ 
sion I program in the state. 

Big picture 

Ball State: Ball State’s early schedule 
has included road or neutral-site games 
against Oklahoma, Oregon and Dayton. 

Notre Dame: The Irish continue to 
struggle on the heels of winning the Maui 
Invitational, losing two of their past three 
games. 



Ball State’s Jontrell Walker (1) 
tries to keep control of the ball 
against Notre Dame’s Matt Farrell 
during the first half Tuesday 
in South Bend, Ind. 

Robert Franklin/AP 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL/OLYMPICS 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Oregon head coach Willie Taggart has agreed to become Florida 
State’s next football coach. Taggart informed his Oregon players 
he is heading to Tallahassee to replace Jimbo Fisher. Florida State 
scheduled a news conference for Wednesday to introduce Taggart. 


Oregon’s Taggart 
heads to Florida St. 


By Joe Reedy 

Associated. Press 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Wil¬ 
lie Taggart is returning to the 
Sunshine State, this time as head 
football coach at Florida State. 

Taggart has agreed to become 
Florida State’s next coach, re¬ 
placing Jimbo Fisher. Taggart 
told his Oregon players during a 
team meeting on Tuesday that he 
is leaving. 

Florida State called a news 
conference for Wednesday morn¬ 
ing to introduce Taggart. 

The 41-year old Bradenton na¬ 
tive coached at South Florida for 
four seasons before going to Ore¬ 
gon. Fisher resigned Friday to ac¬ 
cept the opening at Texas A&M. 

Taggart has a 47-50 career 
record, including 7-5 this sea¬ 
son, but is known as a rebuilder. 
He arrived in Eugene after four 
years at South Florida, where he 
guided the Bulls from a 2-10 re¬ 
cord his first year to a 10-2 mark 
last year and a spot in the Bir¬ 
mingham Bowl. 

Before that he spent three sea¬ 
sons as head coach at his alma 
mater, Western Kentucky, inher¬ 
iting a winless program that he 
turned around with back-to-back 
winning seasons. 

The Seminoles have entered 
new territory following Fisher’s 
departure. 

Taggart, and Odell Haggins 
— Fisher’s replacement on an in¬ 
terim basis — are the first black 
head football coaches at Florida 
State. Haggins will hold the posi¬ 
tion for two games before turning 
over the reins to Taggart. 

Haggins led the Seminoles 
(6-6) to a 42-10 win over Louisi- 
ana-Monroe in Saturday’s regu¬ 
lar-season finale. He will coach 
the Seminoles in the Dec. 27 In¬ 
dependence Bowl against South¬ 
ern Mississippi. 

This was the first time Florida 
State had to conduct a coaching 
search since 1975. 

Bobby Bowden was the Semi¬ 
noles’ coach for 34 seasons and 
put the program on the map with 
two national championships. 


Fisher was hired as offensive co¬ 
ordinator in 2007 and was also 
named as the head-coach-in-wait- 
ing. He took over in 2010 follow¬ 
ing Bowden’s retirement. 

When Taggart was hired by Or¬ 
egon, he said he had three basic 
tenets: “Make no excuses, blame 
no one, do something.” “Do Some¬ 
thing” became his tagline for his 
first season with the Ducks. 

Oregon started this past sea¬ 
son 4-1 and even briefly popped 
into the AP rankings, but start¬ 
ing quarterback Justin Herbert 
broke his collarbone and the 
Ducks floundered, going 1-4 
without him. 

Herbert returned for the final 
two games of the season, both 
wins that got the Ducks into a 
bowl game in Taggart’s lone sea¬ 
son. Co-offensive coordinator 
and offensive line coach Mario 
Cristobal will be the interim head 
coach when Oregon faces Boise 
State in the Las Vegas Bowl on 
Dec. 16. 

Taggart will be tasked with re¬ 
storing a Florida State program 
that has failed to live up to expec¬ 
tations the last two seasons. 

Since winning 33 of 34 games 
between 2013 and T5, including a 
national championship, The Sem¬ 
inoles are 20-12, including 10-10 
in the ACC. 

Florida State was ranked third 
in the Top 25 preseason poll 
but lost quarterback Deondre 
Francois in the opener against 
Alabama and was beset by other 
injuries. The Seminoles won their 
final three games to finish 6-6 
and extend their bowl streak to 
36 consecutive seasons. 

Taggart’s contract with Oregon 
was for $16 million over five years 
that includes a $3 million buyout 
if he left before Jan. 31, 2018. He 
was offered a four year, $20 mil¬ 
lion extension a week ago when it 
appeared that the Florida State 
job would be open. 

His first job at Florida State 
will be salvaging a recruiting 
class that saw six prospects over 
the past week announce that they 
were reopening their searches of 
where to attend college. 


Putin will allow Russians 
to compete at Pyeongchang 


By James Ellingworth 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russian President Vladimir Putin 
won’t boycott the Pyeongchang Olympics. 

Putin said Wednesday his government will allow 
Russians to compete as neutral athletes at the up¬ 
coming games in South Korea. 

The International Olympic Committee has banned 
the Russian team from games as punishment for 
doping violations at the 2014 Sochi Olympics. The 
IOC, however, plans to invite individual Russians to 
compete under the Olympic flag. 

“Without any doubt we will not declare any kind 
of blockade,” Putin said in televised remarks after 
launching his re-election campaign at an auto¬ 
mobile factory. “We will not block our Olympians 
from taking part, if any of them wish to take part as 
individuals. 

“They have been preparing for these competi¬ 
tions for their whole careers, and for them it’s very 
important.” 

A Russian boycott would have been the biggest at 
any Olympics since the Soviet Union and its allies 
missed the 1984 Los Angeles Games. That itself was 
in response to the U.S.-led boycott of the Moscow 
Olympics four years earlier. 

Putin also said Russia still did not accept accusa¬ 
tions that it ran a state-backed doping system around 

I *We will not 
block our 
Olympians from 
taking part, if 
any of them wish 
to take part as 
individuals.* 

Vladimir Putin 

Russian president 

ister at the time of the Sochi Games, “it is impos¬ 
sible to conclude that he was not aware” of doping 
cover-ups. 

Russian athletes, coaches and politicians have 
lined up to condemn the IOC ruling, but most say 
it’s better to accept it and compete. 

Russian IOC member Yelena Isinbayeva, a two- 
time Olympic gold medalist in the pole vault, came 
out against a boycott. 

“I’d like to tell all Russian athletes preparing 
for the Olympics in Pyeongchang not to get disap- 


the Sochi Olympics. He 
called the IOC ruling 
“politically motivated” 
and unfair “collective 
punishment.” 

An IOC commis¬ 
sion chaired by former 
Swiss president Samuel 
Schmid ruled Tuesday 
that there was a doping 
system but said it found 
no evidence that “the 
highest state author¬ 
ity” knew. However, it 
said of Yuri Nagornykh, 
the deputy sports min- 


pointed in any case and definitely not to do anything 
stupid like a boycott,” Isinbayeva told state TV. “It’s 
clearly not worth it.” 

She said the IOC choice of “Olympic Athletes from 
Russia” as the official designation, instead of a more 
neutral tag, decided the issue for her. 

Some Russian sports officials have been criticized 
for not doing enough to prevent the ban, with senior 
lawmakers and sports figures calling for them to be 
fired. 

Dmitry Peskov, Putin’s spokesman, said blaming 
officials was not a priority and that “protecting the 
interests of our athletes” was more important. 

Under particular pressure is Vitaly Mutko. He 
was Russia’s sports minister during the 2014 Sochi 
Olympics, when the IOC ruled drug-test samples 
were tampered with as part of a doping scheme. 
Mutko is now a deputy prime minister and in charge 
of the country’s preparations for next year’s soccer 
World Cup. 

He was barred from the Olympics for life by the 
IOC on Tuesday. 

“(Mutko) took the country into such a nightmare,” 
figure skating coach Tatyana Tarasova told the R- 
Sport agency, accusing him of not doing enough to 
protect Russian athletes from accusations of doping. 
“I’m sorry for the people who have suffered because 
of his incompetence.” 

The Kremlin has vehemently denied running a 
state-sponsored doping program, and state media 
on Wednesday dismissed the ban as part of a plot to 
hurt Russia. 

Konstantin Kosachev, chairman of the foreign af¬ 
fairs committee at the Russian parliament’s upper 
house, said the ruling is “clearly part of the West’s 
policy to restrain Russia.” But he also insisted that 
local sports officials are to blame and “ought to bear 
personal responsibility” for letting it happen. 

Vladimir Poletayev, deputy chairman of the com¬ 
mittee on procedures at the Federation Council, 
went even further. 

“All our sports officials, including the Russian 
Olympic Committee, ought to be personally ac¬ 
countable for the ban on Russia and ought to step 
down,” Poletayev said in comments carried by the 
RIA Novosti news agency. 

The IOC is now working on “operational guide¬ 
lines” that will oversee enforcing restrictions on 
Russian participation in Pyeongchang. These in¬ 
clude approving a manufacturer and a design of 
team uniforms, and what Russian symbols, such as 
national flags, fans will be allowed to use in Olympic 
venues. 

Associated Press writer Nataliya Vasilyeva in Moscow and 
AP Sports Writer Graham Dunbar in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
contributed to this report. 



Jean-Christophe Bott, Keystone/AP 


A woman waves a Russian flag outside of the International Olympic Committee headquarters in front 
of the Olympic Rings on Tuesday. Russian athletes will be allowed to compete at the upcoming 
Pyeongchang Olympics as neutrals. 
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David Goldman/AP 

Falcons quarterback Matt Ryan is pressured by Vikings defensive end Everson Griffen on Sunday. Ryan 
had just 173 yards passing, his lowest output since 2013, in the 14-9 loss. 


Falcons face Saints with 
no more room for error 


By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — If the Atlanta 
Falcons are going to make anoth¬ 
er run at the Super Bowl, there’s 
no room for any more slip-ups. 

The Falcons (7-5) began a short 
week of preparation for Thurs¬ 
day night’s crucial game against 
NFC South-leading New Orleans, 
knowing a second straight loss 
would likely end any hope of tak¬ 
ing another division crown. 

“We’ve got to turn the page 
fast,” coach Dan Quinn said. “It’s 
all there for us.” 

Indeed, the Falcons will be 
right back in the thick of things if 
they can knock off the Saints (9- 
3), who claimed sole possession 
of first place with a victory over 
the Carolina Panthers (8-4) on 
Sunday. 

That works the other way, too. 

A setback to Atlanta’s biggest 
rival would be devastating, espe¬ 
cially since the Falcons trail both 
Carolina and Seattle (8-4) in the 
race for a pair of wild-card spots. 

There’s certainly no time to lin¬ 
ger over a 14-9 loss to Minnesota 
on Sunday. 

“We were definitely disap¬ 
pointed in the locker room,” 
Quinn said. “But I also know the 
resiliency in the group of guys we 
have. We’re ready to get rolling.” 

The coach also knows from ex¬ 
perience how quickly things can 
turn around. At this point a year 
ago, the Falcons were also 7-5 and 
coming off a devastating home 
loss to the Kansas City Chiefs, 
who returned an interception the 
length of field on a two-point con¬ 
version attempt for what turned 
out to be the winning points in a 
29-28 stunner. 

Atlanta bounced back from that 



New Orleans Saints (9-3) 
at Atlanta Falcons (7-5) 

AFN-Sports 
2:20 a.m. Friday CET 
10:20 a.m. Friday JKT 


defeat to win its last four games of 
the regular season and a division 
title, riding that momentum all 
the way to the second Super Bowl 
appearance in franchise history. 

But the NFC South is much 
more competitive this season. 
Both the Saints and the Panthers 
have bounced back from losing 
campaigns, making it the only 
division to have three teams with 
winning records. 

After an inconsistent start to 
the season, the Falcons seemed 
to be cranking up offensively dur¬ 
ing a three-game winning streak, 
looking more like the team that 
led the league in scoring a year 
ago. 

But they bogged down badly 
against the Vikings, failing to 
score a touchdown for the first 
time in nearly two seasons. It also 
snapped Matt Ryan’s streak of 30 
consecutive games with at least 
one scoring pass. 

The big problem was third 
down — on both sides of the line. 

Atlanta kept getting into big 
holes offensively and wound up 
converting just 1 of 10 chances on 
third down — an especially glar¬ 
ing stat for a team that was leading 
the NFL in that category coming 
into the game. The Vikings were 


much more efficient and convert¬ 
ed six of 12 third downs. 

Quinn was still seething Mon¬ 
day about some of the huge num¬ 
bers his offense faced. 

Third-and-10. Third-and-12. 
Third-and-13. Third-and-17. 

They can’t let that happen 
against the Saints. 

Minnesota held Ryan to just 173 
yards passing — his lowest output 
since 2013 — and totally locked 
down his favorite target, Julio 
Jones. One week after going off 
for 253 yards receiving against 
Tampa Bay, Jones was limited to 
a pair of catches for 24 yards. 

“We’re way better than nine 
points,” Jones said. “It’s just not 
going to be given to you. People 
make adjustments and things like 
that. We just have to make adjust¬ 
ments and remember who we are 
and what we do.” 

They’ve only had three days to 
sort it out. 

“Maybe that’s the best thing,” 
Ryan said. “We’ll get back to 
work, and I think we’ll be just 
fine on Thursday. We just have to 
get our mindset right, and every¬ 
thing that we want is still in front 
of us.” 

Notes: CB Desmond Trufant 
should be able to play against the 
Saints after being released from 
the concussion protocol, giving a 
boost to the secondary as it pre¬ 
pares to face Drew Brees. Tru¬ 
fant wasn’t able to go against the 
Vikings after taking a shot to the 
helmet from teammate Keanu 
Neal in the previous game. ... 
The Falcons signed CB Leon Mc- 
Fadden to add some depth in the 
secondary. A third-round pick 
in 2013, he has played 34 games 
with four teams. To make room 
for McFadden, Atlanta waived 
RB Terrence Magee. 


Weekly statistics 


AFC individual leaders 

Week 13 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

Brady, NE 438 300 3632 26 4 

Rivers, LAC 431 272 3292 21 7 

Al. Smith, KC 402 273 3239 23 4 

Roethlisberger, PIT 436 274 3238 22 13 
McCown, NYJ 385 261 2880 18 8 

- 379 244 2731 17 8 

360 222 2606 20 8 

383 229 2553 14 8 

359 217 2542 10 7 

329 208 2423 10 12 
Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

2701057 3.9 27 5 

193 930 4.8 69t 4 

207 851 4.148t 4 

207 822 4.0 90t 7 

207 775 3.7 87t 5 

194 711 3.7 21 3 

___ 144 705 4.9 50 4 

C. J. Anderson, DEN 159 652 4.1 40 2 

Gore, IND 174 632 3.6 21 3 

D. Henry, TEN 125 629 5.0 75t 4 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

88 1296 14.7 51t 9 
77 1084 14.1 72t 9 
77 1032 13.4 50 5 

60 911 15.2 79t 6 
60 886 14.8 77t 8 
53 886 16.7 64t 5 
66 871 13.2 44 7 

55 849 15.4 53t 7 
49 821 16.8 69t 7 
41 791 19.3 80t 4 

48 733 15.3 61t 6 
Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 


NFC individual leaders 


D. Carr, OAK 
Dalton, CIN 
Bortles, JAC 
Brissett, IND 
Mariota, TEN 


Bell, PIT 

K. Hunt, KC 
McCoy, BUF 
Fournette, JAC 
M. Gordon, LAC 

L. Miller, HOU 
A. Collins, BAL 


A. Brown, PIT 
D. Hopkins, HOU 
K. Allen, LAC 
T. Hill, KC 
A. Green, CIN 
Cooks, NE 
Kelce, KC 
Gronkowski, NE 
R. Anderson, NYJ 
T. Hilton, IND 
Stills, MIA 


Kern, TEN 
M. King, OAK 
Lechler, HOU 
Kaser, LAC 
B. Colquitt, CLE 
Huber, CIN 
L. Edwards, NYJ 
Sanchez, IND 
Koch, BAL 
Dixon, DEN 


Campanaro, BAL 
Mickens, JAC 
Tate, BUF 
A. Jackson, TEN 
T. Hill, KC 
Amendola, NE 
McKenzie, DEN 
T. Benjamin, LAC 
Erickson, CIN 
J. Grant, MIA 


A. Hunt, KC 
Bray, IND 
J. Grant, MIA 
Erickson, CIN 
Tate, BUF 
Des. King, LAC 
A. Jackson, TEN 


A. Brown, PIT 
M. Gordon, LAC 
D. Hopkins, HOU 
Fournette, JAC 
A. Green, CIN 
R. Anderson, NYJ 
W. Fuller, HOU 
Gronkowski, NE 
T. Hill, KC 
Kelce, KC 


Gostkowski, NE 
Boswell, PIT 
Succop, TEN 
Tucker, BAL 
Butker, KC 
Catanzaro, NYJ 
Hauschka, BUF 
Vinatieri, IND 
Fairbairn, HOU 
McManus, DEN 


54 2776 74 51.^ 
50 2459 65 49.2 
64 3132 68 48.9 

55 2666 69 48.5 
59 2847 67 48.3 
63 2991 63 47.5 
63 2952 70 46.9 
66 3022 61 45.8 
66 3021 67 45.8 
58 2654 58 45.8 

Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

18 249 13.8 77t 1 

15 164 10.9 63t 1 

17 177 10.4 40 0 

24 245 10.2 46 0 

20 185 9.2 82t 1 

18 161 8.9 40 0 

21 183 8.7 44 0 

21 175 8.3 65t 1 

30 226 7.5 29 0 

20 145 7.2 27 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

19 460 24.2 42 0 

18 430 23.9 60 0 

17 396 23.3 31 0 

22 478 21.7 41 0 

19 405 21.3 29 0 

15 312 20.8 44 0 

19 393 20.7 48 0 

Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 

- 0 56 


AFC team statistics 


New England 

Kansas City 

Pittsburgh 

L.A. Chargers 

Jacksonville 

Houston 

Oakland 

N.Y. Jets 

Tennessee 

Denver 

Cleveland 

Buffalo 

Indianapolis 

Miami 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 


AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 

413.2 120.6 

368.2 112.6 
367.6 103.1 


Jacksonville 

Pittsburgh 

Denver 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Tennessee 

Cincinnati 

L.A. Chargers 

Miami 

Houston 

Oakland 

N.Y. Jets 

Buffalo 

New England 

Indianapolis 

Kansas City 


280.8 80.2 

DEFENSE 

Yards Rush 


12.5 115.4 167.1 

14.7 98.8 195.8 

15.6 92.0 203.6 

1.2 112.7 198.6 

7.2 96.9 230.3 

8.5 86.2 242.3 

4.1 123.8 210.3 

15.4 129.8 205.7 
19.9 116.5 223.4 
■0.5 104.8 235.8 
■6.0 104.9 241.1 

13.5 119.7 233.8 
,1.6 120.4 241.2 
'5.7 120.8 254.9 
10.0 108.4 271.6 

12.2 129.4 252.8 


Week 13 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

424 271 3302 22 7 

407 291 3298 17 5 

413 275 3289 21 8 

442 276 3256 26 8 

392 244 3184 20 6 

390 260 3057 16 8 

399 242 3005 29 6 

360 243 2703 16 5 

377 228 2583 16 11 

369 232 2420 18 9 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

223 939 4.2 36 8 

180 922 5.1 72 9 

212 885 4.2 53 5 

191 783 4.1 30 7 

174 693 4.0 61 4 

145 684 4.7 68 2 

86 606 7.0 74t 7 

128 589 4.6 44 5 

146 572 3.9 46 5 

130 561 4.3 52 5 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
Ju. Jones, ATL 68 1063 15.6 53 3 

Thielen, MIN 74 1056 14.3 65t 3 

Fitzgerald, ARI 82 878 10.7 37 5 

Mic. Thomas, NOR 75 875 11.7 33 3 
M. Jones, DET 48 821 17.1 46 8 

63 782 12.4 54 4 

71 767 10.8 45t 3 

59 744 12.6 55t 7 

53 735 13.9 41 4 

54 703 13.0 35 6 

47 703 15.0 94t 4 

Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 


Stafford, DET 
Brees, NOR 
Cousins, WAS 
R. Wilson, SEA 
Goff, LA 
M. Ryan, ATL 
Wentz, PHL 
Keenum, MIN 
Newton, CAR 
Prescott, DAL 


Gurley, LA 
Ingram, NOR 
J. Howard, CHI 
E. Elliott, DAL 
Hyde, SNF 
Blount, PHL 
Kamara, NOR 
D. Freeman, ATL 
L. Murray, MIN 
T. Coleman, ATL 


Baldwin, SEA 
Tate, DET 
D. Adams, GBY 
Mi. Evans, TAM 
Funchess, CAR 
R. Woods, LA 


Morstead, NOR 
Hekker, LA 
O’Donnell, CHI 
Palardy, CAR 
A. Lee, ARI 
Do. Jones, PHL 
Bosher, ATL 
Vogel, GBY 
Wing, NYG 
Jo. Ryan, SEA 


Agnew, DET 
P. Cooper, LA 
Barner, PHL 
Sherels, MIN 
Cohen, CHI 
Switzer, DAL 
T. Taylor, SNF 
Tr. Davis, GBY 
A. Roberts, ATL 
McCaffrey, CAR 


P. Cooper, LA 
Switzer, DAL 
Lockett, SEA 
Tr. Davis, GBY 
Cohen, CHI 
A. Roberts, ATL 
Bolden, SNF 


41 1974 £_ 

44 2077 70 47.2 
64 2996 69 46.8 
51 2387 63 46.8 
64 2990 60 46.7 

45 2071 61 46.0 
37 1668 62 45.1 
53 2382 62 44.9 
70 3142 69 44.9 
64 2862 74 44.7 

Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

22 370 16.8 88t 2 

l 21 265 12.6 40 0 

18 200 11.1 76 0 

21 215 10.2 46 0 

22 223 10.1 61t 1 

19 180 9.5 83t 1 

22 206 9.4 39 0 

15 136 9.1 33 0 

16 133 8.3 27 0 

22 162 7.4 25 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
26 747 28.7 103t * 


18 


9 26.1 


61 0 


23 590 25.7 57 0 

22 526 23.9 ‘ ‘ ‘ 

18 415 23.1 

30 646 21.5 

17 354 20.8 

Scoring 


9 5 4 0 54 

9 0 9 0 54 

8 7 1 0 48 

8 0 8 0 48 

7 0 7 0 42 

7 0 7 0 42 

7 0 7 0 42 

7 0 6 1 42 

7 0 7 0 42 

:king 

PAT FG LG Pts 

35-36 29-32 62 122 
23-25 28-31 53 107 
26-27 26-31 52 104 

26- 26 26-29 57 104 
18-18 24-26 53 90 

27- 27 21-25 57 90 
23-23 22-25 56 89 
17-19 22-23 53 83 
29-31 17-21 50 80 
20-20 18-24 53 74 


Kamara, NOR 
Gurley, LA 
J. Graham, SEA 
E. Elliott, DAL 
Ingram, NOR 
Agholor, PHL 
Jeffery, PHL 
M. Jones, DET 
D. Adams, GBY 
T. Coleman, ATL 
Ertz, PHL 


Zuerlein, LA 
Lutz, NOR 
Prater, DET 
M. Bryant, ATL 
Forbath, MIN 
Gould, SNF 
Gano, CAR 
Jak. Elliott, PHL 
Walsh, SEA 
Dawson, ARI 


3 0 66 

9 0 56 

2 0 54 

0 0 54 

7 0 48 

7 0 48 

8 0 48 

7 0 42 

2 0 42 

7 0 42 

Kicking 

PAT FG LG Pts 

35- 36 36-38 56 143 

36- 39 25-30 53 111 
30-31 24-28 58 102 
28-28 24-28 53 100 
25-30 24-28 53 97 
16-17 26-28 52 94 
24-26 23-24 48 93 
30-33 19-23 61 87 
27-28 19-25 49 84 
19-21 18-25 57 73 


NFC team statistics 


Pass 

292.6 

255.7 
264.5 

269.8 
206.1 

231.9 

241.2 

222.2 


196.9 

207.9 
173.0 
200.7 


New Orleans 

Philadelphia 

L.A. Rams 

Minnesota 

Atlanta 

Seattle 

Washington 

Tampa Bay 

Detroit 

Dallas 

Carolina 

Arizona 

San Francisco 

Green Bay 

N.Y. Giants 

Chicago 

Minnesota 

Philadelphia 

Carolina 

Atlanta 

Seattle 

New Orleans 

Arizona 

Chicago 

L.A. Rams 

Washington 

Green Bay 
San Francisco 
Detroit 
Tampa Bay 
N.Y. Giants 


AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 


142.6 

_ 143.3 

372.7 115.2 


275.8 115.5 

DEFENSE 

Yards Rush 


266.0 

241.8 

257.5 

247.6 

249.6 

255.9 

249.4 

261.6 

258.8 

189.9 

200.9 
251.6 

226.5 
197.3 

204.2 

160.2 


293.2 68.1 

297.6 88.6 

321.0 113.2 


209.0 

207.8 

222.8 

217.2 

230.8 
221.0 

211.2 
222.4 

234.8 

242.9 

231.3 

245.3 

267.3 
260.2 
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Stephen B. Morton/AP 


Jaguars wide receiver Keelan Cole, left, gets a hug from teammate 
offensive lineman Chris Reed after making a touchdown reception. 
The Jaguars host the Seahawks this week. 

Big: Baltimore between 
Steelers, AFC North title 


Discipline starts fallout 
for Steelers-Bengals hits 


Shazier remains hospitalized 


PITTSBURGH — Pittsburgh 
Steelers linebacker Ryan Shazier 
will remain in a Cincinnati hospital 
to undergo further testing on a spi¬ 
nal injury suffered in the first quar¬ 
ter of Monday night’s win over the 
Bengals. 

Shazier left Paul Brown Stadium 
on a stretcher less than four minutes 
into his team’s 23-20 victory over 
Cincinnati following a tackle that left 
the 25-year-old writhing on the turf, 
his legs motionless. He underwent 
extensive testing overnight, with the 
team saying Shazier’s injury did not 
require surgery “at this time." 

The Steelers had hoped Shazier 
would be able to return to Pitts¬ 
burgh on Tuesday. The timetable 


has been pushed back at least 
24 to 48 hours. He will remain at 
University of Cincinnati Medical 
Center under the care of neurosur¬ 
geons David Okonwko and Joseph 
Cheng. 

Shazier is expected to be trans¬ 
ferred to a Pittsburgh hospital later 
in the week. 

While the severity of the injury 
will remain unknown until the swell¬ 
ing subsides, the relentlessly up¬ 
beat Shazier offered a bit of hope 
Tuesday evening. 

“Thank you for the prayers," 
Shazier tweeted. “Your support 
is uplifting to me and my family. 
#SHALIEVE" 

— Associated Press 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Week 14 

New Orleans at Atlanta; Min¬ 
nesota at Carolina; Seattle at 
Jacksonville; Oakland at Kansas 
City; Philadelphia at Los Angeles 
Rams; Baltimore at Pittsburgh. 

WOW! 

The nastiest rivalry in the NFL, 
Ravens-Steelers, in the Sunday 
night game, possibly Baltimore’s 
last chance to make any head¬ 
way in the AFC North. A win and 
Pittsburgh will wrap up its third 
division title in four years. 

Another road go-round for the 
Vikings in the NFC South, where 
that division’s most-heated rival¬ 
ry has the Saints at the Falcons. 
We’ll know a whole lot more about 
that sector after these games 
— and perhaps a whole lot more 
about how strong the Vikings 
are. 

“I think every game is a state¬ 
ment game for us,” says Adam 
Thielen, who has developed into 
a top receiver for Minnesota. “I 
think we got to keep going be¬ 
cause we got a tough schedule 
ahead of us.” 

While both the Raiders and 
Chiefs have hit mediocrity, their 
matchups always are noteworthy 
for intensity. AFC South leader¬ 
ship will still be in question. 

The Raiders are fortunate even 
to have a chance after trailing 
Kansas City by three games just 
one month ago before the Chiefs 
went on their own four-game 
skid. The AFC West is the first 


division since the 1970 merger 
where every team had a four- 
game losing streak at some point 
in a season. 

The Seahawks and Jaguars 
both will need this game, wheth¬ 
er for division title hopes or wild¬ 
card chances. And the Eagles are 
staying out west after the Seattle 
contest for a matchup of the top 
two selections in the 2016 draft: 
No. 1 Jared Goff vs. No. 2 Carson 
Wentz. 

Week 15 

New England at Pittsburgh; Los 
Angeles Chargers at Kansas City; 
Los Angeles Rams at Seattle. 

Very possible division deciders 
in KC and Seattle. Plus, by far, the 
AFC’s most intriguing confronta¬ 
tion, most likely with home-field 
advantage for the conference 
championship game on the line. 

Week 16 

Minnesota at Green Bay; At¬ 
lanta at New Orleans; Los Ange¬ 
les Rams at Tennessee. 

OK, the Vikings probably will 
be playoff-bound and the Packers 
won’t, but hopefully we’ll get a 
glimpse of Aaron Rodgers again, 
back from his broken collarbone. 

Falcons-Saints for the second 
time in three weeks, with lots on 
the line. And maybe a playoff-rel¬ 
evant home contest for the Titans 
against a Rams team headed to 
the postseason. 

And these don’t even consider 
the final weekend of all divisional 
matchups. 


By Joe Kay 

Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — Two players 
carted off, two others suspended, 
many fines to follow. One of the 
NFL’s nastiest rivalries set new 
lows in prime time, forcing fans 
to avert their eyes. 

What’s to be done about this 
long-running animosity between 
the Steelers (10-2) and Bengals 
(5-7)? Do the teams encourage 
the mayhem by downplaying it? 
Do the NFL and the networks 
promote it by showing it in prime 
time every season? 

Those questions were raised in 
the aftermath of a game so brutal 
that it made viewers cringe. Pitts¬ 
burgh rallied for a 23-20 victory 
at Paul Brown Stadium on Mon¬ 
day night, its sixth straight win 
over the Bengals. 

What it’ll be remembered for, 
though, is how it felt more like a 
street brawl at times. The NFL 
responded by suspending Steel¬ 
ers receiver JuJu Smith-Schuster 
and Bengals safety George Iloka 
for one game each on Tuesday, 
and fines for other players are ex¬ 
pected later in the week. 

“I’ll acknowledge there were 
some unfortunate things in that 
game that we don’t need in our 
game — by both sides,” Steelers 
coach Mike Tomlin said Tuesday. 

It’s been going on for years, 
with grudges deepening. 

Bengals linebacker Vontaze 
Burfict — a focal point for much 
of the animosity — left the field 
on a cart with a concussion after 
Smith-Schuster leveled him with 
a blindside hit. The receiver then 
stood over the fallen linebacker to 
taunt him. 


As Smith-Schuster apologized 
for taunting after the game, re¬ 
ceiver Antonio Brown yelled: 
“Karma! It’s called karma!” 

The NFL’s letter to Smith- 
Schuster informing him of the 
suspension said the egregious hit 
and the taunting “fell far below 
the high standards of sportsman¬ 
ship expected of an NFL player.” 

Iloka hit Brown in the head 
after his touchdown catch tied 
the game in the fourth quarter. 
Brown wasn’t hurt, but the NFL 
suspended the Bengals safety for 
the type of flagrant hit that has 
“no place in our game.” 

Those moments have defined 
the rivalry since 2015, when 
Burfict made a twisting tackle on 
Le’Veon Bell that left the Steelers 


running back with a torn knee. 
Burfict celebrated — the Bengals 
say he was just happy to make a 
big play — but Bell and the Steel¬ 
ers took umbrage. 

Players went back-and-forth on 
social media, and they got into a 
skirmish on the field during pre¬ 
game warmups in the rematch 
in Cincinnati. They met again in 
the playoffs that season at Paul 
Brown Stadium, and Burfict’s 
hit to Brown’s head in the clos¬ 
ing seconds moved the Steelers in 
range for a field goal and an 18-16 
win. 

In response, the NFL sus¬ 
pended Burfict for three games. 
Burfict went at it with some of the 
Steelers on social media. The raw 
feelings grew deeper. 



Frank Victores/AP 


Bengals outside linebacker Vontaze Burfict lies on the field after suffering an injury during the second 
half of Monday’s game against the Pittsburgh Steelers in Cincinnati. Burfict was leveled by a blindside 
hit from JuJu Schuster-Smith, who drew a penalty and was later suspended one game. 

























Parade of key contests ahead 


Vikings wide receiver Adam Thielen 
catches a pass during the second half 
of a game against the Los Angeles Rams 
on Nov. 19 in Minneapolis. 
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By Barry Wilner 

Associated. Press 

T he accepted mantra through¬ 
out the NFL that stretches to its 
fandom is that each game in the 
schedule is equally important. 
Then we get to late November and all 
of December and forget that bromide. 

It’s happening again, and there’s 
nothing wrong with it. 

Think about how 
huge Kansas City’s 
stunning win at New 
England to kick off 
the season seemed 
to be. Doesn’t look 
so momentous right 
now with the Chiefs 
nose-diving in the 
AFC West while 
the Patriots do their 
usual tsunami over 
the AFC East. 

The league and 
many of the pun¬ 
dits who follow it 
Mike Zimmer couldn’t find enough 
Vikings coach hyperbole for the 
first Sunday nighter, 
the Giants at Dallas. 

Well, the Giants are in range for a top- 
three draft choice — and just benched 
Eli Manning, if you can imagine — and 
the Cowboys likely can’t afford another 
loss and make the playoffs. 

So while there are games throughout 
September and October, it’s not until 
Thanksgiving hits that we can truly de¬ 
fine what the big games are. 

And beginning last week, they’ve 
arrived. 




Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Derek Carr and the Oakland Raiders 
are tied for first atop the AFC West 
with the Los Angeles Chargers and 
Kansas City Chiefs. 

The Vikings are involved in a bunch 
of them, even though coach Mike Zim¬ 
mer keeps espousing the company line. 

“Go out and win as many games as 
you can and try to get in (the playoffs) 
and play as many games as you can 
at home,” Zimmer says. “But we have 
to win and we have to take one game 
at a time. Talking about it doesn’t do 
anything.” 

Actually, talking about it is all kinds of 
fun. So here are the games that should 
really matter and are worth getting ex¬ 
cited about through Christmas. 

SEE BIG ON PAGE 31 
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Inside: Falcons can’t afford any more slip-ups when they take on Saints, Page 30 















